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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

Barbara O’Neill, SFO

Regional Minister

A
T A PARISH FUNCTION RECENTLY SOMEONE ASKED ME WHAT THAT FUNNY LOOKING CROSS I WAS WEARING WAS, AND WHY I WORE it.  I briefly explained that I was a Secular Franciscan, and what that meant.  Driving home I thought of  what else I could have said about our Order, and how we differ from other prayer groups, and parish societies. We are different precisely because we are an Order of the Church, and as such have our own Rule (Way of Life), General Constitutions and National Statutes that are approved by the Church in Rome.  These documents complement each other, and give us rules, regulations, and responsibilities for our region and for local fraternities.  One of the responsibilities of the region is to hold an annual Chapter Meeting, where the business of the region is done.  The Regional Fraternity Council is composed of the Ministers of the local Fraternities that together form the Regional  Fraternity, the Regional Executive Council, and the Spiritual Assistant.  Just as the local fraternity needs to have all council members attend council meetings to animate and guide the fraternity, so does the Regional Fraternity Council need to have all fraternities represented at the annual Chapter Meeting.  This is not a choice to attend or not.  It is the responsibility of the fraternity minister and council to have their fraternity represented at the Chapter.  Each fraternity has a Common Fund.  One use of  the common fund should be to pay for the travel expense of the minister to the 
Chapter Meeting.  Each fraternity also has the responsibility to support the Regional Fraternity by paying their Fair Share on the number of professed members they reported in their annual report, and on which the budget is based.  It is also the responsibility of each fraternity to have a visitation from the region once every three years.  To schedule a visitation, call me (516-221-9619) or e-mail me jpon2@aol.com
Our visible presence
     At our 2008 Chapter we passed the budget, our Fair Share will stay at $25 per active professed member, even though the Fair Share the region sends to the National Fraternity will increase $2 per member, and our membership has declined this year.  Each fraternity needs to actively seek to increase vocations to the SFO by becoming a visible presence in the parish. 
Guest speaker
     Our guest speaker, Brother Patrick Murphy, OSF spoke on the compassion of St. Francis, and who Francis is for us, is how we see him.  He defined two “watershed” moments in Francis’ life, the San Damiano Crucifix speaking to him and his encounter with the leper.  Brother Patrick had many insights into Francis to share with us .and we thank him for being with us.

++++++++++.

Canticle Lecture Series

Franciscan Brothers, Mount Alvernia, Centerport , NY  11723

    A Day with Saint Padre Pio by Fr. John Aurelia, OFM Cap., who was English Language Secretary to Padre Pio.  

Please try to attend.  Father Aurelia is known as a gifted speaker.  
Time:
Saturday, Sept 6 10 am-3pm

Place:
St. Francis Center, Mt. Alvernia


Centerport, NY

Telephone:  631-261-5730

Donation $20. a few scholarships available. Brown bag lunch  Hot, Cold drinks provided.                           †
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A “FRANCISCAN” FUNERAL

Rev. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap.

Regional Spiritual Assistant
M
OST PEOPLE WERE SURPRISED WHEN THEY LOOKED AT THE DECEASED LYING IN THE COFFIN.  He was wearing the traditional Franciscan Third Order habit, with cord, the Tau Cross around his neck, a copy of the Rule in his hands.  More surprising, perhaps, was the coffin, made of raw, unpainted, 
>>
unlacquered wood, without any adornment.  There were no handles; no satin, lace or silk, and no metal of any kind; no brass, chrome, or steel.  The cover would be held in place by simple wooden pegs.

     A large contingent of Secular Franciscans held an inspiring and comforting vigil service the night before the funeral Mass. 

Focus on the San Damiano Cross
     The theme for the Mass was the San Damiano Cross.  Whenever the deceased went into the hospital, which frequently happened these last three years, he asked his wife of thirty-six years, to bring the San Damiano Cross.  He never went to the hospital without it.  For many years, it was always his desire to carry the processional cross for any Church activities, such as processions or the Stations of the Cross.  When he knew his days were drawing to a close here on earth, he asked his wife to remove all the cards and Mass enrollments from the bulletin board in his hospital room, and just to leave the San Damiano Cross on the board.  He found that the other cards were distractions.  He just wanted to contemplate the cross, as he bore the cross of suffering in his last days.

     The San Damiano Cross was put on the coffin at the beginning of the funeral Mass.  The cover for the programs for the funeral Mass was a picture of the San Damiano Cross.  This was helpful for the celebrant of the Mass as he explained the significance of the San Damiano Cross and how that cross spoke of both death and resurrection and the role it played in the life of St. Francis and in the life of the deceased.  The celebrant of the Mass was a Capuchin Franciscan.  The assisting deacon was a Secular Franciscan.  About 40 Secular Franciscans were present for the Mass.  The Communion song was the “Prayer of St. Francis”.  The coffin was laid to rest in the bare earth, no concrete or steel vaults.

     St. Francis showed us the importance of living the Gospel, and how this was more important than preaching sermons with words.  Jim Murdock was professed on the feast of the Stigmata of St. Francis, Sept. 17th, 1993.  He died on May 16th, 2008, the feast of St. Margaret of Cortona, a Secular Franciscan.  Jim never preached a sermon. His life and his death were a sermon.

     When I came home that evening, the friars asked how the funeral ‘went’. I said, “the friars should have such a funeral!”   †
FORMATION CORNER

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Formation Director
I
N THE LAST ISSUE I PROMISED TO UPDATE YOU ON THE FORMATION WORKSHOPS THAT WERE ABOUT TO BE HELD.  HERE IS THE UPDATE.  DETAILED notes on these Workshops will be sent by email to fraternity Ministers and Formation Directors.  If you are not on the Regional email list and would like to receive the notes, please send me a message at arcyc@aol.com.  

Regional Workshop

     30 brothers and sisters gathered at St Raymond's Rectory in East Rockaway, on Saturday, March 29, 2008, to attend a Formation Workshop.  Bob Campbell, Regional Formation Director, was the facilitator.

     The format for the day was patterned after a fraternity gathering; that is, it included the following segments: prayer, ongoing formation, announcements/ activities and socialization.  There was lively participation throughout, including excellent discussions about how different fraternities are handling ongoing formation and initial formation.

National Workshops

     There have been two National Formation Workshops this year.  Joan Geiger, Regional Councilor, attended the one in Orlando in January and I attended the one in St Louis in May.  There were 28 SFOs from around the country at St Louis, and approximately the same in Orlando.

     These were 4 day conferences, filled with inspiring presentations and valuable information.  But the most important part for me, as I have found so often when joining with other Franciscans - no matter when or where – is the overwhelming feeling of FRANCISCAN JOY!  It’s always heart-warming to be with Franciscan brothers and sisters. *

     An important discovery for me at this workshop was that I need more in-depth understanding of Franciscan spirituality.  So that’s the first thing on my personal agenda.  I plan to write more about this in the next issue.

     I would like to share one particularly important “in depth” teaching from the Workshop.  One of the speakers mentioned that we are an Evangelical Order, not an Apostolic Order.  An Apostolic Order is founded to do some particular apostolic work in the Church.  St Francis of Assisi did not found such an Order - he based everything on living the Gospel.  Our apostolic work (our DOing) will follow from our living of the Gospel, our (BEing).  We don’t have to look for something to do; we need only be present to our space in the world and God will afford us something to do - which will follow from our living of the Gospel.  

     This work we are called to do in most cases is done individually, not collectively.  Francis told his followers:  “I have done what was for me to do, now you must ask the Holy Spirit to reveal what you are to do.”  To me, this is a personal, not a collective, challenge.  So, if you hear one of your brothers and sisters on fire for some particular apostolic work, praise God and pray for the success of their work, but do NOT feel guilty that you do not have the same fire for the same work.  Rather, discern what fire is burning within you.  Let gospel living (BEing) lead you to your apostolic work (DOing).  A good Gospel life will find some expression in apostolic actions.

     *For another opportunity for gathering with Franciscan brothers and sisters, look below under Calendar of Upcoming Events and check out FLIC.
                                                           †
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AROUND THE REGION

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Data Manager
Rite of Profession

On April 13 in Merrick, Christina Alves was professed into Cure of Ars Fraternity.  Frank Tavella, Minister, presided.  Fr Richard Trezza OFM was Friar Witness.

Deaths

Mary Berger, St Bonaventure, February 25

Mary Smith, St Barnabas, May 10

James Murdock, Blessed John XXIII, May 16

Activities

April 15-17, 2008: Regional Retreat at Cormaria; 43 Seculars attended;  Fr Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Retreat Master; topic: the Sacraments and how they relate to our Secular vocation.
June 13-15: Retreat at Mt Alvernia Retreat House, Wappingers Falls, sponsored by St Adalbert Fraternity; Retreat Master: Fr Paul Miskiewicz OFM Conv; topic: St Anthony of Padua
June 21: Day of Recollection at Villa Immaculata Retreat House, Riverhead, sponsored by Our Lady Queen of Angels Fraternity; Presenter Brother Ed Bacon OSF
June 21: Day of Recollection at Tabor Retreat Center, Oceanside, sponsored by Blessed Raymond Lull and Our Lady of the Atonement Fraternities; Presenter: Brother Salvatore Patricola OFM Cap.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Brunch: third Tuesday of each month at 11:45 am at the Premier Diner, Commack Road.  Seculars from several fraternities gather to promote a fraternal bond between our SFO fraternities on Long Island.  We talk about Franciscan subjects with brothers and sisters - we're not afraid to speak about spiritual things in public;  a grand time is had by all. Contact Frank Harnos (631) 499-0074 for directions.

“Christ in the City”, Retreats at Church of St John the Baptist, 210 West 31st Street, NYC: Saturdays 4-10PM: Topics: Jesus The Word Become Flesh, Francis of Assisi, Perfect Joy, Finding God in Stillness and Solitude; contact Brother Salvatore Patricola OFM Cap, (212) 564-9070 ext 247

Secular Franciscan Study Days: offered by the Franciscan Brothers at Mount Alvernia, Centerport.  Call Brother Tom Barton at (631) 261-5730 for information.

August 11-15, 2008: FLIC (Franciscans Living In Community) at Mount St Alphonsus, Esopus NY, attended by SFO’s in Our Lady of the Angels, Solanus Casey and Tau Cross Regions.  Cost $300.  Contact Bob Campbell: (516-599-4256) or email arcyc@aol.com for more information.  [Note: This is the successor to SELF.]

Please send items of interest (elections, professions, anniversaries, events, recognition) to Regional Secretary Raymond Clarke, 899 Crestview Avenue, North Woodmere NY 11581 (or email to Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net)
The TAU is published quarterly, in January, April, July and October.  Articles by Fraternity members are welcomed.  If accepted, they may be edited.  Please submit copy by the 10th of the month prior to the publication month.

      + + + + +

Please address inquiries or letters to editor Frank Drollinger, 89-14 85th St. Woodhaven, NY 11421  Phone: 718-296-1756 or fdrollin@aol.com 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

     Maybe you may look at this as an addendum to your article, “Remembering Our Vocation” which appeared in the April 2008 copy of the “TAU Cross Region Volume !2, Issue 2.

     In his Testament Father Francis says, “The Lord gave me, and gives me now, towards priests who live according to the law of the Roman Catholic Church, so great a confidence by reason of their priesthood, that even if they persecuted me (sinned) I would still have recourse to them...and all of these and all others I reverence, love and honor...”

     But in these days of priests in prison for the sexual abuse of minors, would St. Francis still feel the same way?  Would he still love, honor and reverence “all of these and all others”, expecting all Franciscans to do the same?  I say “Yes!”.  This is why I introduced into our St. Barnabas Fraternity a Secular Franciscan Apostolate called the “TAP Apostolate” where it was approved.  The letters “TAP” are an acronym for the term “Throw Away Priests,” addressing the sorry condition of those priests who, because of their sins and crimes of the sexual abuse of minors have bee, so to speak, “thrown away” by their Bishops and even the Church, it seems.  In a sense understandably so.  But surely to a red-blooded Franciscan not so!  Our spiritual Assistant, Deacon Salvatore Patricola, OFM Cap., recommended we include the abused children and their families in the Apostolate, which was done.

     We “prayerfully tap” on heaven’s door by praying, at our meetings, three Hail Mary’s, one for the imprisoned priests, one for the abused individuals and one for their families.

     I just thought I’d like you to know about this Apostolate, which hopefully may in time become widespread throughout our Region and even nationally and who knows, perhaps internationally.  In God’s own way and in God’s own time?  All of this to the honor and glory of God, in imitation of Father Francis, and in spiritual solace to imprisoned priests and in a special way to their sexually abused victims and families.  
     Forgive us O Lord as we forgive those who have trespassed against us...and deliver us from evil.  Amen.

Fraternally yours in Father Francis,

Bruce Snowden

St. Barnabas Fraternity
Bill Sosnicki, SFO, former Formation Director of our Region, send us the following two articles, which originally appeared in the Winter/Spring edition of The Troubador, the newsletter of Our Lady of the Angels Region. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE PEACE PRAYER
by Lawrence P. Ward, SFO

Assumption FraternityWood-Ridge, NJ

THE PEACE PRAYER first appeared in France in 1912, in a small magazine called Le Clochette (The Little Bell).  It was published in Paris by a Catholic association known as the Holy Mass League.  The prayer was called:  “A Beautiful Prayer to Say During Mass” and was published anonymously.  The prayer was sent in French to Pope Benedict XV by a French noble man.  This was soon followed in Italian in 1916, in Osservatore Romano, the Vatican’s newspaper.  In 1920, the prayer was printed by a French Franciscan Friar on the back of an image of St. Francis with the title, “Prayer for Peace.”  It was not attributed to St. Francis.  Between the two World Wars the prayer circulated in Europe by a group called, “The Knight of the Prince of Peace.”  It first appeared in English in 1936 in a book titled, “Living Courageously” by Kirby Page.  The author attributes the prayer to St. Francis. Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, seemed to have special devotion to the prayer and he had it given to those who attended his Installation as Archbishop.  In 1965, when Pope Paul VI visited the United Nations, the Cardinal had it sung at the Papal Mass in Yankee Stadium.  

     The question comes up, How did St. Francis come to be connected with this prayer?  Taking the invocations in the prayer, it’s easy to see St. Francis saying them, they are so Franciscan that you’ll attribute the words to St. Francis if you are familiar with the saints’ writings.

THE CLOAK OF ST. FRANCIS

by Prof. Plinio Corrêa De Oliveira
The fame of the virtues of St. Elizabeth reached Italy where St. Francis of Assisi had founded his Order.  He came to know about the support and protection the young Duchess of Thuringia had given the Franciscans in Germany and her great love for poverty.  Cardinal Ugolini, the future Pope Gregory IX, often spoke of her to Francis.

     One day in the year 1222, the Cardinal asked St. Francis for a gift for her as a symbol of his recognition.  As he made his request, he took the worn cape off St. Francis’ shoulders and recommended that he send it to her.  “Since she is filled with your spirit of poverty,” said the Cardinal, “I would like for you to give her your mantle.”  St. Francis obeyed and sent his mantle to St. Elizabeth, whom he considered a spiritual daughter.  She always kept it with her, and wore it to be more pleasing to God while praying whenever she desired to obtain a special spiritual grace.  She had the certainty that the mantle St. Francis had worn was a symbol of his alliance with her, a symbol of the union of the two souls, and, therefore, a symbol that would draw from God the same graces that St. Francis attracted.  Later, after she had lost everything, she still conserved the precious mantle of her spiritual father until her death.  

     An hour-long documentary is being produced, tentatively titled, A Woman for Our Time: St. Elizabeth of Hungary, which chronicles the celebration of the eighth centenary of Elizabeth’s birth, while also telling the story of her life through art works, historical re-enactments, narration and interviews with historians and Franciscans.  It will include comments and reminiscences of those who love Elizabeth and follow her Franciscan way of life and charitable example today, demonstrating that she is still a woman for our time.  Interviews with historians and Franciscan leaders and other events were taped on high definition video (HDV) in Rome in February 2007 at the convent of the Suore Francescane Angeline, the Antonianum (Franciscan University), and the Basilica of Sts. Cosmas and Damian, the headquarters of the Third Order Regular.  The celebration of Elizabeth’s centenary in Assisi on November 16-17, 2007 has also been taped.  It is hoped to have other interviews and historical re-enactments shot in New York.

     This film will be an inspiration to Secular Franciscans;  Elizabeth’s life as a laywoman, wife and mother is one that we can readily identify with.  The documentary will be distributed on DVD by Tau Cross Books and Media, accompanied by a study guide on Elizabeth's life.  To view a short trailer on the documentary being produced go to: www.stelizabethdocumentary.com For more information contact: Lori Pieper, Tau Cross Books Media 30 W. 190TH Street • Apt. 6N Bronx, NY 10468 • (646) 938-0432 editor@taucrossbooks.com
From the 

GENERAL AUDIENCE 
of JOHN PAUL II
Wednesday 5 June 2002
Jerusalem, praise your saving God
Psalm 147, Lauds on Friday of the second week of the year 
     The Lauda Jerusalem that we have just proclaimed is dear to Christian liturgy that often used Psalm 147 to refer to the Word of God which "runs swiftly" on the face of the earth, and also to the Eucharist, the true "bread of finest wheat" that God generously gives to "satisfy" human hunger (cf. vv. 14-15).
     Origen, who comments on our Psalm in one of his homilies, translated and disseminated by St Jerome in the West, actually interweaves the Word of God with the Eucharist: "We read the Holy Scriptures. I believe that the Gospel is the Body of Christ. I believe that the holy Scriptures are his teaching. And when he says: he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood (Jn 6,53), although these words can also refer to the [Eucharistic] Mystery, yet the Body and Blood of Christ is truly a word of Scripture, the teaching of God. When we are about to receive the [Eucharistic] Mystery, if even a tiny crumb falls, we feel lost. When we are listening to God's Word, when our ears perceive the Word of God and the body and blood of Christ, what great danger would we not fall into were we to think about something else?" (74 Omelie sul Libro dei Salmi [74 Homilies on the Book of Psalms], Milano 1993, pp. 543-544). 

Please visit our Regional website: taucrossregion.org  Please send comments to the webmaster.











