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This month we will continue in the Seventeen Essential Elements of the Way of Life of Secular Franciscans, from The Rule of the SFO:  Origins, Development, Interpretation, by Robert M. Stewart, OFM. (Tau Cross Chapter, 10/04, presentation by Anne Mulqueen)

7.  To share in the love of the Father (Articles 4, 12) 
Please read the referenced articles from the Rule, and reflect on how do you live this in your daily life?
P
lease pray this month for the Franciscan brother or sister named on the slip of paper enclosed with your newsletter.

P
lease pray for our brothers and sisters who, because of illness or other circumstances in their lives, are unable to participate with us in fraternal obligations.

P
lease pray for our deceased brothers and sisters, especially those who died in the month of May:  Loretta Broderick (5/19/86), Catherine Merrins (5/11/90), James Murdock (5/16/08)
We Celebrate
	Happy Birthday
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	Date
	Profession Anniversaries


	Date

	Arlene Zawol
	5/5
	None in May
	

	Joan DiDonato
	5/11
	
	

	Pat Consorte
	5/18
	
	

	Francis Murray
	5/25
	
	


Minister’s Message:

Peace and Good!

We celebrate this month dedicated to our Mother Mary.  We have enclosed a handout regarding the Franciscan Crown for your personal use this month.  What a wonderful tradition we have in this prayer!  For our active excused members, please note the enclosed prayer service for your use.  It is in the format of evening prayer.  May it bring you comfort and peace as you join with us in prayer.
There have been many “extra” opportunities for us to gather together over the last month which have been noted both in the Newsletter and in e-mail updates.  
Please try to attend if you are able—I would ask you to remember how overjoyed you were at the time of your Profession at the prospect of belonging to the “family!”  Family events are one way to stay connected!  Several of us will be able to be with Yolanda to celebrate her 50th Anniversary of Profession at her residence at the Broadlawn Manor on Saturday, May 14th.  What a witness!

If any of the knitters/crocheters in our group would like to participate in a “comfort doll” project for orphans in Africa, please contact me and I will send you the pattern.

With Easter Joy and Love,

Jean
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:
Family members of Fraternity members should feel free to contact:

Jean D’Onofrio, Minister:       928-7894  OR

Pat Consorte, Vice Minister:  331-1670

PLEASE NOTE:
 Especially during the winter months, use your discretion regarding your health and road conditions.  A phone call would be appreciated just to let us know if you are unable to attend a gathering.  We will be following SSP&J emergency closing procedure (they will post any closings on News 12, on their phone message option 12, and also on their website).


 PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS

	Friday, 6/17/11

7:30 PM


	Fraternity Gathering-SSP&J Parish Center, 6:30 PM for Initial Formation

	Saturday, 6/18/11

Mass-9 AM-St. Anthony’s Church

9:30 AM-3 PM

Presenter:  Sr. Meg Holden, FCP

“Ways of Being a Franciscan”


	Day of Recollection, Tabor Retreat Center, 60 Anchor Ave., Oceanside, NY.  Offering $25.00, bag lunch.  Contact Augusta VanDuzen (917-539-0384; 718-712-0287) or Marge Buckley (516-208-3623) for details

	8/8-8/11/11 (Monday –Thursday lunch)

Principal Presenter:  

Teresa Baker, SFO, former National Formation Co-chair

Any questions, contact Bob Campbell:  (516) 599-4256; or e-mail arcyc@aol.com
	FLIC, at Mt. Alvernia, Wappinger Falls, NY; $250; to register, send $50 deposit to Bob Campbell, 135 Centre Ave., East Rockaway, NY 11518

	Saturday, 8/27/11

9:30 AM-3 PM

Retreat Director: Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM, CAP
	Day of Recollection, Shrine of Our Lady of the Island-Eastport.  Fee: $10; bag lunch; coffee and soda available in the coffee shop.

	Saturday, 12/3/11

9 AM (Mass)-3 PM

Retreat Director:  Br. Richard Contino, OSF
	St. Anthony’s High School, S. Huntington.  Cost-$15.00.  Contact Pete D’Amato for information 331-7680


HOMEWORK, REMINDERS, AND GENERAL INFORMATION FOR MAY
· ONGOING FORMATION HOMEWORK:  C-4 (Mary-Our Mother) Questions 4 & 5 to complete the section on Mary.  In order to answer #4, you will need this piece:  from the Catechism article #2708 states, “Meditation engages thought, imagination, emotion, and desire.  This mobilization of faculties is necessary in order to deepen our convictions of faith, prompt the conversion of our heart, and strengthen our will to follow Christ.  Christian prayer tries above all to meditate on the mysteries of Christ, as in lectio divina or the rosary.  This form of prayerful reflection is of great value, but Christian prayer should go further:  to the knowledge of the love of the Lord Jesus, to union with Him.”
· INITIAL FORMATION HOMEWORK:  Please read Chapter Eight, pps. 83-97. Answer all questions on pps. 96 & 97.  

· Special Assignments: (see page 96)

· Joan DiDonato-Interpretation of Scripture-read & write short report

· Ernie-On Evangelization in the Modern World-read & write short report

· Gil-The Praises of God-read & write short report

INFIRMARIAN REPORT

Dear Brothers  and Sisters in Francis and Clare,
Please offer a prayer for our departed brothers, sisters, and loved ones.  Please offer a special prayer for Yolanda’s sister, 
Clotilde, who recently passed away.  Prayers for all that are in health care that they are treated with dignity and respect and are 
given loving care.  Give an extra prayer for Yolanda who is sad and lonely and doesn’t have anyone to visit her.  For Dan that all his health problems will improve and that Santa will give him both physical and spiritual support.  For their daughter, Diana, that chemotherapy will help her in her battle against breast cancer.  For Mary Ryan for a complete recovery from her recent back surgery and for Tom that he can help her on her road to healing.
Prayers also for Ginny Loscalzo.  If you would like to contact her, please do not use her home address.  Instead write in care of her son, Robert Loscalzo, 66 Northwoods Dr., Wading River, NY 11792-3106.   For a dear friend of Elizabeth Wittish, whose daughter (Terri Jozwicki, a young mother)  can receive a heart transplant.  For Anne Panas that the Good Lord will heal her from her health problems.  For Betty and Joe Cassidy, Cathy Giammona, and all the others who need our prayers.
.

Ernie has asked us to begin praying that we make the right choices in our Fraternity elections next year.  
Congratulations to Pat and Barbara on the wedding of their granddaughter, Katherine, may the good Lord grant Katherine and Andrew a long and happy life together.

Pace e Bene,
Yours in the Spirit of Saints Francis & Clare,

Lenny Battifarano

* * * * * * * * *

*Boundless Love
“When we are filled with God’s boundless love,
We have no other choice

But to be endless mercy to all.

Cloaked in God’s protective and nourishing love,

We are free to live a life of childlike vulnerability.”

*Reprinted with permission, Gerry Straub, Thoughts of a Blind Beggar, 2007 Orbis Books.
HOSPITALITY  ASSIGNMENTS:  

January
Rosemary S. and Anne P.

February
Barbara and Pat C.

March

Santa and Dan M.

April

Maryann F. and Francis M.

May
Joan DiD and Jean D’O.

June
Lenny and Ernie 

July
Joan K. and Gerry M.

August
Gil M. and Elizabeth W.

September
Alice and Wayne P.

October
Elaine R. and Arlene Z.

November
Mary R. and Joan S.

December
Joan S. and Entire Fraternity


FRATERNITY GATHERING


May 20, 2011


7:30 PM-9PM – SSP&J Parish Center


6:30 for Initial Formation


PLEASE BRING LITURGY OF THE HOURS, RITUAL BOOK, AND FORMATION HOMEWORK














APOSTOLATE CORNER:   


 May 2011 We will be bringing magazines/audio/cassettes to be distributed to Nursing Homes where some of our Fraternity members, family, or friends are residing.


June 2011  We will be collecting our used sneakers for recycling.  The sneakers are used to make track and playground surfaces, and basketball and tennis courts as well as new sneakers.


July 2011 We will be praying for Franciscan vocations.  Ask a friend to either come to a gathering and or pray with you in front of the Blessed Sacrament in your Church.


Love and Peace, Gil


Love and Peace, Gil















































