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This month we will continue in the Seventeen Essential Elements of the Way of Life of Secular Franciscans, from The Rule of the SFO:  Origins, Development, Interpretation, by Robert M. Stewart, OFM. (Tau Cross Chapter, 10/04, presentation by Anne Mulqueen)

10.  To live in joy (Article 19 (2)
Please read the referenced articles from the Rule, and reflect on how do you live this in your daily life?

P

lease pray this month for the Franciscan brother or sister named on the slip of paper enclosed with your newsletter.  Please contact the person in some way, preferably a phone call if applicable, to stay in touch.
P

lease pray for our brothers and sisters who, because of illness or other circumstances in their lives, are unable to participate with us in fraternal obligations.

P

lease pray for our deceased brothers and sisters, especially those who died in the month of August:  No specific member in August
           We Celebrate
	Happy Birthday
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	Date
	Profession Anniversaries


	Date

	Jack Reilly
	8/10
	Ernie Destefano
(26 Years)
	8/24/85

	Virginia Loscalzo
	8/20
	Lenny Battifarano
(21 Years)
	8/18/90


PLEASE NOTE: 

Especially during the winter months, use your discretion regarding your health and road conditions.  A phone call would be appreciated just to let us know if you are unable to attend a gathering.  We will be following SSP&J emergency closing
procedure (they will post any closings on News 12, on their phone message option 12, and also on their website)
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

Family members of Fraternity members should feel free to contact:

Jean D’Onofrio, Minister:       928-7894  OR

Pat Consorte, Vice Minister:  331-1670
Minister’s Message:

Peace and Good!

Listening to Fr. Jim’s homily at Anne Scully’s funeral Mass, what struck me was Anne’s search for God’s existence.  Our lives as Secular Franciscans are filled with opportunities to be the reflection of God to others.  The world is hungry for God.  Our actions, words, and presence in the world are meant to be the mirror through which others can come to see our good and gracious God.  Do you remember your own “hunger?”  We join together monthly to share and support each other in this awesome privilege and responsibility by nature of our vocation.  Active Excused members are welcome, indeed encouraged, to attend as their health permits.  Come hungry, get fed, and feed others!  Please prayerfully consider your Profession commitment and ask the Holy Spirit, Sts. Francis and Clare for a renewal of your initial zeal for our Way of Life in community.  God hears and answers our prayers especially those acknowledging our own hunger for Him!
We will be starting to look at life in fraternity during our ongoing formation.  Not only is our commitment to regular attendance, but also to ongoing formation.  We are using excellent resources—our responsibility is to use them, devour, reflect, and meditate on them during the month; and then to come prepared to share whatever insights or questions you have on the assignment.
Finally, the invitation to service in the Fraternity and the Order (whether hospitality, phone calls, ancillary support to the Council, or Council position) is to be a joyful opportunity for growth in the spirit of generosity which flows from heartfelt gratitude in response to the overwhelming love that God has for each of us as followers of His Troubadour!
In His joy,  Jean
BELONGING:
For me, the best part of belonging to Bl. John XXIII SFO Fraternity is feeling free to express my spiritual thoughts and Christian values.     Sharing by:  Joan DiDonato, SFO
We look forward to sharing from each of our members over this year!

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.  It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.  We ask ourselves—who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous?  Actually, who are you not to be?  You are a child of God.  Your playing small doesn’t serve the world.  There is nothing enlightened about shrinking so that other people won’t feel insecure around you.  We are born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.  It is not just in some of us; it is in everyone.  And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do the same.  As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically liberates others.”  Return to Love, Marianne Williamson 1992

This month we celebrate St. Clare:  Don’t be afraid—Let your light shine!

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS
	Thursday, 8/11/11

Feast of St. Clare
	Mass at SSP&J, 9:15 AM Brunch immediately following Mass at the Millennium Diner 

	Saturday, 8/27/11

9:30 AM-3 PM

Retreat Director: Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM, CAP
	Day of Recollection, Shrine of Our Lady of the Island-Eastport.  Fee: $10; bring bag lunch; coffee and soda available in the coffee shop.

	Friday, 9/16/19/11

7:30 PM


	Fraternity Gathering-SSP&J Parish Center, 6:30 PM for Initial Formation

	Saturday, 11/5/11

Time:  9:30 AM-3 PM

Speaker:  Fr. Richard Trezza
	Fall Regional Gathering, St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, Babylon.  Bring your own lunch

	Saturday, 12/3/11

9 AM (Mass)-3 PM

Retreat Director:  Br. Richard Contino, OSF
	St. Anthony’s High School, So. Huntington.  Cost-$15.00.  Contact Pete D’Amato for information 331-7680.  Brown bag lunch


HOMEWORK, REMINDERS, AND GENERAL INFORMATION FOR AUGUST
· ONGOING FORMATION HOMEWORK:  D-4 Fraternity for Franciscans,  Questions 1-4
· INITIAL FORMATION HOMEWORK:  
· Same homework.  Please read Chapter Nine, pps. 98-110. Answer all questions on pps. 107-108.  

· Special Assignments: (see page 107)

· Ernie-The Remembrance of the Desire of a Soul-read & write short report

· Maryann Ferguson-The Minor Legend of St. Francis-read & write short report

From St. King Louis IX patron of SFO (8/25):  “…I exhort you above all else to love the Lord your God with your whole heart and with all your strength:  there is no salvation apart from this.”
INFIRMARIAN REPORT
Dear Brothers  and Sisters in Francis and Clare,
Please remember in your prayers our departed brothers, sisters, and loved ones.  Please offer a special prayer for our beloved sister, Anne Scully, who recently passed away and for Joe Cassidy who just passed away. For Betty Cassidy to receive  healing from her stroke and also to find the courage to deal with the death of her beloved husband, Joe. 
Please pray for all who are in heath care, that they are treated with dignity, respect, and are given loving care. For Ginny Loscalzo, who is in the St. Johnland Assisted Living Facility and is expected to be released soon and return home.  Please pray that all will be well for her.  For a healing for Joan Scott’s sister-in-law, Ethel Pulaski, who had surgery for a melanoma tumor behind her eye.  That  the good Lord will bring her peace of mind.
For Cathy Giammona for good news from her recent tests; for Cathy Schiefer  to improve and feel better.  For Lorraine Lee that all of her recent tests turn out well.  For Anne Panas who had a tragic  loss of her dear friend, Tom Harring, who left two small children.   For Dan Mattarazzo and his daughter, Diana, that they continue to improve and that Santa will help them in any way she can.  For Gerry Murphy’s grandson, Anders, who is a diabetic.  May the new pump help to control his illness better.
For Br. Tom Barton as he leaves for India that the Good Lord will protect him on his journey and for Brother Tom’s brother, Richard, that he enjoys peace of mind and healing in his time of need.  

Please offer a prayer for all of our brothers and sisters who for many reasons cannot attend our monthly gatherings—may they find solace to know that they are in our thoughts and prayers.

For all who need our prayers at this time.  For all those who live alone and are lonely that they find comfort in prayer and faith.
Pace e Bene,
Yours in the Spirit of Saints Francis & Clare,

Lenny Battifarano

* * * * * * * * *

HOSPITALITY  ASSIGNMENTS:  BECAUSE SO MANY MEMBERS ARE “ACTIVE EXCUSED” PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING AN EXTRA TURN TO FILL IN FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL.  CALL JOAN SCOTT (265-3636)
January
Rosemary S. and Anne P.

February
Barbara and Pat C.

March

Santa and Dan M.

April

Maryann F. and Francis M.

May
Joan DiDonato and Jean D’Onofrio
June
Lenny and Ernie 

July
Joan K. and Gerry M.

August
Gil M. and Elizabeth W.

September


October
Elaine R. and Arlene Z.

November
Mary R. and Joan S.

December
Joan S. and Entire Fraternity

FRATERNITY GATHERING


August 19, 2011


7:30 PM-9PM – SSP&J Parish Center


6:30 PM for Initial Formation


PLEASE BRING LITURGY OF THE HOURS, RITUAL BOOK, AND FORMATION HOMEWORK

















APOSTOLATE CORNER:  


 


August 2011-Bird Seed Project:  We will gather together at Santa and Dan’s house on August 6th (Saturday) at 10 AM and make small packets of bird seed to be given out during Advent and Christmas.  We will include a note saying it was St. Francis’ desire to feed the birds during the Christmas Season.  If you are able to come, please call Gil or Santa for directions to Santa and Dan’s home.  Thank you to Santa and Dan for the use of their enclosed porch, to Gil for coordinating the Bird Seed Project, and to Santa, Dan, and Gil for their participation and hard work.


September 2011- Baby Shower:  We will have a baby shower for the Life Center.  For an early start, items include:  pull-ups (sizes up to 3T) diapers, wipes, formula, baby food, dry cereal, bottles, bibs, shampoo, lotion, gently used or new clothing (sizes new born to 3T).  For more info on the Life Center visit website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.lifecenterli.org"�www.lifecenterli.org�, or call 631-243-2373.


October 2011 – Dorothy Day clothing collection:  We will be collecting our gently used clothes for Dorothy Day House of Hospitality in the city and Dress for Success.  Dress for Success is clothing used for women who are going on a job interview or need clothes for the office.





Love and Peace, Gil


















































