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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

Barbara O’Neill, SFO

Regional Minister

“G
OING GREEN” “WE ARE GOING GREEN”.  WE’VE SEEN AND HEARD THOSE  WORDS  MANY  TIMES IN the last year or so and the meaning of the words covers a great variety of projects that for the most part depend on what product someone is trying to sell you, or an organization asking for donations.  It refers to increased awareness of the depletion our natural resources and pollution of not only the air we breathe, but also many of our rivers and farmlands.  A new respect for creation is developing in our civil society, for various reasons.  As Seculars, we don’t have to go green, we have been caring for creation all along.  Our Rule (#18) calls us to respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, and to refrain from exploiting creation.  For many years we had the ecology commission to guide us in caring for the environment;  it is evolving into part of the JPIC (Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation).  In a question and answer session this summer, Pope Benedict XVI said initiatives to save the planet are only effective if they are based on the awareness that creation begins with God.  How very Franciscan and how different from the popular culture’s reasons for going green.  For St. Francis creation is a reflection of God’s goodness, we are all fellow creatures, all brothers and sisters, living together.   

     The council would like to hear from you on what practices you or your fraternity are doing to care for creation, going green.  They can be as simple as not using Styrofoam cups and plates to as 

large as having solar panels on your home.  We will distribute a list of practices at  the Fall Gathering.  E-mail your ideas to Raymond.Clarke@verizon.net . or send them  to Raymond Clarke, 899 Crestview Ave., North Woodmere, NY.11581-3142

***

Fall Gathering, Oct.25 , St. Joseph Church Babylon. Br. Richard Contino, OSF will be our guest speaker, all are welcome. Brown bag lunch. 

***

Our Tau Cross Region Family Award goes to Alice Gremillot, from St. Mary, Queen of Angels Fraternity and Rachele Sannino  of St. Helen’s Fraternity the Peace Award.

***

Next Canticle Study Day, Sat. Nov 22, 2008;  10AM-3:00PM:  “The Five Feasts of the Child Jesus” by St. Bonaventure.  Fr. .Andre R. Cirino, OFM  guest speaker

Franciscan Brothers, Mount Alvernia, Centerport, NY 11721 1-631-261-5730

Brown bag lunch, hot and cold drinks provided.  $25 prepaid. Plus $5 for text from England.                                       †
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THE AROMA OF CHRIST

Rev. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap.

Regional Spiritual Assistant
T
ODAY, OUR COOK RETURNED FROM A VACATION IN POLAND AND SWEDEN, AND DURING  THIS  VACATION  HE picked up a new kitchen ‘gadget’, which, he insists, works.  It is stainless steel soap!!  It removes the odors of onions, garlic, fish, seafood, etc.  It is this rounded piece of stainless steel, looking like a bar of soap, except that it is steel.  You rub it on your hands like a bar of soap and it removes offensive odors from your hands. 
     Actually I don’t find these smells offensive.  I happen to like the smell of garlic, onions and seafood.
     This evening I came across an article in “Church” magazine entitled, “The Aroma of Christ”.  Now that is a provocative title.  The article, by Thomas Petriano, is a book review of two books on Christology, the study of Christ.  The author of the article mentioned verses from St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, 2:14-16, and in all my years I never remember seeing these verses, or more likely, they never gave me pause.  The verses state, “But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ and manifests through us the odor of the knowledge of him in every place.  For we are the aroma of Christ for God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing,...”  I never actually finished the article, but I was fascinated by the thought that I, all of us, are aromas of Christ.
     Our vocation as Secular Franciscans has been described in many ways.  We are to be the presence of Christ in our world, among the saved and among those not saved, among the weeds and the wheat.  We are called to be, like St. Francis, reflections of the Creator and of Christ.  AND, we are called to be the aroma of Christ in our world. 
     When we consider aromas we realize how an aroma can signal many things.  Aromas can tell us of danger, as when someone leaves on the gas stove or we smell something burning.  An aroma can bring back memories;  the scent of pine or baby powder.  A perfume can remind us of our mother (Apple Blossom), or after shave cologne (Old Spice) might remind us of our father.  Pipe smoke can remind us of a grandfather.  The smells of the seasons; a real balsam Christmas tree, a roasting turkey, an Easter lily, roses, and newly mown lawn, are evocative of times and places.

     The aroma of Christ spoke to Paul of the sweet aromas of the sacrifices of the Old Testament and burning incense, and of wisdom, or as St. Paul says, the odor of life or the odor of death, depending on how others perceived Christ.

     In the past we have mentioned how our presence in the fraternity can change the atmosphere of the gathering place or of the entire fraternity.  We can have a positive influence or a negative influence, depending on how strong the scent or aroma of Christ we are emitting. Our presence in the world can bring the aroma of Christ.  Let us only consider the positive aspects we can have in the world through our presence in the family, in the work place, on the ball field or in the stands, because we bring the aroma of Christ.  What might these positive, sweet smelling aromas be?  Through us, let us permit the aroma of Christ to pervade the world.                                                  †
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FORMATION CORNER

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Formation Director
W
HEN WE SPEAK ABOUT FRANCISCAN FORMA-TION, SOME MAY BE CONFUSED BY WHAT WE mean.  There  is that part of our becoming Franciscans that we call “initial formation” and then there is “ongoing formation” which lasts a lifetime.  The only real difference is that, as time goes on, we begin to understand our vocation more clearly and, hopefully, get a firmer grasp on what Franciscan spirituality is all about.  

     How are initial and ongoing formation similar?  Well, here are the basic elements of the formation that we try to give our inquirers and candidates:

1. we use a text.  [There are many excellent resources.]
2. we recommend that they read the life and writings of St Francis of Assisi and the other spiritual giants of our Order, such as St Clare and St Bonaventure.  [It is encouraged that we have a fraternity “lending library” of such resources.]
3. we introduce them to the SFO Essential Documents (especially our SFO Rule, but also the General Constitutions, National Statutes and Regional Guidelines).  [Every Formator should have access to these documents.]
4. we encourage them to participate in gatherings beyond our own fraternity, such as multi-fraternity days of recollection, regional gatherings and multi-regional gatherings such as the Quinquennial Congress and FLIC.  [See Upcoming Events, other articles below.]
5. last, but undoubtedly most important, is our own personal witness - not in what we say but in how we are living our lives as Franciscans.  People interested in a Franciscan vocation need to experience who we are, as individuals and as a fraternity, not so much what we do.

     All the above elements are also necessary for ongoing formation:  we continue to use texts, read about our founder, refer to our SFO Essential Documents, connect with other Franciscans and learn by observing the way our brothers and sisters treat each other.

     Indeed, Franciscan Formation is a lifetime journey, but we do not travel alone.  It was important to Francis to have community, and so it is with us, as we live life in fraternity.

     Perhaps some of the above may seem somewhat nebulous.  Sorry about that, but we need to learn that Franciscan spirituality – our way of life – is all about gospel living – following in the footsteps of St Francis who did the best he could to follow in the footsteps of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Now it is the time for us to ask The Lord what it is we are to do – who we are to be, how we are to reach out to one person at a time.  There is no clear cut outline for us to follow – each of us has to ask for personal guidance.  But we live in fraternity, which is our “safe place” to share and to grow.

     Personally, I have been trying to get a firmer grasp on what Franciscan spirituality means.  After much reading, meditating, and discussion with wiser Franciscans, it seems to me that perhaps I have been trying to put Franciscan spirituality in a box, to give it parameters or guidelines.  But, as I am beginning to learn, it is so much freer than that!  For me, it all comes down to this one phrase: Franciscan spirituality means under-standing how much God loves me.       †
REGARDING THE FAIR SHARE

Peter D’Amato, SFO

Regional Treasurer
A

RTICLE 25 OF THE RULE states: Regarding expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity and the needs of worship, of the apostolate, and of charity, all the brothers and sisters should offer a contribution according to their means. Local fraternities should contribute toward the expenses of the higher fraternity councils.

     Generally speaking, all of us are familiar with the Fair Share and its importance to SFO life.  Specifically, however, what we also should know is that, in recent years, the percentage of fraternities meeting their obligation has declined from 99+% in 2005 to 86+% in 2007.  This erosion in support becomes a cause for particular concern since it comes at a time of rising overhead including our own regional responsibility to the National Fraternity which will increase next  year to $12.00. 

     Last year eight fraternities failed to meet their full Fair Share for a total of $2,780.00  This figure represents 13.3% of the annual budget.  While important in itself, it becomes even more significant in view of the fact that the number of professed members currently being reported has dropped rather sharply from 827 in 2007 to 783 in 2008.  Implied in all of this is the state of our budget going from a bottom line surplus in 2007 to potentially exhausting cash reserves and operating in the red by 2009.  This situation could, of necessity, impact regional services such gatherings, retreats, annual visits, newsletters, charitable donations and other functions.  This should give all of us cause for concern since we have come to rely upon many of these as a means of fraternal communication and socialization.  A 13.3% loss of Fair Share in 2008 could put the Region in a deficit by year’s end.

     Let’s keep these facts in mind while reviewing our personal and fraternity budgets during the year and consider our relationship to the greater S.F.O. community.  The Fair Share is the responsibility of all of us. It cannot be ignored without affecting the entire Region.  Remember: when one fraternity fails, another must respond. 

     Many have already met their obligation for this year. We thank you for your diligence and prompt response.  For those who have not, installment payments are acceptable for this year as well as for any arrears.                                          †
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AROUND THE REGION

Bob Campbell, SFO

Regional Data Manager
Rite of Admission

On March 9 in The Bronx, Norma Cintron was admitted into Immaculate Conception Fraternity.  Angie Ainette, Minister, presided.

On July 19 in Howard Beach, Miriam and John Americo were admitted into St Helen Fraternity.  John DeRiso, Minister, presided.

On August 17 in Merrick, Roxanne Francaviglia was admitted into Cure of Ars Fraternity.  Frank Tavella, Minister, presided.

In West Hempstead, Sean Pugni was admitted into St Bonaventure Fraternity.  Jane Krull, Minister, presided.

Rite of Profession

On April 13 in The Bronx, Ana Charlery, Laura Moise and Sandra Valley were professed into Immaculate Conception Fraternity.  Angie Ainette, Minister, presided.

On April 13 at West Hempstead, MaryAnn Reap was professed into St Bonaventure Fraternity.  Jane Krull, Minister, presided.  Rev Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

On April 28 in Elmhurst, Eugene Cassidy, MaryAnne Page and David Rubira were professed into St Adalbert Fraternity.  Constance Watz, Minister, presided.  Rev Herman Czaster OFM Conv was Friar Witness.

On June 27 at St James, Pat Consorte was professed into Blessed John XXIII Fraternity.  Elizabeth Wittish, Minister, presided.  Rev Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

On August 8 at Rocky Point, Robert Heslar was professed into Our Lady Queen of Angels Fraternity.  Peter D’Amato, Minister, presided.  Rev Matthias Wesnofske OFM Cap was Friar Witness.

Deaths

Gloria Maichin, St Adalbert, January 13

Frank Kearse, St Bonaventure, April 25

Joan McChesney, Cure of Ars, June 23

Catherine Farrell, St Adalbert, August 2

Marie Sullivan, St Mary Queen of Angels, August 2. 
Anniversaries
60 Years

Mary Elizabeth Paret, Queen of Heaven

50 Years

Mary Eddy, St Mary Queen of Angels

45 Years

Deirdre Barthel, Blessed Raymond Lull

30 Years

Joanne McDermott, Cure of Ars

20 Years

Marie Farrell, St Boniface

Jennie Iannotti, Blessed Raymond Lull

Frank Tavella, Cure of Ars

Elections
March 2, San Damiano, Odessa Lawson, Minister

Activities

Day of Recollection: On the first day of summer, Saturday June 21, Our Lady Queen of Angels Fraternity hosted a Day of Recollection at the beautiful Villa Immaculata House of Prayer on the bluffs of the North Fork overlooking the Long Island Sound.  The crystal clear skies and the fresh warmth of an early summer day enhanced the theme of Creation and the Franciscan charism facilitated by Brother Ed Bacon, OSF.  Thanks to Fraternity Minister Pete D’Amato and the OLQA Fraternity for organizing and hosting this truly Franciscan day. 

Gene Durney, SFO, St. Lawrence of Brindisi

Day of Recollection: June 21 was a special occasion at Tabor Retreat Center, in Oceanside NY.  21 brothers and sisters of the Blessed Raymond Lull, Our Lady of Atonement, St Bonaventure and Cure of Ars fraternities gathered for a wonderfully presented day of prayer, reflection, meditation and fraternity.  Brother Salvatore Patricola, OFM Cap, from St John’s in New York City took the LIRR out to where he noticed “more trees” to lead us in Morning Prayer, the Angelus and adoration and benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  That was worth the price of admission (voluntary contribution) alone, but then Brother Sal put together a presentation of 10 questions that Jesus asked in the gospels.  He informed us that Jesus asked by some counts 307 questions in the Gospels.  The questions Brother chose were provocative in ways that made everyone reflect on their own answers to the questions by asking us to place ourselves in the setting of the Gospel and meditating as to what our answers would be and indeed to bring the point home clearer, what they ARE.  We have all heard these questions many, many times, but our discussion ran out the clock and we Franciscans found ourselves in an unusual position of having to stop talking.  On a personal note, at the end of the day, I found myself in a different place, much closer to Jesus and much more attentive to the Gospel.  Not to mention much closer to our other fraternity brothers and sisters in just over 5 hours.  Brother Sal is now Brother “Pal” to me.  I hope to see any of you who can attend next time “the Franciscans Go Wild!” 
Robert Messa, SFO, Cure of Ars 
Day of Recollection

Inclement and wet weather notwith-standing, sixty-four Seculars from eight fraternities arrived at Our Lady of the Island Shrine, Eastport, on Saturday, August 30 to participate in the annual day of recollection sponsored by St. Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity.  While the morning weather was not encouraging, it did not appear to dampen the spirit of those present.  Days of recollection are always occasions for not only spiritual enrichment but also socialization and fraternity.  This day was no different than any of the others in that respect with lots of discussion, friendly talk and exchange of ideas over morning coffee and lunch gatherings.  Later in the day, the sun seemed to catch up with the spirit as it made its smiling appearance by mid-afternoon. 

     Led by Regional Spiritual Assistant, Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, the theme of the retreat day was Evangelization. Connecting this theme with the Church’s Pauline year, Father focused on Jesus’ words to “go out to all nations” outlining Paul’s missionary trips and comparing them to those of St. Francis of Assisi and our early Franciscans, particularly the martyrs.  While Paul’s missionary trips were from East to West, Francis’ were from West to East ultimately leading him to the Muslims, the gentiles of his day.  The essence of evangelization is not simply to exchange ideas but to convert, to save souls. That was Francis’ goal. 

     All of us are mandated both by our baptism and by the Gospel, to go out and convert even if the word conversion possesses negative connotations in our present world.  And who are our “gentiles”?  Father suggests that we must continue to look to the East, especially to China, India and the Middle East.  In Paul’s day, the philosophy of Stoicism influenced the thought of some, preparing them to receive the Gospel by its belief in asceticism and a rudimentary triune god.  Today, one of the most popular books in China is The Meditations of Marcus Aurelius, Roman Emperor and ALSO Stoic.  Perhaps God is laying the ground work for a new evangelization in the East as people become disillusioned with materialism and search for truth, the “fullness of Truth” within the Church. 

     Each of us has an obligation to evangelize in our own way depending upon our state and role in life. For some professed religious and even a few laypersons, it takes them to various, exotic “far away” places in order to preach the Word.  However, for most of us, the call is less romantic.  It is to gain souls for Jesus in the ordinary events of the day amidst the ordinary people of our time.

     Is the world in which we live a hopeful place for Church growth?  Is it ready for the harvest of which Jesus speaks?  Who have you converted or brought back to the Sacraments?  What can we do to participate in this mission of our Faith?  These are just some of the questions which we must ask ourselves as we continue on our personal journeys.
Peter D’Amato, SFO, Our Lady Queen of Angels

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Brunch: third Tuesday of each month at 11:45 am, Premier Diner, Commack Road. Seculars from several fraternities gather to promote a fraternal bond between our SFO fraternities on Long Island.  We talk about Franciscan subjects with brothers and sisters - we're not afraid to speak about spiritual things in public; a grand time is had by all. Contact Frank Harnos (631) 499-0074 for directions.

“Christ in the City”, Retreats at Church of St John the Baptist, 210 West 31st Street, NYC: Saturdays 4-10 pm: Topics: Jesus The Word Become Flesh, Francis of Assisi, Perfect Joy, Finding God in Stillness and Solitude; Brother Salvatore Patricola OFM Cap (212) 564-9070  x247

Secular Franciscan Study Days: offered by the Franciscan Brothers at Mount Alvernia, Centerport.  Call Brother Tom Barton at (631) 261-5730 for information.

October 3, 7 pm: Transitus Celebration at St Joseph the Worker RC Church, East Patchogue, sponsored by St Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity.  Contact Vivian Cordes at (631) 286-9133.

October 25: Fall Regional Gathering at St Joseph Church, Babylon.  All invited.

April 14-17, 2009: Regional Retreat at Cormaria, Sag Harbor; cost $165; contact Bob Campbell at (516) 599-4256.

April 25, 2009: Annual Regional Chapter and NAFRA Visitation, at St Adalbert Church, Elmhurst. ALL FRATERNITY MINISTERS ARE REQUIRED TO ATTEND.
Book Review:  Seeking a Gospel Life by Lester Bach, OFM, Cap.

Joan Geiger, SFO, St. Michael’s 
Seeking a Gospel Life reflects the gospel vision from a Franciscan viewpoint.  Trinitarian spirituality is at the heart of the book (Preface).

     The book (copyright 2008) consists of twelve chapters of scriptural passages and commentary on such topics as prayer, everyday life, joy, and the faces of fear.  At the end of each chapter is a “Contemplative time.”  It provides the reader opportunity to examine issues that surfaced in the chapter and listen to the promptings of the Holy Spirit so as to allow the Gospel to mold your life, attitudes and need for conversion.

     The final chapter succinctly sums up our Franciscan call and perception and how Gospel ideas are expressed in how we live.
1. That we know and follow the call from God.
2. That the call reflects the vision of the Gospel.
3. That the call brings people together in faith and love.
4. That the call invites us to bring peace and justice to all people.
5. That the call deals realistically with the enticements that power, prestige and possessions can offer.
6. That the call brings us a sense of prayerfulness.
7. That the call creates an atmosphere of shalom where people are respected, loved, and live in an atmosphere of acceptance and support.
8. That the call nudges us to the work of creating a “beatitude” atmosphere for building the reign of God.
9. That the call invites us to fulfill our prophetic role in the Church and the world.
10. That the call expects us to be a model of gospel love/open to the work of the Spirit/ready to bring positive alternatives to a struggling world and Church.
11. That the call touches both our lives and our words.  Our goal is to offer good news to all people.
12. That the call brings joy which we share with others.
13. That the call offers hope which we bring to the world. 
     Seeking a Gospel Life is recommended for personal reading and reflection.   
Book Review
St. Francis of Assisi and the Conversion of the Muslims, by Frank M. Rega (Tan Books and Publishers, Inc. Rockford, Illinois, 61105, 132 pages, $16.50)

Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap.

This book might be of interest because it is written by a Secular Franciscan and interest in the Muslim religion has grown as a result of the Oil Crisis, the Iraqi War, the growth of Islamic Fundamentalism, and the call from the Church for a New Evangelization.

     Although written in an easy-to-read format, the book does contain informative footnotes and references.  It has 17 chapters and 10 of these concern infor-mation the average Secular Franciscan is already aware of; i.e., the birth and youth of St. Francis, his conversion, the story of Greccio and the reception of the Stigmata, and the death of Francis.  However, in 7 chapters of the book, Rega uncovers new territory and presents us with the missionary efforts of Francis ‘among the Saracens and other infidels’.

     Several ideas expressed by Rega would not be ‘politically correct’ among many Franciscan writers today, especially in this age of misunderstood ecumenism.  Perhaps, that is why I enjoyed the book.  Rega writes that Francis was not a pacifist.  He states that Francis did not go to the Muslims to ‘dialog’ as an end in itself.  He went to convert (not a popular word today) the Muslims.  Francis supported the 5th Crusade.  These ideas could cause some debate and discussion.  They do cause us to pause and reflect upon our relationship, as Catholics and as Franciscans, with Muslims.  What does it mean to go among the ‘Saracens and other infidels’ today?  When Jesus called his disciples to go among all nations, baptizing, was Jesus serious?  What is the role of friars working today in Turkey or in Qatar?  Why did Francis make three attempts to preach among the Muslims?  Why did Francis rejoice in the martyrdom of the First Franciscan Martyrs?  Do we show concern for the salvation of the soul? 

     Rega’s book is well written, provocative and timely. It can lead to fruitful discussion. 

FLIC-An Overview
Bob Campbell, SFO, Regional Formation Director

35 Seculars and 1 Capuchin Friar from 3 SFO Regions (Our Lady of the Angels, Solanus Casey and Tau Cross) gathered at Mount St Alphonsus Retreat Center, Esopus NY, from August 11 through 15, for FLIC 2008.  This was the “reincarnation” of former gatherings called SELF.

     First and foremost, it was truly "Franciscans Living In Community."  Whenever Franciscans get together, it's like a family gathering.  Some of the people knew each other from previous gatherings but there were many who met for the first time;  nonetheless, we were all IMMEDIATELY brothers and sisters.

     FLIC is NOT a retreat – it’s a gather-ing, so we do the things we do whenever our local fraternities gather:  some prayer, some formation, a bit of business/ announcements, and a LOT of socializing.

     We had Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Mass every day.  Father Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap, was with us the whole time and gave – as always - inspiring homilies on Franciscan spirituality.  Brother Salvatore Patricola, OFM Cap, a Deacon, came on Wednes-day and led an awe-inspiring Holy Hour. 

   Carol Gentile, former National Minister, the principal speaker, gave a presentation every morning on the theme:  Call and Community.  Those who know Carol know how that went:  informative, inspiring, breath-taking!

     Our other speakers, Joan Geiger (Tau Cross Regional Councilor), Otto Schaefer (former Solanus Casey Regional Formation Director, now involved in prison ministry) and Lori Pieper (renowned for her research on our Patroness, St Elizabeth of Hungary), also gave excellent presentations.

     Every evening, as well as all afternoon on Wednesday, was “free time” for socialization – snacks, walks, talks, and, on the last night, “flicks at FLIC”.  One of our brothers created our new theme song: “Flic-a-di-do-dah.”

     Some of the "Newbies" (those who were attending for the first time) are candidates for profession and at the end they shared how valuable it was for them to EXPERIENCE Franciscanism being lived out in real life.  This was applauded and affirmed by all!                             †
FLIC-A Personal Reflection
Louise Sandberg, SFO, Bl. Raymond Lull 

FLIC opened up a new place in my heart for community.  I had been to SELF as an inquirer, so this was my first experience of this kind of community living as a professed member of the SFO. 

     I heard a lot of wonderful things from Carol Gentile.  She said God called us in baptism, along with all other Christians.  But that wasn't enough for God.  God loved us so much that God called us a second time to become Franciscans. 

     When Carol said that, I could feel tears come to my eyes.  I knew God was calling me, but part of me was afraid that God's continued calling was because I was not doing enough.  When Carol said that about the call to SFO, I realized that every time God calls me it is because God loves me so much.  It is not a criticism of what I am doing or who I am. 

     More than that, I realize that all of us who spent the week together were called to FLIC by God because God loves us so much.  God knew that we needed each other, we needed to be together, we needed to learn how to love one another, live in community, enjoy each other, discover one another's gifts, celebrate a birthday, laugh together, pray together, making a wonderful communal memory. 

     I was proud of us as a group.  We looked out for one another, listened to one another, thought about those back home. 

     Otto Schaefer taught us how even though we never aspire to certain things - he never wanted to be involved in prison ministry - if God calls us because God loves us so much, we will love it.  Otto had 5 letters passed on to him by 5 different people all from the same inmate who was desperate to have formation in prison.  Otto got the hint, and his life and the lives of the inmates are forever changed.  We got a copy of their newsletter, and the inmates (who call themselves “Friends of Francis”) are willing to pray for our intentions. 

     Joan Geiger shared a method of faith-sharing that involved listening skills and respected the preferences of those in the group to share or pass, but made sure that each person had the opportunity to share, pass, or pass for now.  We shared on Pentecost, whether it was a miracle of tongues, or a miracle of ears.  Our group decided it was a combination of both because even when we hear, we don't always listen, believe or act. 

     Wednesday night, Brother Salvatore led a beautiful holy hour.  Each of us walked alone into the chapel and sat silently in the sanctuary.  We used St Bonaventure's beautiful prayers. 

"Desire not understanding,

The groaning of prayer not diligent reading,

The Spouse not the teacher, God not man, darkness not clarity,

Not light but the fire that totally inflames and carries us into God."

     Brother Sal shared on God's love in such a beautiful way that we truly felt loved by him and by God at the same moment.  His kind and gentle spirit truly invited us into intimacy with God.  From him I learned that humility means we know we need God, and poverty means dependence on God.

     Lori Pieper shared her book about Elizabeth of Hungary which she wrote to celebrate the 800th anniversary of Elizabeth's birth.  It’s amazing how Francis changed the world, and his charism called royalty and commoners alike.  Also amazing that Tau Cross Region has the world renowned expert in Elizabeth of Hungary.  I have been reading her book and learning so much about how simply Elizabeth was able to see the world and her place in it, without being trapped in the wealth surrounding her.  It is truly a lesson for our times. 

     On Thursday, Carol invited us to share with the group our own experience of living the commissions.  I shared on the commissions of peace and justice as well as family.  I realized how much my life as a Secular Franciscan is an answer to God's call.  The sharing of those at the gathering made it clear that the sacrifices, the love, the serving of God, and the answer to God's call is continuing in the lives of us ordinary seculars.  We continue to follow Francis, and through him, Jesus. 

     Then on Friday we heard about Vital Reciprocity with the friars, defined as mutual relationship needed for our life.  I thought immediately of Fr Matt, our fraternity’s Spiritual Assistant.  We have such a loving mutuality with him.  And he was our friar at FLIC.  Fr. Matt’s reflections in his homilies during FLIC were written before we arrived.  Instead of repeating what the speakers were sharing, I felt he was bringing a necessary balance.  

     I was proud to be present to members of the other regions and fraternities and to be a lively and fun loving spirit at FLIC.  We even started to make plans to visit one another’s fraternities, and to come back next year.  SAVE THE DATE FOR NEXT YEAR (August 17-21)!!     †
A Candidate’s Reflection on FLIC

Robert Messa, Cure of Ars 
When I first considered attending FLIC, I was nervous that I would be meeting people from other regions who would be better Franciscans than me.  What I experienced was simply that Franciscans are people too!  The questions I had were answered within hours (over pizza at dinner actually), when not only was I welcomed, but the professed Franciscans were actually excited that a candidate would join them. 
     The people I was fortunate enough to meet over this week taught me more about Franciscan spirituality than all the books I have read, meetings I have attended and questions I have asked other Franciscans during my short time as an inquirer and candidate.  The time actually living in community with fellow brothers and sisters enlightened me as to the meaning of Franciscan spirituality.  Franciscan spirituality is about who you are, not what you are or what you do. 

     When I arrived home I realized how I had been transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit working through all the Franciscans I had shared a week with.  The world seems different to me.  I am no longer uncomfortable talking about God with anyone and have had several experiences since FLIC which illuminate my new refreshed outlook.  I know now that I can express Franciscan Spirituality in a unique way without being unique.  
     FLIC was an absolute joy and I look forward to many to come.  If possible, leave the time open next year.  Gas and tolls $65.00.  Living in community, a dollar a day for a year.  Being transformed by the Holy Spirit, priceless.      †
Please send items of interest (elections, professions, anniversaries, events, recognition) to Regional Secretary Raymond Clarke, 899 Crestview Avenue, North Woodmere NY 11581 (or email to Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net)
The TAU is published quarterly, in January, April, July and October.  Articles by Fraternity members are welcomed.  If accepted, they may be edited.  Please submit copy by the 10th of the month prior to the publication month.

      + + + + +

Please address inquiries or letters to editor Frank Drollinger, 89-14 85th St. Woodhaven, NY 11421  Phone: 718-296-1756 or fdrollin@aol.com 
Please visit our Regional website: taucrossregion.org  Please send comments to the webmaster.
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