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I
N MY DIOCESAN NEWSPAPER A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, I READ TWO ARTICLES THAT I THOUGHT WERE PERTINENT TO Secular Franciscans.  The first was a report on a meeting held between Pope Benedict XVI, and the superiors of the major religious orders, both men and women.  While the Pope was speaking about religious orders, much of what he said also applies to our Order.  Acknowledging the decline in numbers, he approached the problem from a theological perspective.  He said what we are looking for in new members is not so much what they do and where they serve in the church and in society, but a radical witness to Christ.  He went on, it is so simple. “It entails meditation, reading the word of God, silence and loving God with your whole heart and soul,” words for all of us to take to heart.  Another concern is the large number of people who enter formation programs and then leave before making profession, or fade away soon after profession.  Every order is trying to tackle this problem and attract new vocations.  They may need to have a better understanding of the charism of our Order and a better idea of what life as a Secular is like before entering formation.  In other words, don’t rush interested seekers into formation.

Vital legal issues
     The other article was on the New York State Catholic Advocacy Network, that makes our Catholic voice heard on critical issues in Albany and Washington.  Every parish in my diocese handed out cards for 
everyone to join.  One critical issue in Albany at the present time is former Gov. Elliot Spitzer’s Program Bill #16 (S5829) related to abortion, referred to as the “Reproductive Health and Privacy Protection Act”.  This bill has extraordinarily broad language.  The proposal opens the door to extreme results.  The bill could force Catholic hospitals to allow abortions, it would enshrine abortion in NY State as a “fundamental right”. It is designed to protect abortion in NY State when Roe vs. Wade is overturned.
Really letting our voices be heard
     This bill must be defeated. You can join online at www.nyscatholic.org and let your voice be heard in support of the poor and vulnerable, the sick and elderly, the unborn, families. and children.  There is no financial obligation to membership.  You can send messages to your local legislator from the website.  As Seculars we need to be aware of governmental issues and make our voices for Gospel values be heard.

Our upcoming Chapter Meeting
     Our annual Chapter Meeting is April 26, 2008 at St. Adalbert’s in Elmhurst.  Every fraternity needs to be represented.  If the minister or vice minister cannot attend, another elected council member may represent the fraternity, with a written note from the minister.  Our guest speaker will be Brother Patrick Murphy, OSF.  Everyone is welcome to attend.

=============================

Leadership Seminar
A seminar, “Development of Lay Leadership in the SFO”, will be held  at St. Francis University, Loretto PA from 
Thursday evening June 26, to June 29  2008, (Sunday lunch) for Seculars and Spiritual Assistants.  Registration $225, room (double) $185. For more info, contact Fr. Kevin Queally, TOR, at 814-472-3367, (daytime) or kqueally@francis.edu.  Or you contact  me at  516-221-9619. 

=============================

Fall Pilgrimage 
Father Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap. will accompany the Secular Franciscan Heritage Pilgrimage 2008 to Rome, Assisi, Viterbo, and Greccio, Oct 12-20, 2008.  The cost is $2625. For information & brochure call Capuchin Journeys, toll free at 1-800-363=5917..                          †
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VOCATIONS, AGAIN
A few thoughts by

Rev. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap.

Regional Spiritual Assistant
T
HE LATEST ISSUE OF TAU-USA, THE NATIONAL NEWSLETTER, WHICH ALL MEMBERS RECEIVE, ON PAGE 14, lists the national statistics concerning the Regions in the United States.  It is interesting, perhaps a little alarming, to note, that the number of professed in the United States continues to fall, from 15,293 in 2006, to 13,362 in 2007.  The Tau Cross Region went from 851 in 2006 to 836 and the Fr. Solanus Casey Region fell from 983 to 964 in the same period.  Two or three Regions in the United States actually increased, but the majority lost membership. 

The ‘established’ religions
     Recently, the national media informed us of the results of polls taken describing the state of religion in our country and their results were not encouraging as well, especially as regards ‘established’ religions, such as the Catholic Church.  Is the Secular Franciscan Order merely reflecting the state of the Catholic Church and also the lack of vocations to the priesthood and religious life?

Taking steps to encourage vocations
     Once again, we can reiterate suggestions made in the past concerning vocations and our efforts to pray more frequently for vocations, advertise in the Catholic newspapers, participate in parish ministry fairs, announce fraternal gatherings in the parish bulletin, wear the Tau Cross, and publish fraternal events and activities in the secular press.

The Hispanic community
     One positive note in these national polls is the growth of Hispanics in the United States and their influence in the Church.  Has this been evident in the Secular Franciscan Order?  Hispanic Catholics make up from 20-25% of the Catholic population in the United States.  If this was true in the Secular Franciscan Order, the Tau Cross Region would have about 10 fraternities composed of mostly Hispanic members and the Fr. Solanus Casey Region would also have about 10 Hispanic fraternities.  Not that they would be Spanish speaking fraternities, or even considered Hispanic fraternities, but more members of a Hispanic ancestry in the fraternities.  This would especially be true in areas where Hispanics do make up the majority of the local population.

Taking a new look at what we do
     There might be other areas in which we might have to make some changes in order to attract vocations.  Formation has been improved greatly in our Regions and this can help in maintaining membership.  But perhaps we can look at the times and scheduling of our gatherings.  Times, and the day of the week of the monthly gathering, which were good in the 1950s, might not be as good in the 2000s.  Inquirers are sometimes discouraged at the lack of activity of the fraternity, and others would like to see more of a devotional atmosphere.  Is there room for both, as there is in the First Order and in other Orders?  Can some fraternities emphasize Eucharistic devotion or prayer and a contemplative emphasis and others stress apostolic activity, and both forms coexist side by side in the same Region?  It is interesting to note that St. Francis drew up a separate Rule for those who were called to a more contemplative form of living the life.

     Many are hoping that the visit of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict, to the United States, will encourage Church attendance and participation and also bring about a revival of church vocations.  Let’s hope so, but let us also work with the Holy Spirit and do our part!                             †
FORMATION CORNER

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Formation Director
B
Y THE TIME YOU ARE READING THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL HAVE HELD A FORMATION WORKSHOP ON March 29, in East Rockaway.  Since this article must be submitted for publication before that date, no details are available yet.  Stay tuned for the next issue.  We plan to hold subsequent Formation Workshops in The Bronx, Brooklyn/Queens and/or Suffolk.  Several locations have been suggested as possibilities.  Again, stay tuned.

Ongoing formation:  I cannot stress strongly enough the necessity of having some form of ongoing formation at EVERY fraternity gathering.  The use of a text—at least most of the time—is extremely important to keep us focused on our Franciscan vocation.  Occasionally it can also be helpful to use other materials, such as DVDs or handouts on Franciscan topics.  Speaking of texts, several fraternities have started using a new resource for ongoing formation: Keeping Our Focus on Francis, by Fr John Sullivan OFM.

For initial formation, we recommend Fully Mature with the Fullness of Christ.  As a reminder, the MINIMUM periods for each phase of initial formation are as follows: Orientation: 3 months, Inquiry: 6 months, Candidacy: 18 months.  However, merely completing a number of "lessons" is the tip of the iceberg;  there should be an evaluation by the Fraternity Council (with recommendations by the Formation Team and the Spiritual Assistant) before anyone proceeds to the next phase of their vocation.  Questions to be considered are ”Does this person have a sufficient appreciation of Franciscan spirituality?”  “Is this person prepared to persevere and grow in the Secular Franciscan vocation?”                            †
GRATITUDE AND STIPENDS
REGARDING ARTICLE 18 OF THE NATIONAL STATUTES.

Pete D’Amato,SFO

Regional Treasurer
W

ERE YOU AWARE OF THE FOLLOWING?  Article 18: local fraternity, paragraph 8 of the SFO national statutes states: 

The local fraternity will present to the Regional Minister or his or her delegate and to the Regional Spiritual Assistant …a stipend appropriate to the journey made and the length of the stay required at the time of fraternal and pastoral visits, and also on the occasion of their presiding over and witnessing elections.

If you are like me, you were not.  Most (though not all) of us recognize the fact that priests and/or spiritual assistants require a stipend at visit time.  It seems as though, from our youth, we were raised with this courtesy in mind since we accept the notion that both priests and religious depend upon the generosity of the faithful for their sustenance.  We view these as charitable donations which promote the welfare of the Church and the Order.  So there are few of us who would deny a stipend to a priest/religious in the discharge of a fraternal duty. 

     Yet, when it comes to pastoral visits by a Regional Minister or a council member, a stipend seems perhaps alien to this customary response.  We assume that he/she should provide the service pro bono, as part of the office.  Incidentally, as most of you are probably aware:  some Spiritual Assistants in the Region are now SFOs and not priests or religious.  Nevertheless, when we stop to consider what is involved in a supervisory or pastoral visit of any kind—the time donated, the cost of transportation, the training and preparation required and experience necessary—the thought of personal compensation for the service is both logical and consistent with fraternal charity.  

     Article 18 binds us to this common sense practice.  So the next time our fraternity receives a visit from either Minister or Spiritual Assistant or any other council member in fulfilling an SFO duty, let us consider what is involved and express our thanks by a fair and reasonable reimbursement of costs incurred.                                                †
AROUND THE REGION

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Data Manager
Rite of Admission 
On March 7, at Hewlett, Joyce Abbott and Hyacinth Martin were admitted to Blessed Raymond Lull Fraternity.  Augusta VanDuzen, Minister, presided.  Fr Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

Rite of Profession

On December 2, in Patchogue, Theresa Coman was professed into St Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity.  Gerard Crean, Minister, presided.  Fr Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

On February 10, in Richmond Hill, James Li, Elva Kausilas and John Kausilas were professed into Holy Child Jesus Fraternity.  Joan Brancato, Minister, presided.  Fr Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

On February 24, in Brooklyn, Lillian Wolfson was professed into Canticle of the Sun Fraternity.  Rose Canepa, Minister, presided.

Deaths

Janina Kobrzynska, St Stanislaus, March 7, 2007

Patricia Schrock, St Mary, Queen of Angels, November 19

Marie Gilbert, Cure of Ars, December 28

Rosalie Hanson, Ave Maria, January 7

Coralia Martinez, St Louis, January 9

Robert Holmes, St Michael, February 11

Therese McPhilliamy, Blessed Raymond Lull, February 24

Nora Madden, St Barnabas, March 3
Elsa Gemma Vallone, St Agnes of Assisi, March 12

Elections
Canticle of the Sun, Rose Canepa, Minister

San Damiano, Odessa (Terri) Lawson, Minister

Anniversaries
25 Years: Betty & Joe Cassidy, Blessed John XXIII

Activities

Epiphany Party: January 4, 2008, at St Joseph’s Meeting Room, Hewlett, 7:30 pm, sponsored by Blessed Raymond Lull Fraternity.  20 Franciscan brothers and sisters, from 5 fraternities attended.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
· SFO Brunch: third Tuesday of each month at 11:45 am at the Premier Diner, Commack Road.  Seculars from several fraternities gather to promote a fraternal bond between our SFO fraternities on Long Island.  We talk about Franciscan subjects with brothers and sisters—we're not afraid to speak about spiritual things in public; a grand time is had by all.  Contact Frank Harnos (631) 499-0074 for directions.

· “Christ in the City”, Retreats at Church of St John the Baptist, 210 West 31st Street, NYC: Saturdays 4-10PM: April 12 (Jesus The Word Become Flesh), May 10 (Francis of Assisi, Perfect Joy), June 14 (Finding God in Stillness and Solitude); contact Brother Salvatore Patricola OFM Cap, (212) 564-9070 ext 247

· Secular Franciscan Study Days: offered by the Franciscan Brothers at Mount Alvernia: April 5 and May 17 at St Francis Center, Centerport. Donation of $20; bring your lunch.  Call Brother Tom Barton at (631) 261-5730 for reservations.

· April 15-17, 2008: Regional Retreat at Cormaria; cost $165, contact Bob Campbell (516 599-4256)

· June 13-15: Retreat at Mt Alvernia Retreat House, Wappingers Falls, Retreat Master: Fr Paul Miskiewicz OFM Conv, Topic: St Anthony of Padua; Cost: $165.00; sponsored by St Adalbert Fraternity.  Contact Connie Watz (718-821-1875)
· August 11-15, 2008: FLIC (Franciscans Living In Community) at Mount St Alphonsus, Esopus NY, attended by SFO’s in Our Lady of the Angels, Solanus Casey and Tau Cross Regions.  Cost $300.  Contact Bob Campbell: (516-599-4256) or email arcyc@aol.com for more information.  [Note: This is the successor to SELF.]
FROM THE EDITOR
Frank Drollinger, SFO

We are in the process of going through the Rule, sentence by sentence, at our monthly fraternity meetings.  The following is the letter that I sent to the members of my fraternity in preparation for our March meeting.  I thought I’d share it with you.  
“Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion [radical interior conversion] be carried out daily.”

     This is the sentence of the Rule on which we are reflecting in preparation for our March fraternity meeting.  

>
     At our last meeting I happened to mention that C.S. Lewis had once said he thought that our spiritual life ran in cycles of about two weeks;  that our enthusiasm for things of the spirit came and went in waves, as our emotions changed.  I think he meant that while I might experience an intense devotional life at the moment, this would almost inevitably change into a general flatness, in which prayer, for example, which before was easy, would become a chore, and that this is a pattern which continually repeats itself.  Frankly, our moods change, almost regardless of what we do.  We also discussed at that meeting the readiness to change, and how this attitude was necessary not only at one point in our lives—what we might call our basic decision to change our lives—but at all times in our lives.  

     The sentence in the Rule, which comes just before the one we are now considering, says that our solidarity with one another in our vocation is one of the foundations for the ongoing readiness to change—that, and “the dynamic power of the gospel”.  The Commentary on our current sentence notes that “Francis himself points out in his letter used as the prologue” to the Rule that if we love the Lord, build a Eucharistic community, and remove the things that prevent union with Christ, then we become one with Him, we fulfill the Father’s will, and we project His image onto the world.  

     We know that some of the truly malevolent figures in history had religious backgrounds.  We see even religious Orders lose their spirit of conversion.  We see apostasies in some who were once great figures of the Church for some part of their lives.  We see treachery in one of the 12 apostles.  Some of us have probably known, or heard of, people who have undergone a change of heart, perhaps converting to Catholicism, only to go on to change, again, to some other faith or even to simply lapse.  This reminds me of the Gospel parable of the sower and also the story of the return of the unclean spirit, which perhaps shows the dangers of relapsing into a sinful way of life after an attempt at reform.  In the first instance, the failure of the seed to yield a harvest—because the devil takes away the word of God, or because we are choked by the cares of the world, or because trials overcome us—might be because of a lack of a continuous openness to change.  In the second instance, we also see the spiritual and psychological disaster that can accompany the abandonment of our conversion.  

     Two statements from the “Readiness to Change” chapter of von Hildebrand’s Transformation in Christ, which we consulted in our last meeting, bear looking at here.  One is:  “Spiritual continuity is consistent with readiness to change;”  the other is “Continuity actually presupposes the readiness to change.”  We know that as we live our lives from year to year we will encounter new truths and a new depth to our faith.  This can challenge us, to sift out the things we will be confronted with, that may be attractive but which are not of God.  I think we know this well.  So we face a double challenge: first, of being ready to change and get rid of what prevents us from union with Christ, while holding to what has proven to have a timeless value.  And second, of being able to recognize and embrace genuine but new truth, without abandoning the truth that we have already recognized.  Continuity.  

     All of this is imprinted on our Order in the life of Saint Francis, in the way he lived from one hour to the next; and it is also preserved in a very short saying of Francis—Let us begin again, for up to now we have done nothing.  Certainly that saying, which has entered into our own lives, can be the way to remember how to go about being receptive, to being always ready to change, to being open, anew each day, to going from Gospel to life and life to the Gospel.                           †
REMEMBERING OUR VOCATION
Frank Drollinger, SFO

Editor

The March, 2008 monthly fraternity letter of Saint Mary-Queen of Angels Fraternity is entitled “Eastertime at Grecchio”.  It relates an incident found in Celano’s Second Life (#61).  One Easter day Saint Francis, coming to the table to eat, found the arrangements too extravagant and went outside the hermitage, putting on as he left the hat of a poor man who was there.  Then he returned and “cried out at the door, ‘For the love of the Lord God, give an alms for this poor, sick wanderer.’”  The brothers were chastened at Francis’s actions.  Celano comments that is this Francis was something like Jesus was, on the road to Emmaus that first Easter day, when the two disciples did not initially recognize Him, suggesting that Francis’s actions were an instruction that opened the hearts of the brothers, as Jesus opened the eyes of those disciples.  
     This reminds me of the monthly letter of the Nocturnal Adoration Society (NAS) for January, 2008, which has another such story, that of Saint Alexis, who was born wealthy and lived in a castle with his family.  Eventually he left home to live a life of evangelical poverty, and when he returned home years later he was so changed that he wasn’t recognized.  He was allowed to live under the front steps as a beggar, and it was not until he was dying that identified himself to his mother.  A number of years ago, a novice in our Order who was about to be professed, told that story to a group of us, and said that he had taken it as an encouragement for his own vocation.  

     Both the Celano story and that of St. Alexis remind me of the need to renew the reason for our vocation.  The NAS story makes the comment that we can live as if the Lord living in the tabernacle can be like Saint Alexis living under his family’s front steps—so close to us, every day, and yet we may not recognize Him. †
Please send items of interest (elections, professions, anniversaries, events, recognition) to Regional Secretary Raymond Clarke, 899 Crestview Avenue, North Woodmere NY 11581 (or email to Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net)
The TAU is published quarterly, in January, April, July and October.  Articles by Fraternity members are welcomed.  If accepted, they may be edited.  Please submit copy by the 10th of the month prior to the publication month.

      + + + + +

Please address inquiries or letters to editor Frank Drollinger, 89-14 85th St. Woodhaven, NY 11421  Phone: 718-296-1756 or fdrollin@aol.com 



Please visit our Regional website: taucrossregion.org  Please send comments to the webmaster.








