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This month we will continue in the Seventeen Essential Elements of the Way of Life of Secular Franciscans, from The Rule of the SFO:  Origins, Development, Interpretation, by Robert M. Stewart, OFM. (Tau Cross Chapter, 10/04, presentation by Anne Mulqueen)

11.  To have a spirituality of a secular character (Articles 3, 6, 8, 11, 13, 14)
Please read the referenced articles from the Rule, and reflect on how do you live this in your daily life?

P

lease pray this month for the Franciscan brother or sister named on the slip of paper enclosed with your newsletter.  Please contact the person in some way, preferably a phone call if applicable, to stay in touch.
P

lease pray for our brothers and sisters who, because of illness or other circumstances in their lives, are unable to participate with us in fraternal obligations.

P

lease pray for our deceased brothers and sisters, especially those who died in the month of September:  No specific member in September
We Celebrate
	HappyBirthday
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	Date
	Profession Anniversaries


	Date

	Blasco Gomes
	9/3
	Joan Scott
(18 Years)
	9/17/93

	Maryann Ferguson
	9/4
	Jack Reilly
(15 Years)
	9/6/96

	Joan Scott
	9/10
	Wayne Padula

(13 Years)
	9/18/98

	Madeline Gadue
	9/19
	Connie Farrell

(9 Years)
	9/20/02

	Ernie DeStefano
	9/27
	Barbara Consorte

(4 Years)
	9/21/07


PLEASE NOTE: 

Especially during the winter months, use your discretion regarding your health and road conditions.  A phone call would be appreciated just to let us know if you are unable to attend a gathering.  We will be following SSP&J emergency closing
procedure (they will post any closings on News 12, on their phone message option 12, and also on their website)
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY:

Family members of Fraternity members should feel free to contact:

Jean D’Onofrio, Minister:       928-7894  OR

Pat Consorte, Vice Minister:  331-1670
Minister’s Message:  Peace and good!
Let me first extend my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to all my Franciscan siblings who have been praying for my recovery from my wrist fracture and subsequent surgery and rehab.  Thank you, thank you!!!

 I also want to extend a note of thanks to Jack for his wonderful and well-received reflection on prayer at the August gathering.  Our Fraternity is blest to have members with varied and rich gifts and talents, of which I am certain that we have but scratched the surface.
While recuperating, I read an article in “The Cord”, July/Sept. issue, entitled Being There.  Sr. Karen Zielinski notes that Franciscan spirituality is relational and that our presence to each other is a Gospel value—in other words, YOU GOTTA BE THERE—AT OUR GATHERINGS--IN ORDER TO BE PRESENT TO EACH OTHER AND TO GOD IN PRAYER!  BEING PRESENT IS A GIFT OF TIME AND IT’S IMPORTANT—VERY IMPORTANT!!!  To further this point, Santa has written a reflection from her 19 years of Profession and it is enclosed.  Please take it to prayer!
SOME FRATERNITY “HOUSEKEEPING”
· CHECK YOUR E-MAIL.  Much important information goes out on e-mail.  
· NOTIFY YOUR FAMILIES THAT YOU BELONG TO THE SFO.  You are Professed into an Order of the Church.  After your name, you are entitled to have the initials SFO, even on the Prayer Cards which get distributed at wakes.  When we die, we are entitled to be in our “habit”—wearing the Tau cross (if Professed under the Leonine Rule, a burial shroud is permitted).  In case of a serious emergency or death, please leave instructions for a family member to notify the Fraternity Minister, Vice Minister, or a Council Member.  The Minister & Vice Minister’s phone number is listed in every Newsletter. 
· EACH MONTH EVERY MEMBER SHOULD BE CONTACTED—at the minimum, by the person who received your name on the slip of paper inside the Newsletter envelope.  A phone call is preferred, but for those who cannot make the call, then a little note in the mail, or an e-mail.  There are fewer active excused who are unable to do this now, and for those few who cannot make it to the phone, we know they are praying for us.  However, for those active excused who are up and about living in their own homes, this is certainly something you can do, for others, for yourself, and for the Fraternity and Order at large.  Please call your prayer person, we live a distance, but a phone call helps us to stay connected.  If you haven’t gotten a phone call, it means that the prayer slip with your name went to someone who is listed as active excused and is unable to get to the phone to call you—their suffering (their poverty) is your prayer

In His joy, 
Jean
BELONGING:  

For me, the best part of belonging to Bl. John XXIII Fraternity is the opportunity to learn, serve, & grow with sisters & brothers who share the same values & goals.  Barbara Consorte, SFO
We look forward to sharing from EACH of our members over this year!  We are waiting to hear from YOU.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS
	Monday, 10/3/11

Hold  for Transitus Service


	Details to be announced at the September Fraternity gathering.  Please call Jean for details if you wish to go to the Transitus but are not going to the September gathering.

	Tuesday, 10/4/11

9:15 AM Mass SSP&J
	St. Francis’ Feast Day.  Brunch at the Millennium Diner immediately following Mass

	Friday, 10/21/11
7:30 PM


	Fraternity Gathering-SSP&J Parish Center, 6:30 PM for Initial Formation

	Saturday, 11/5/11

Time:  9:30 AM-3 PM

Speaker:  Fr. Richard Trezza
	Fall Regional Gathering, St. Joseph’s Parish Hall, Babylon.  Bring your own lunch

	Saturday, 12/3/11

9 AM (Mass)-3 PM

Retreat Director:  Br. Richard Contino, OSF
	St. Anthony’s High School, So. Huntington.  Cost-$15.00.  Contact Pete D’Amato for information 331-7680.  Brown bag lunch


HOMEWORK, REMINDERS, AND GENERAL INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER
· ONGOING FORMATION HOMEWORK:  D-1 The Seraphic Vision on La Verna Questions 1-4.  Much to learn this month regarding Francis and his Seraphic Vision.  As we have been discussing, it is our responsibility to continue our Formation using the many resources available to us.  Please come prepared to share and learn.
· INITIAL FORMATION HOMEWORK:  
·  Please read Chapter Sixteen, pps. 176-186. Answer all questions on pps. 186-187
INFIRMARIAN REPORT
Dear Brothers  and Sisters in Francis and Clare,
Please remember in your prayers our departed brothers, sisters, and loved ones.  Offer a special prayer for Joe Cassidy who recently passed away.  He was a true Franciscan, a great person, and a wonderful friend.  We were on the Council together many years ago.  Please pray for Betty on her tragic loss as she goes on that the dear Lord will give her help in her sorrow.
Please pray for all who are in health care that they are treated with dignity and are given loving care.  For Jean D’Onofrio for a complete recovery from her recent surgery.  For her grandson, Marc, for a complete healing from his recent infection.  For her sister-in-law, Gina, from her recent car accident that all is well.  And for her nephew, Michael, on his deployment back to Afghanistan.  For Ernie’s mother that she is improved at this time.  For Joseph Stillitano, Frank’s brother, for healing from cancer surgery.  And for Frank’s Uncle Louis, who passed away.  For Maryann’s mother-in-law, Patricia, that all is well.  For Francis Murray and Tom Ryan for healing from recent health problems.  
Congratulations to Alice Giordano on her new great grandson, Shane Fredricks.  Please pray for all who cannot attend our gatherings for many reasons and all who may need our prayers, especially all the lonely.  

As we approach the anniversary of 9/11, please pray for all who perished on 9/11 and their families, and ask the good Lord to spare us from any future attacks.  
For all who had problems from Irene, pray that all is fine now and that she never visits us again.

Pace e Bene,
Yours in the Spirit of Saints Francis & Clare,

Lenny Battifarano

 * * * * * * * *

HOSPITALITY  ASSIGNMENTS:  BECAUSE SO MANY MEMBERS ARE “ACTIVE EXCUSED” PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING AN EXTRA TURN TO FILL IN FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL.  CALL JOAN SCOTT (265-3636)
January
Rosemary S. and Anne P.

February
Barbara and Pat C.

March

Santa and Dan M.

April

Maryann F. and Francis M.

May
Joan DiDonato and Jean D’Onofrio
June
Lenny and Ernie 

July
Joan K. and Gerry M.

August
Gil M. and Elizabeth W.

September
Joan Scott
October
Elaine R. and Arlene Z.

November
Mary R. and Joan S.

December
Joan S. and Entire Fraternity

FRATERNITY GATHERING


September 16, 2011


7:30 PM-9PM – SSP&J Parish Center


6:30 PM for Initial Formation


PLEASE BRING LITURGY OF THE HOURS, RITUAL BOOK, SECULAR PRAYER COMPANION (if you have this), AND FORMATION HOMEWORK














APOSTOLATE CORNER:  





From our Fraternity’s patron saint, Bl. John XXIII (10/11 feast day):  “We are not on earth to guard a museum, but to cultivate a flourishing garden of life.”  As we look ahead to 2012, how can each of us contribute to the life or our Fraternity?  Is God calling you to flourish and grow through service on Council?  Something to think about…


 


September 2011- Baby Shower:  We will have a baby shower for the Life Center.  For an early start, items include:  pull-ups (sizes up to 3T) diapers, wipes, formula, baby food, dry cereal, bottles, bibs, shampoo, lotion, gently used or new clothing (sizes new born to 3T).  For more info on the Life Center visit website at �HYPERLINK "http://www.lifecenterli.org"�www.lifecenterli.org�, or call 631-243-2373.


October 2011- Dorothy Day clothing collection:  We will be collecting our gently used clothes for Dorothy Day House of Hospitality in the city and Dress for Success.  Dress for Success is clothing used for women who are going on a job interview or need clothes for the office.





November 2011-We will be assisting Lenny Battifarano in his Prison Ministry.  Items include:  white socks, underwear, tee-shirts, shorts, shaving cream, soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toys for children of inmates, “NO TOOTHBRUSHES.”





Love and Peace, Gil


















































