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Minister’s Message - Gene Heenan

“ 1 have done what was mine to do, may
Christ teach you what is yours to do.”
St. Francis of Assisi at his Transitus.

This is my last message as your Regional
Minister, and | wanted to use this article to thank all
the members of the REC (Regional Executive
Council) who have served on the councils during my
first and second terms.

For the past three years, I’ve had the honor to
serve with some truly dedicated Franciscans. Mark
Crean, Vice Minister; Dcn. Tom Page, our Secretary;
Ron Di Gangi, our Treasurer; Anna Marie Versacio,
our Formation Director; Pat Mayle and Louise
Sandberg, our Councilors have been my Franciscan
family for the past three years. Mark has been a good
friend and wise counselor; Dcn. Tom has been a
faithful servant to us all; Ron has been a trusted
friend and a diligent member of our council; Anna
Marie has done well in her role as Formation
Director and has shown outstanding hospitality in
allowing the REC to meet monthly at her home.

They are all very busy people but have still
taken the time to serve our Region and Order. We
never did our work alone, we all leaned on each other
for support. Our work was team driven and not solo
acts. I'm proud to number them as friends and
Franciscan family members.

Pat Mayle has served on two REC’s. Her first
term was as Secretary and her second as Councilor.
She also performs the role of editor of our Regional
Newsletter. She has never turned down any request
that I’ve made of her, and | could not have functioned
as well in my position without her assistance. Louise
Sandberg has served as Councilor, and she has also
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filled the role of Regional JPIC Animator. She was
the 2022 recipient of the National JPIC Award and
embodies the role as a true model of Secular
Franciscanism.

During my first term, | had the honor to serve
with the following council members: Alicia
D’Amato, Vice Minister; John Barry, Treasurer;
Jean Thomas, Councilor and Judy Heffernan,
Formation Director. | valued all their efforts, and
each one brought joy to our REC meetings and
Gatherings. John with his jokes; Alicia with her
counsel and support; Jean with her love for all of us
and Judy who worked with great diligence as our
Formation Director.

I can’t forget our Spiritual Assistants: Fr.
Matthias Wesnofske, OFM Cap; Joan Geiger, OFS
and Br. Richard Contino, OSF. Their guidance and
friendship made sure that in our council
deliberations, that we were faithful to the Rule and
Constitutions. I’'m proud to have served with such
wonderful Franciscans.

And last, but not least, | would like to thank
all the fraternity minsters and their councils and all
the other members of our Region. It has been an
honor to have been your Minister for these past six
years and | look forward to providing whatever
assistance | can render to our new Minister and REC.
May Our Lord continue to bless you, our Region and
our Order! May His Peace be on all of you!
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PAX ET BONUM!



The Tau Cross Region is
Dedicating this year to the Prayer to

Padre Pio by Pope John Paul 11
Prayer of Pope St. John Paul Il to
St. Pio of Pietrelcina
Prayed by Pope John Paul Il at
Canonization of Padre Pio

Teach us, we pray, humility of heart
So that we may be counted
Among the little ones of the Gospel
To whom the Father promised to reveal
The mysteries of His Kingdom.
Help us to pray without ceasing,
Certain that God knows what we need
Even before we ask Him.

Obtain for us the eyes of faith that will
Help us recognize in the poor and suffering,
The very face of Jesus.

Sustain us in the hour of trouble and trial
and,

If we fall, let us experience the joy of the
Sacrament of forgiveness.

Grant us your tender devotion to Mary,
Mother of Jesus and our Mother.
Accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage
toward the blessed Homeland,
Where we too, hope to arrive to contemplate
Forever the Glory of the Father, the Son,
And the Holy Spirit.

AMEN

Farmation Director’s Message —
Unna Marie Versacia

800" Anniversary
by St. Francis of Ussisi

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord, Yours
are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all
blessing, To You alone, Most High, do they belong,
and no human is worthy to mention Your name.

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your
creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, Who is the day
and through whom You give us light. And he is
beautiful and radiant with great splendor; and bears
a likeness of You, Most High One.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister
Moon and the stars, in heaven You formed them clear
and precious and beautiful.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother
Wind, and through the air, cloudy and serene, and
every kind of weather, through whom You give
sustenance to Your creatures.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister
Water, who is very useful and humble and precious
and chaste.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother
Fire, through whom You light the night, and he is
beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister
Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who
produces various fruit with colored flowers and
herbs.

Praised be You, my Lord, through those who
give pardon for Your love, and bear infirmity and
tribulation. Blessed are those who endure in peace
for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister
Bodily Death, from whom no one living can escape.
Woe to those who die in mortal sin. Blessed are those
whom death will find in Your most holy will, for the
second death shall do them no harm.

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him
thanks and serve Him with great humility.
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The remarkable circumstance about the
composition of the Canticle is that Francis, being
almost totally blind, was able to compose a song
about the beauty and unity of creation, because he
was already one with himself and with the world, and
the world was one with him. | believe these beautiful
words come from the inner depths of his heart. To
“see with the eyes of the heart” is to see what is
essential, invisible to the eye. The sun, the moon and
the stars, the wind and the earth, and the fire and
water were within him. By the light of the inner sun,



Francis saw the loveliness of everything. St Francis
is full of surprises: he calls poverty his Lady; death
as sister; bitterness becomes sweet; dispossession, a
sign of possession of oneself by communion with
reality other than the self; ecological problems reflect
the inner human problem of alienation and
selfishness; integration, a remedy to alienation;
prayer reveals that we belong to the world, not
separate from it. (Taken from the National Website
on the 800" Anniversary of the Canticle of the
Creatures by St. Francis of Assisi)
Anna Marie Versacio
Formation Director - Tau Cross Region

Spiuitual Ussistant Message —
Jean Geiger

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

JUBILEE YEAR ’
OF HOPE 2025

The Jubilee Prayer - Pope Francis
Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your Son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your kingdom.

May your grace transform us

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasurers of heaven.
May the same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever. Amen.
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| have often thought that of the three
theological virtues received at Baptism — faith, hope,
and charity — hope is given short shift or give little
attention. | often hear people express gratitude for
faith especially in times of adversity or struggle.
How often have you said, “I don’t know what I
would do without faith.” And again, the often-
quoted verses from 1 Corinthians 13:12-13 — At
present | know partially, then I will know fully, as |
am fully known. So, faith, hope, love remain, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.” “Hope does
not disappoint because the love of God has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. . ..”
(Romans 5:5) In the heart of each person, hope
dwells as the desire and expectation of good things
to come, despite our not knowing what the future may
bring. (Spes Non Confundit) Growing up didn’t we
hope for good grades, to get a good job, to find love
and happiness.

As we grow older, we hope for good health,
security, fulfilling relationships, and peace in our
country and the world. When Pope Francis declared
this Jubilee a Year of Hope, | felt it was long
overdue. Hope is the theological virtue by which we
desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our
happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and
relying not on our own strength, but on the help of
the grace of the Holy Spirit. (Catechism of the
Catholic Church #1817). When we live with hope,
we do not get entangled with concerns for how our
wishes will be fulfilled. Our prayers are not directed
toward the gift but toward the One who gives it.
Hope is based on the premise that the other only
gives what is good. Hope includes an openness by
which you wait for the promise to come to fruition
even though you never know when, where, or how
this might happen. Hope is a universal phenomenon,
a dynamic condition affirmed and reaffirmed time
and time again. Hope is revealed through
introspection, self-reflection and self-perceptions
contained  within  realistic boundaries and
expectations. Hoping has an attitude of humility to
it and is different from wishing and desire. Hope is
connected to the nature of relationships, community,



and communications as a shared experience of giving
and receiving.

Springtime is a season of hope, a time of
rebirth and rejuvenation and new beginnings marked
by longer days and the blooming of nature. In this
year of the 800" Anniversary of the Canticle of the
Creatures and as Pilgrims of Hope, | encourage you
to pray the Act of Hope as well as Pope Francis’
Jubilee Prayer during this Jubilee Year.

Act of Hope
O Lord God, I hope by your grace for the pardon of

all my sins and after life here to gain eternal
happiness because you have promised it who are
infinitely powerful, kind and merciful. In this hope I
intend to live and die. Amen.

Peace and all goodness,
Joan, OFS

JPIC Unimater Message —
Louise Sandlierg

This is the year of the 800th anniversary of
the Canticle of the Creatures, written by St Francis.
It expresses his spirituality of kinship with all
creation, all life, even Sister Death. This Canticle
gave Pope Francis the title for his environmental
encyclical, Laudato Si. | encourage you to spend time
with this beautiful hymn, see how it leads you to
deeper reverence for the holy ground we call earth.
What can we as individuals do to reverse the damage
done, appreciate the earth we have now, and heal or
prevent future damage in this year of Jubilee of
Hope? Fr Samuel Fuller, OFM Cap is willing to offer
a program based on Laudato Si. I will need your help
to organize it.

Our H20 money has bought clean water to
Uganda through Secular Franciscan Stephen Smith
OFS, also to a Capuchin run school in Camaroon,
and to thirsty neighbors by Border Samaritans.
Please sacrifice and give again this Lent. "I thirst."

Our rule calls us to "form a more fraternal and
evangelical world" to bring about the kingdom of
God. (14) We are called to promote justice and take
courageous initiatives. (15)

Justice is related to an event that occurred in
the NY prisons when a prisoner was Killed by
correction officers, the correction officers went on

strike and the National guard was called in. Blessed
Raymond Lull Fraternity's Deacon Bob Campbell
administers Friends of Francis, communicating with
prisoners and facilitating reciprocal communication.
He receives updates from prisoners, expressing their
struggle and restrictions related to the unusual
situation. Dcn. Bob is able to share what he heard so
those on the outside could pray for the inmates, our
Friends of Francis, and write to them. One prisoner
reported "things are not going too good here. We
only have chow in mess hall and yard. Everything
else is down until they get all this stuff over even
though the strike is over. There are no religious
services, no medical call outs, visits start this
weekend and legal visits only on the weekends. The
Commissioner said it will take weeks or even months
for everything to get back to normal, so that means |
cannot see my primary care provider until it’s over.
They have to hire more officers because of all the
officers they fired." Dcn Bob spreads that
information and now we are called to see how we can
pray. What action are we called to take once we have
listened. Join us in writing to and praying for
prisoners.

Please also pray for those children who have
no access to school without support. | support and
send support for dozens of Ugandan orphans and
impoverished children. Pope Francis made his prayer
intention for January 2025 that all children receive
the education that is their right.

Our Provincial Spiritual Assistant Fr. Samuel
Fuller, OFM Cap points the way in advocating for
immigrants in NH. He marched for their rights in his
Franciscan robe to make visible the presence of the
church and our stand. Closer to our LI home, and
following Fr Sam's passion for our neighbors, | have
listened to the fears of my immigrant friends and
spread information on the legal rights of immigrants
at work, on the street and at home. Please contact me
if you want that information. Our pope has exhorted
"all the faithful of the Catholic Church, and all men
and women of good will, not to give in to narratives
that discriminate against and cause unnecessary
suffering to our migrant and refugee brothers and
sisters.” Our OFM Friars encourage us to "oppose
mass deportation..., support orderly, respectful,
humane border management, and take action to
protect the "dreamers".



Our rule states, "Mindful that we are bearers
of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they
should seek out ways of unity and fraternal
dialogue." (19) In support of our rule, our National
Minister Jane DeRose-Bamman, OFS and our
national JPIC Animator Joe Makley, OFS ask us to
dedicate our prayer, fasting and almsgiving during
lent to peace in Ukraine, the Middle East, Africa,
Myanmar and "wherever terror and war inflamed the
earth." Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa OFM,
Patriarch of Jerusalem, encourages us to gaze at
Jesus on the cross, innocent, tortured Prince of Peace,
as Francis did, and find hope in his suffering and
death. (National Sec. Fran. Lenten Letter March 5,
2025)

Peace is also desperately needed in Haiti.
Locally many Secular Franciscans support Friar
Suppliers who serve the poor in Haiti as well as local
Friars and sisters. OLA and BRL Fraternities support
them regularly, recently donated goods to them, and
persistently pray for them. Haiti is so dangerous and
besieged by gang violence, let's pray.

There are many issues and many actions we
can take. Every time an issue comes up, bring it to
God. Ask "what will you have me do?" Listen to your
heart for any call, any response. Locally and
nationally, we can become involved in Franciscan
Action Network, specifically joining a Franciscan
Justice Circle. Get the FAN email newsletter and
check out Catholic Mobilizing Network. But first
pray, listen, get reliable information, and respond
with love as Francis and Jesus would.

Marching for immigrant justice with Fr Sam
Fuller in Manchester, NH 2018
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Pictures from Uganda showing the water sources
provided by your generous donations

Elections :
10/12/24 San Damiano Fraternity,
Rene Taylor, Minster
10/13/24 New Pentecost Fraternity,
Michael Brennan, Minister
02/23/25 Canticle of the Sun Fraternity,
Marcia Murray, Minister
02/23/25 Blessed Raymond Fraternity
Betty Lloyd, Minister
Deaths:
01/13/25 Patricia Tuohy, Holy Family Fraternity
01/16/25 Phyllis Dircks, New Pentecost Fraternity
03/17/25 Martha Sconfienza, Minister,
St. Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity

Calendar Events

** SAVE THE DATE **
Our F.L.1.C Gathering
August 11 — 14, 2025
More information to follow

** SAVE THE DATE **
Saturday, April 26, 2025
*Chapter of Elections*
for the Tau Cross Region
St. Anthony’s High School
275 Wolf Hill Road

Huntington, NY 11746
Agenda and Time to be determined
All Ministers are required to attend




TAU CROSS REGION Council Members:

Gene Keenan, Minister
gkeenan238@optonline.net

Mark Crean, Vice Minister
markcrean@optonline.net

Deacon Thomas Page, Secretary
tpage@diobrook.org

Anna Marie Versacio, Formation Director
amiell746@yahoo.com

S. Ron DiGangi, Treasurer
srdcpa2000@yahoo.com

Louise Sandberg, Councilor
louisesandberg54@gmail.com

Patricia Mayle, Councilor
pmayle@verizon.net

Joan Geiger, Spiritual Assistant
geigerimm@hotmail.com

Brother Richard Contino, Spiritual Assistant
brrcontino@yahoo.com

Let us pray for the upcoming Tau Cross Region

Elections for a new Regional Executive Council.

Once the new Council has been elected, you will
be given all their contact information.

Newly Elected Councils:
San Damlnao Frater

Elaine Maynard, Brother Giles-Spiritual Assistant,
Leslie Knight, Una Lawrence, Brendan Clarke,
Rene Taylor-Minister

Nev\v Pentecost Fraternlty

Michael Brennan-Minister, Mary Ramos, Gene
Durney, Ernie DeStefano, Michael Ciervo, Brother
Louise Miritello,OSF-Spiritual Assistant, Pat Mayle

Canticle of the Sun Fraternity

Deacon Larry Coyle-Spiritual Assistant, Jennifer
Bisztyga, Marcia Murray-Minister, Elaine Mauro,
Phyllis Krumm (missing: Germaine Manuel)

Blessed Raymonld Lull Fra}tenrity

Father Norbert D’Souza-Spiritual Assistant,
Raymond Brunoni, Louise Sandberg, Betty Lloyd-
Minister, Joan Geiger-Ecclesial Witness (missing:

Nympha Alama, Cheryl White)


mailto:gkeenan238@optonline.net
mailto:markcrean@optonline.net
mailto:tpage@diobrook.org
mailto:amie11746@yahoo.com
mailto:srdcpa2000@yahoo.com
mailto:louisesandberg54@gmail.com
mailto:pmayle@verizon.net
mailto:geigerjmm@hotmail.com
mailto:brrcontino@yahoo.com

