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PALM SUNDAY 
THE LIFE OF A SECULAR FRANCISCAN IN 2011!


It can be briefly summed up by the norm of life that St. Francis gave to all those who came to him and asked, “how can ordinary people in the world, live to save their lives?”

In the year 1900 Paul Sabatier discovered the document which recorded what Francis told the laity of his times, who needed to live in the world but wished to follow his way of life, which is found in the prologue of the rule of The Secular Franciscan Order in Chapter one. Those who followed this way of life came to be known as the Third Order of St. Francis 


When the Third Order of St. Francis was given its new rule of 1978 and a Minister, along with a council of its own, to govern what was known as The Third Order of St..Francis. they accepted the wisdom of the Church, and the name change of their own choosing, to the Secular Franciscan Order.

The time of the laity had come because of the Vatican Council II and they would take on a new life in the Church and more fully participate in the affairs of the Church.


The Secular Franciscan Order would share this task, along with the parish based organizations that were already present and those who would come to life because of the council such as the Secular Institutes that were emerging in the Church. In former years the Third Order was a strong but A silent force in the life of the Church. Now they are called to an active witness and the silent force in the Church called to convert the world.


Fr. John Harden, S.J. composed a prayer for the consecrated men and women for the religious orders. We are an order consecrated, but not by vows but promises to be faithful and serve the Church. We too need this prayer: It is called “A PRAYER FOR A MARTYR’S FAITH”


Lord Jesus, we beg you, strengthen our faith in your Divinity, deepen our conviction that you, God, became man to live a consecrated life, to teach us what authentic, honest-to-God Catholicism is all about.


Protect us, dear Lord, from the widespread mania, which has penetrated countries like ours.


Dear Lord, how we need a deep faith, a faith of martyrs, today. Because only those will survive who are convinced that to live a consecrated life, means to live a martyr’s life. 


Dear Lord, help us to become more and more like You, living examples of what the Early Church showed the pagan world-that You are our God and we are your creatures, born into this world to convert the pagan world to Christianity. Amen.

REMINDER!   Regional Chapter Sat. April 16th. At St. Adalbert’s Church in Elmhurst, N.Y.



  The H2O project. For all who participated please bring your checks (we will mail)



  This month’s ongoing formation will be on the virtues. In May two professions.

ANNIVERSARY OF PROFESSION!



   Dan Volpe professed on April 9th.1989 -   22nd. Year of profession

BIRTHDAY! Let us celebrate the miracle!



    Dolores Barone.  born on April 29th. 

DECEASED OF OUR FRATERNITY in the month of April! We offer this prayer!


Eternal Father I offer you the Most Precious Blood of Your Divine Son, Jesus in union with the masses said throughout the world today, for holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal Church, those in my own home and within my family. Amen.
Dolores Kahn  04/01/93

Trina Gonzales  04/04/91

Marion Notine 04/14/2005.

PROLOGUE: Exhortation of St. Francis to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance!

Chapter One of the Rule SFO: Concerning Those Who Do Penance!


All who love the Lord with their whole heart, with their whole soul and mind, with all their strength and love their neighbors as themselves and hate their bodies with their vices and sins, and receive the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, and produce worthy fruits of penance.

Oh, how happy and blessed are these men and women when they do these things and persevere in doing them “the spirit of the Lord will rest upon them and he will make ”his home and dwelling among them ”and they are the sons of the heavenly Father whose works they do, and they are spouses, brothers and mothers of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are spouses, when by the Holy Spirit the faithful soul is united with our Lord Jesus Christ, we are brothers to him when we fulfill “the will of the Father who is in heaven”

We are mothers, when we carry him in our heart and body through divined love and a pure and sincere conscience; we give to him through a holy life which must give light to others by example.

Oh, how glorious it is to have a great and Holy Father in heaven! Oh (how glorious it is) to have such a beautiful and admirable Spouse, the Holy Paraclete.

Oh, (how glorious it is) to have such a brother and such a son, loved, beloved, humble, peaceful, sweet, loveable, and desirable above all: Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave up His life for His sheep and prayed to the Father saying:

“Oh holy Father, protect them with your name whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours and you gave them to me. I entrusted to them the message you gave to me out of the world. They were yours and you gave them to me. I entrusted to them the message you entrusted to me and they received it. They have known that in truth I came from you, they have believed that it was you who sent me. For these I pray, not for the world. Bless and consecrate them, and I consecrate myself for their sakes. I do not pray for them alone; I pray also for those who will believe in me through their word that they may be holy by being one as we are. And I desire, Father, to have them in my company where I am to see this glory of mine in your Kingdom.
