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FRANCISCAN DAY OF PRAYER


 


Places, Dates & Times


 


Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church


 


495 No. Ocean Avenue, Patchogue, NY


 


Sunday, Octo


ber 2nd, 2011


 


 


 


Formation Classes


 


      


 


            


 


            


  12:30 p.m.


 


Franciscan Crown Rosary


 


      


 


            


  1:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.


 


Mass/  Profession    


 


   


       


                   2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.


 


Repast 


 


/ St Francis feast


 


         


 


            


  3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.


 


No Formation *    


 


      


              


            3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.


 


 


 


·


WEDNESDAY IS PRAYER DAY!


 


We pray for our Fraternity’s holiness and for an increase in vocat


ions 


 


to our Fraternity and the Secular Franciscan Order.


 


 


* * * * * * * * * *


 


Please remember in your charity to pray for:


 


 


Dec


eased Franciscans


-


October 


 


John Hoefler


 


     


 


            


 


            


1979


 


Theo Hessian


 


    


 


            


 


            


1969


 


Theresa Wisniewski


 


     


 


            


2002


 


Alice McKenna


 


 


            


 


            


2009


 


 


 


Ill Francisca


ns


 


 


Josephine McMahon   Eileen McGee               Roger McEnerney


 


Joan Turpin                 Gilda Kalivas                Jerr


y Walsh


 


Edward Harrigan        Loretta  Corcoran           


Bill Sosnicki  


 


Wendy Petruzzi          Dottie Rosenman           Dor


othy Pavicic


 


Veronica 


Corvasce     Jo


-


Ann Brewer


 


 


Special Intentions


 


–


 


 


For all of our fraternity members and their families esp


ecially our


 


brothers and sisters who have gone to the Lord. 


 


William


 


 


Osmond,


 


              


date of death unknown   


 


Margaret Celeste


 


 


 


              


date of 


death unknown


 


 


 


 


 


 


THE TRANSITUS (October 3rd) 


 


“What do we miss the most”


 


There is a line from the fairy tale The Tinker King 


which states: “Ever


ything dies a little when something 


dies a lot.” Francis’ passing from this world 


 


constituted a particularly brilliant reflecti


on of God’s 


beauty no longer physically present to us. What a loss!  


 


 


And in our loss, in the first decade of this 21st century


, people like 


ourselves around the planet gather tonight for the 781st time since 


Francis’s death to ask the question one more t


ime. “What do we miss 


the most?” and “What does our world miss the most?”  


 


 


 


As we sit here tonight, “memories” come back that 


find us “dying a 


little” all over again because Francis died “a lot.” We encounter our 


own fears and yearnings as we stand befor


e the darkness and the 


shadow of death in Afghanistan and Iraq and North Korea and Iran.


 


  


 


Filling our news and our very beings


, we listen with heavy hearts to 


the death toll in  New York city streets alone. We mourn in


 


 solidarity with Iraqi and Afghan a


nd Palestinian and Israeli  But, in 


the face of this evil, we remember Francis who encountered the


 


 Sultan peacefully, who recon


ciled opposing factions in Assisi, who 


lifted hearts with his greeting of “Good Morning, Good People,” who 


envisioned a world of


 no enemies where everyone was sister and 


brother and who stripped himself of everything to make this happen 


more easily, who al


lowed his suffering to transform him into a most 


faithful mirror of Christ, and who could even face death singing


—


and, all of a 


sudden, WE HAVE HOPE. 


 


 


 


We realize that our God is, indeed, not only a God of day but also a 


God who holds us during the darkne


ss and that Francis’ imitation of 


the foot


-


washing Christ is just the antidote we and our world need in 


response to the oppressi


on and brokenness that surround us. 


 


  


 


As we ponder “What do we miss the most?” we are challenged by our 


own responsibility to 


“fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of 


Christ.” (1 Colossians 24) Through the intercession of St. Francis and 


through the


 legacy that he has passed down to us, what we miss the 


most God’s spirit has given us the power to supply!


 




 

FRANCISCAN DAY OF PRAYER 

Places, Dates & Times 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

495 No. Ocean Avenue, Patchogue, NY 

Sunday, October 2nd, 2011

  

 

Formation Classes                                      12:30 p.m. 

Franciscan Crown Rosary                        1:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Mass/  Profession                                   2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Repast  / St Francis feast                           3:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

No Formation *                                      3:45 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

 



WEDNESDAY IS PRAYER DAY! 

We pray for our Fraternity’s holiness and for an increase in vocations  

to our Fraternity and the Secular Franciscan Order. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Please remember in your charity to pray for: 

 

Deceased Franciscans-October  

John Hoefler                                   1979 

Theo Hessian                                  1969 

Theresa Wisniewski                     2002 

Alice McKenna                             2009 

 

 

Ill Franciscans  

Josephine McMahon   Eileen McGee               Roger McEnerney 

Joan Turpin                 Gilda Kalivas                Jerry Walsh 

Edward Harrigan        Loretta  Corcoran           Bill Sosnicki   

Wendy Petruzzi          Dottie Rosenman           Dorothy Pavicic 

Veronica Corvasce     Jo-Ann Brewer 

 

Special Intentions – 

 

For all of our fraternity members and their families especially our 

brothers and sisters who have gone to the Lord.  

William  Osmond,                date of death unknown    

Margaret Celeste                  date of death unknown 

 

 

 

   

THE TRANSITUS (October 3rd)  

“What do we miss the most” 

There is a line from the fairy tale The Tinker King 

which states: “Everything dies a little when something 

dies a lot.” Francis’ passing from this world  

constituted a particularly brilliant reflection of God’s 

beauty no longer physically present to us. What a loss!   

 

And in our loss, in the first decade of this 21st century, people like 

ourselves around the planet gather tonight for the 781st time since 

Francis’s death to ask the question one more time. “What do we miss 

the most?” and “What does our world miss the most?”   

  

As we sit here tonight, “memories” come back that find us “dying a 

little” all over again because Francis died “a lot.” We encounter our 

own fears and yearnings as we stand before the darkness and the 

shadow of death in Afghanistan and Iraq and North Korea and Iran. 

   

Filling our news and our very beings, we listen with heavy hearts to 

the death toll in  New York city streets alone. We mourn in 

 solidarity with Iraqi and Afghan and Palestinian and Israeli  But, in 

the face of this evil, we remember Francis who encountered the 

 Sultan peacefully, who reconciled opposing factions in Assisi, who 

lifted hearts with his greeting of “Good Morning, Good People,” who 

envisioned a world of no enemies where everyone was sister and 

brother and who stripped himself of everything to make this happen 

more easily, who allowed his suffering to transform him into a most 

faithful mirror of Christ, and who could even face death singing—

and, all of a sudden, WE HAVE HOPE.  

  

We realize that our God is, indeed, not only a God of day but also a 

God who holds us during the darkness and that Francis’ imitation of 

the foot-washing Christ is just the antidote we and our world need in 

response to the oppression and brokenness that surround us.  

   

As we ponder “What do we miss the most?” we are challenged by our 

own responsibility to “fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of 

Christ.” (1 Colossians 24) Through the intercession of St. Francis and 

through the legacy that he has passed down to us, what we miss the 

most God’s spirit has given us the power to supply! 
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   Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 


(1910


-


1997)


 


 


 


          


“


The fruit of faith is love and the fruit of love is service”


 


Mother Teresa o


f Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized 


throughout the world for her work among the poorest of the poor, 


was beatified October 19,


 2003. Among those present were


 


 hundreds of Missionaries of Charity, the Order she founded in 1950 


as a diocesan religious comm


unity. Today the congregation also 


 


includes contemplative sisters and brothers and an order of priests. 


 


Speaking in a strained


, weary voice at the beatification Mass, Pope 


John Paul II declared her blessed, prompting waves of applause 


 


before the 300,000


 pilgrims in St. Peter's Square. In his homily, read 


by an aide for the aging pope, the Holy Father called Mother Teresa 


“one of


 the most relevant personalities of our age” and “an icon of 


the Good Samaritan.” Her life, he said, was “a bold proclamation of


 


the gospel.” Mother Teresa's beatification, just over six years after 


her death, was part of an expedited process put into effe


ct by Pope 


John Paul II. Like so many others around the world, he found her 


love for the Eucharist, for prayer and for the poor 


a model for all to 


emulate. The message was clear. I was to leave the convent and 


help the poor while living among them.” She al


so heard a call to give 


up her life with the Sisters of Loreto and, instead, to “follow Christ 


into the slums to serve him among


 the poorest of the poor.” After


 


 receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious 


 


community and undertake her n


ew work, she took a nursing course 


for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the 


slums and opened a schoo


l for poor children. Dressed in a white sari 


and sandals (the ordinary dress of an Indian woman) she soon 


 


began getting to know


 her neighbors


—


especially the poor and 


sick


—


and getting to know their needs through visits. The work was 


exhausting, but she was


 not alone for long. Volunteers who came to 


join her in the work, some of them former students, became the core 


of the Missionar


ies of Charity. Other helped by donating food,


 


 clothing, supplies, the use of buildings. In 1952 the city of Calcutta 


gave Moth


er Teresa a former hostel, which became a home for the 


dying and the destitute. As the Order expanded, services were also 


offere


d to orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging and 


street people. For the next four decades Mother Teresa worked


 


 tirel


essly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds. Nor did 


her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and


 


inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the poorest of the poor. In 


1979 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On Septembe


r 5, 


1997, God called her home. 


 


       


 


            


 


            


 


Common Fund Activity:


 


      


as of 


 September


  14th 


 


Income 500.00  receipts minus 


 


Expense 777.53   equals 


–


277.53 


 


 


 


REMINDER


 


  It is


 a part of  the 


RULE 


that


, 


unless for 


good reason,  you should


 


attend Gathering . 


However, you should send in your attendance


 


en


velope and your offering for the fraternity’s common fund.


 


 


Footnotes:


 


 


The October Gathering is the Faternity’s celebration of 


the 


Feastday of St. Francis, Fr. Matt will celebrate Mass, Frances 


McCarthy will be professed and there will be a repast in the 


center.


 


       


 


HAPPY OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS


:    09th   Lorraine Lindner,


 


10th


 


    


Margaret Henry,  11th     Dianne Schumacher,


 


22nd


 


   


Ve


ronica Corvasce,  26th     Mary Korber.


 


 


OCTOBER PROFESSIONS:


 


 


Mary Korber  October 26, 1958, 


 


Mark Crean  October 6, 1985,    


 


 Helen Grimes  October 6, 1985, Josephine McMahon October 4,1992, 


 


Dianne Schumacher October 3, 1993 Veronica Corvase October 2,


 1994,  


Daisy Meier October 1, 1995,  Gilda Kalivas


 


  October 5, 1997,               


William Sosnicki October 4, 1998, Robert Me


tz  October 4, 1998,            


Josephine (Kuhl) Zottarelli October 6, 2002, 


 


Loretta Corcoran  October 5, 2003,   Nancy Cangeli


osi October 2, 2005,


 


Edward Harrigan  October 1, 2006,   Judith Heffernan October 1, 2006,


 


Dorothy Morris  October 1, 2006,    D


orothy Pavacic October 1, 2006,


 


Martha Sconfienza October 1, 2006, 


 


Anthony and Maria Vissicchio  October 5, 2008.


 


 


SOUP KITCHEN


–


 next is Tuesday, November 29th, 2011


 


Please come help us fulfill our obligations as SFO’S


 


 


 COMING EVENTS: 


 


Transitus 


will be 


celebrated by the St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity


 


at St. Joseph the Worker Church in East Patchogue 7:30 in the evening.


 


 Monday


, October 3rd


 


 


Annual Fall Regional Gathering 


will be held at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall 


in Babylon on November 5th. Arrival time 


is usually 9:30. The guest 


speaker will be Fr. Richard Trezza, all SFO’ are welcome. 


 




               

  

   Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 

(1910-1997) 

             “

The fruit of faith is love and the fruit of love is service” 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the tiny woman recognized 

throughout the world for her work among the poorest of the poor, 

was beatified October 19, 2003. Among those present were 

 hundreds of Missionaries of Charity, the Order she founded in 1950 

as a diocesan religious community. Today the congregation also  

includes contemplative sisters and brothers and an order of priests.  

Speaking in a strained, weary voice at the beatification Mass, Pope 

John Paul II declared her blessed, prompting waves of applause  

before the 300,000 pilgrims in St. Peter's Square. In his homily, read 

by an aide for the aging pope, the Holy Father called Mother Teresa 

“one of the most relevant personalities of our age” and “an icon of 

the Good Samaritan.” Her life, he said, was “a bold proclamation of 

the gospel.” Mother Teresa's beatification, just over six years after 

her death, was part of an expedited process put into effect by Pope 

John Paul II. Like so many others around the world, he found her 

love for the Eucharist, for prayer and for the poor a model for all to 

emulate. The message was clear. I was to leave the convent and 

help the poor while living among them.” She also heard a call to give 

up her life with the Sisters of Loreto and, instead, to “follow Christ 

into the slums to serve him among the poorest of the poor.” After 

 receiving permission to leave Loreto, establish a new religious  

community and undertake her new work, she took a nursing course 

for several months. She returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the 

slums and opened a school for poor children. Dressed in a white sari 

and sandals (the ordinary dress of an Indian woman) she soon  

began getting to know her neighbors—especially the poor and 

sick—and getting to know their needs through visits. The work was 

exhausting, but she was not alone for long. Volunteers who came to 

join her in the work, some of them former students, became the core 

of the Missionaries of Charity. Other helped by donating food, 

 clothing, supplies, the use of buildings. In 1952 the city of Calcutta 

gave Mother Teresa a former hostel, which became a home for the 

dying and the destitute. As the Order expanded, services were also 

offered to orphans, abandoned children, alcoholics, the aging and 

street people. For the next four decades Mother Teresa worked 

 tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no bounds. Nor did 

her energy, as she crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and 

inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the poorest of the poor. In 

1979 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On September 5, 

1997, God called her home.                                       

Common Fund Activity:        as of  September  14th  

Income 500.00  receipts minus  

Expense 777.53   equals –277.53 

 

  

REMINDER 

  It is a part of  the 

RULE 

that

, 

unless for 

good reason,  you should 

attend Gathering . 

However, you should send in your attendance 

envelope and your offering for the fraternity’s common fund. 

 

Footnotes:

 

 

The October Gathering is the Faternity’s celebration of the 

Feastday of St. Francis, Fr. Matt will celebrate Mass, Frances 

McCarthy will be professed and there will be a repast in the 

center. 

        

HAPPY OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS

:    09th   Lorraine Lindner, 

10th      Margaret Henry,  11th     Dianne Schumacher, 

22nd    Veronica Corvasce,  26th     Mary Korber. 

 

OCTOBER PROFESSIONS: 

 

Mary Korber  October 26, 1958, 

 

Mark Crean  October 6, 1985,     

 Helen Grimes  October 6, 1985, Josephine McMahon October 4,1992,  

Dianne Schumacher October 3, 1993 Veronica Corvase October 2, 1994,  

Daisy Meier October 1, 1995,  Gilda Kalivas   October 5, 1997,               

William Sosnicki October 4, 1998, Robert Metz  October 4, 1998,            

Josephine (Kuhl) Zottarelli October 6, 2002,  

Loretta Corcoran  October 5, 2003,   Nancy Cangeliosi October 2, 2005, 

Edward Harrigan  October 1, 2006,   Judith Heffernan October 1, 2006, 

Dorothy Morris  October 1, 2006,    Dorothy Pavacic October 1, 2006, 

Martha Sconfienza October 1, 2006,  

Anthony and Maria Vissicchio  October 5, 2008. 

 

SOUP KITCHEN– next is Tuesday, November 29th, 2011 

Please come help us fulfill our obligations as SFO’S 

 

 COMING EVENTS: 

 

Transitus 

will be celebrated by the St. Maximilian Kolbe Fraternity 

at St. Joseph the Worker Church in East Patchogue 7:30 in the evening. 

 Monday, October 3rd 

 

Annual Fall Regional Gathering 

will be held at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall 

in Babylon on November 5th. Arrival time is usually 9:30. The guest 

speaker will be Fr. Richard Trezza, all SFO’ are welcome.  
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M


INISTER’S MESSAGE 


         


 


           Choice of prayer for the daily office


 


 


MORNING PRAYER: First, there is the 


"Morning 


and Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours,


 


either in co


m


mon or in private. These celebrations 


are to be pr


e


ferred at the fraternity meeting." Most 


Secular Fra


n


ciscans use the 


Christian Prayer 


book  also 


 


referred to as the  


Liturgy of the Hours .


 


or


 


The Little Office of the Blessed Virg


in 


is another form of daily 


prayer for Secular Franciscans.


 


Saint Francis composed the 


 


Office of the Passion. This is found in 


several places. It is found 


in the 


Ritual


, and also in a separate book:


 "The Geste of the 


Great King," 


by Laurent Galliant, OFM 


and Andre Cirini, OFM.


 


or


 


The Office of the Twelve Our Fathers 


is perhaps the simplest to 


pray. One then prays the Our Father, H


ail Mary and Glory Be, 12 


times. The 


"Secular Franciscan Companion


" has a number of 


these with little antiphons, however, this i


s not really considered a 


Liturgical Office anymore. This is perhaps something that a 


 


hospitalized Franciscan could pray, or wh


en one is traveling.


 


Since conversation with God will ultimately lead us to examine 


ourselves, prayer requires honesty and humil


ity. When we pray 


daily the Liturgy of the Hours (particularly morning and evening 


prayer), we accomplish the following objectiv


es; 


 


 a) we unite in prayer with others  throughout the world to provide 


bonding of worshippers from pope to peasant together wi


th Jesus 


Christ as a “living sacrifice of praise” to God the Father and to 


 


relive the mysteries of the life of Christ in our ow


n daily existence  


(art: 8)


 


 b) we consecrate the various portions of the day (especially 


morning and evenings) to God’s service


 and to our conscious 


pa


r


ticipation in the work of salvation.


 


 c) we meter our day to give our earthly existence a constant 


God


-


orientation.


 


 d) we becom


e one with others of past ages in expressing praise, 


 


dedication, atonement, and intercession through the continuity of


 


a prayer


 form already begun in the Old Testament times which


 


uses psalms and canticles, Scripture and response, petitions and 


prayer. Fr


ancis and Clare employed the Liturgy of the Hours as a 


means of bringing about solidarity of a community


-


at


-


prayer.


 


 PEACE BOB 


 


 


The 


FORMATION Perspective                        by Tony Vissicchio,SFO


 


                                       " The Jewel of Go


d's Crown"


 


Brothers and Sisters,


 


  " Imperceptibly at first, intangibly mysterious, an undefined desire, that sense 


of unfulfill


ment, its source now still uncertain, pervasively  soliciting your will, 


your heart, and soul. And all those inner questions and


 inconclusive answers, a 


satisfying eagerness to pacify your mind " until your answer came ! Those 


 


undefined feelings, as you n


ow know, were God's inspiration of His plans for 


you. That was in fact "His call", my friend, that special call the Eternal Fath


er 


sens out, singling you out for a mission intended solely for you, and that you 


alone, in the grand scheme of His Divine Will,


 had been destined for. Should 


this seem an overstated assessment of the Divine Reality, or simply a mere 


 


figure of speech, I u


rge you to recognize its absolute truth, for this is in fact a


 


 realistic dynamic of God's vocation calls to His Elects. We shou


ld often refocus 


on this tremendous grace not to unduly boast our human ego, but in meek


 


 coherence with the very fundamentals o


f our Franciscan scope. Without 


 


indulging in philosophical  reflections, we should often revisit the ageless posits 


that have i


ntrigued man from the beginning of times :"What am I here for ?", is 


there a real purpose to my life, other than to provide for 


and satisfy my physical 


and emotional needs? My answer is in another question, a rather blunt question: 


" Was human life created


 solely as a vegetative existence ? Indeed, and absurdly, 


most tend, and even strive, to seek and achieve just that, and chase t


hat hugely 


flawed equation of : "I was born, I amass goods, I "enjoy" life".  But, wasn’t 


man meant to be a too precious,  too s


pecial, and too noble creature, and too 


loved by God, and thus destined for just the opposite of that; for, though he was 


made o


f human flesh and blood, he had been created in God's Image, and given 


intellect, self


-


awareness, the awesome gifts of reason an


d rationality, and most 


importantly, transcending all human boundaries, he was supremely endowed 


with an eternal soul, and there


fore potential heir of God's Eternal Kingdom. 


Ah...but that's not even all ! In a corollary of divine predilection, in preponde


r-


ance of His infinitely abundant goodness and generosity, He also bestowed on 


man the most sublime gift of all, a force above all


 others, to be received and 


freely given: Love, in all its magic power and depths, of both a human and 


 


divine nature, as God's 


eternal legacy. An oversimplified stance of the immense 


mystery of creation perhaps? But wasn’t man, in that un


-


measurable 


 


magn


ificence, God's dominant masterpiece ? Through endless generations, from 


the beginning of times, God chose and chooses His very 


few, and there amongst 


them He casts His call for you.  How can our mind not feel obliterated at this 


mind boggling reality ? ! 


?Let us then truly cherish God's very precious gift of 


our vocation, and thus remain faithful to what was that brought it all ab


out and 


motivated us, to now relive and feel that call every day by giving full Franciscan 


meaning to all our actions and intera


ctions, and live solely in His glorious name, 


in hope of finding our true way Home to His Eternal Kingdom. Amen.


 


With God's abun


dant blessings.                                             Tony 


 




 

  

 

MINISTER’S MESSAGE 

          

           Choice of prayer for the daily office 

 

MORNING PRAYER: First, there is the "Morning 

and Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours, 

either in common or in private. These celebrations 

are to be preferred at the fraternity meeting." Most 

Secular Franciscans use the Christian Prayer book  also  

referred to as the  Liturgy of the Hours . 

or 

The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin is another form of daily 

prayer for Secular Franciscans. Saint Francis composed the  

Office of the Passion. This is found in several places. It is found 

in the Ritual, and also in a separate book: "The Geste of the 

Great King," by Laurent Galliant, OFM and Andre Cirini, OFM. 

or 

The Office of the Twelve Our Fathers is perhaps the simplest to 

pray. One then prays the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be, 12 

times. The "Secular Franciscan Companion" has a number of 

these with little antiphons, however, this is not really considered a 

Liturgical Office anymore. This is perhaps something that a  

hospitalized Franciscan could pray, or when one is traveling. 

Since conversation with God will ultimately lead us to examine 

ourselves, prayer requires honesty and humility. When we pray 

daily the Liturgy of the Hours (particularly morning and evening 

prayer), we accomplish the following objectives;  

 a) we unite in prayer with others  throughout the world to provide 

bonding of worshippers from pope to peasant together with Jesus 

Christ as a “living sacrifice of praise” to God the Father and to  

relive the mysteries of the life of Christ in our own daily existence  

(art: 8) 

 b) we consecrate the various portions of the day (especially 

morning and evenings) to God’s service and to our conscious 

participation in the work of salvation. 

 c) we meter our day to give our earthly existence a constant 

God-orientation. 

 d) we become one with others of past ages in expressing praise,  

dedication, atonement, and intercession through the continuity of 

a prayer form already begun in the Old Testament times which 

uses psalms and canticles, Scripture and response, petitions and 

prayer. Francis and Clare employed the Liturgy of the Hours as a 

means of bringing about solidarity of a community-at-prayer. 

 PEACE BOB 

 

 

The FORMATION Perspective                        by Tony Vissicchio,SFO 

                                       " The Jewel of God's Crown" 

Brothers and Sisters, 

  " Imperceptibly at first, intangibly mysterious, an undefined desire, that sense 

of unfulfillment, its source now still uncertain, pervasively  soliciting your will, 

your heart, and soul. And all those inner questions and inconclusive answers, a 

satisfying eagerness to pacify your mind " until your answer came ! Those  

undefined feelings, as you now know, were God's inspiration of His plans for 

you. That was in fact "His call", my friend, that special call the Eternal Father 

sens out, singling you out for a mission intended solely for you, and that you 

alone, in the grand scheme of His Divine Will, had been destined for. Should 

this seem an overstated assessment of the Divine Reality, or simply a mere  

figure of speech, I urge you to recognize its absolute truth, for this is in fact a 

 realistic dynamic of God's vocation calls to His Elects. We should often refocus 

on this tremendous grace not to unduly boast our human ego, but in meek 

 coherence with the very fundamentals of our Franciscan scope. Without  

indulging in philosophical  reflections, we should often revisit the ageless posits 

that have intrigued man from the beginning of times :"What am I here for ?", is 

there a real purpose to my life, other than to provide for and satisfy my physical 

and emotional needs? My answer is in another question, a rather blunt question: 

" Was human life created solely as a vegetative existence ? Indeed, and absurdly, 

most tend, and even strive, to seek and achieve just that, and chase that hugely 

flawed equation of : "I was born, I amass goods, I "enjoy" life".  But, wasn’t 

man meant to be a too precious,  too special, and too noble creature, and too 

loved by God, and thus destined for just the opposite of that; for, though he was 

made of human flesh and blood, he had been created in God's Image, and given 

intellect, self-awareness, the awesome gifts of reason and rationality, and most 

importantly, transcending all human boundaries, he was supremely endowed 

with an eternal soul, and therefore potential heir of God's Eternal Kingdom. 

Ah...but that's not even all ! In a corollary of divine predilection, in preponder-

ance of His infinitely abundant goodness and generosity, He also bestowed on 

man the most sublime gift of all, a force above all others, to be received and 

freely given: Love, in all its magic power and depths, of both a human and  

divine nature, as God's eternal legacy. An oversimplified stance of the immense 

mystery of creation perhaps? But wasn’t man, in that un-measurable  

magnificence, God's dominant masterpiece ? Through endless generations, from 

the beginning of times, God chose and chooses His very few, and there amongst 

them He casts His call for you.  How can our mind not feel obliterated at this 

mind boggling reality ? ! ?Let us then truly cherish God's very precious gift of 

our vocation, and thus remain faithful to what was that brought it all about and 

motivated us, to now relive and feel that call every day by giving full Franciscan 

meaning to all our actions and interactions, and live solely in His glorious name, 

in hope of finding our true way Home to His Eternal Kingdom. Amen. 

With God's abundant blessings.                                             Tony  


