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Minister’s Message - Gene Keenan 

“…therefore, in my secular state, I promise to 

live all the days of my life the gospel of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the Secular Franciscan Order by 

observing its rule of life. May the Holy Spirit, the 

intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and our 

holy father St. Francis, and the fraternal bonds of 

community always be my help, so that I may 

reach the goal of perfect Christian love.” (THE 

SECULAR FRANCISCAN RITE OF 

PROFESSION). 

I started this message with the profession 

that each of us made before our fraternities, our 

families, our Order, our Church and before 

almighty God! We need to be mindful of our 

promises every day so that we can be better 

servants for our brothers and sisters and to be 

faithful to Our Lord’s will for each of us! 

Our Region will be holding our Chapter 

of Elections on Saturday, April 26, 2025. Our 

fraternity ministers and the Regional Executive 

Council will be electing a new Regional 

Executive Council to serve for the next three 

years. This election will have a significant 

impact on the animation of each fraternity and 

will require that all our members be open to the 

will of Our Lord if you are called to be of service 

on the Regional Executive Council. 

Very soon, our Nominations Committee 

will be seeking nominations from each of our 

fraternities for the Regional offices of: Minister, 

Vice Minister, Secretary, Treasurer, Formation 

Director and two Councilors. If you are notified 

that you have been asked to serve in one of these 

offices, your default answer should be Yes! This 

is what we professed to do in observance of our 

Rule. 

Please do not feel that you are unworthy 

or unqualified. You will be guided by the Holy 

Spirit and assisted by the other members of the 

council in collaboration with all the members of 

our Region. You are never alone in your efforts! 

Brother Richard Contino, OSF will be our 

keynote speaker at our Fall Gathering in 

November. He will be speaking on the topic of 

Servant Leadership in our Order. Please be sure 

to attend so that you can be guided and animated 

to be of greater service to our Order and Region. 

We are all called to servant leadership by our 

profession. 

My prayers are with all of you and for our 

Order and Region! May Our Lord grant us all the 

graces necessary for us to be faithful to the 

promises made at our profession and to remove 

the impediments that hinder our service! 
PAX ET BONUM! 

GENE KEENAN, MINISTER 

1 Peter 4:10-11 

As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

…whoever serves, let it be with the strength that God 

supplies, so that in all things God may be glorified… 

Mark 10:43-45 

But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever 

wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 

whoever wishes to be first among you will be the 

slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be 

served but to serve… 
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Servant Leadership Prayer 
Lord God of Holiness,  

You have called us to be the servants of  

Your servants, our Secular Franciscan  

brothers and sisters. 

We meet here as their representatives,  

and we ask for the grace of Your guidance. 

Help us to truly represent them, 

and not simply ourselves. 

May the true needs of our Regional Fraternity, 

And the common good of all, be our concern. 

Above all, may Your Will in these matters  

become our will. 

Help us who serve in leadership,  

to remember that our concerns are aimed at the 

spiritual transformation of our fraternities. 

May the material aspects we discuss not blind us to 

the primary work of the Secular Franciscan Order, 

which is the holiness of all its members. 

Come Holy Spirit, 

and grant us the light of Divine Wisdom.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. AMEN 

(adapted from the Servant Leadership Prayer from 

the National Chapter of Elections.) 

 

Lord God, you call us to life in all its fullness, 

following the path set out by Jesus, your Son. As we 

reflect on His leadership as Servant, we ask you to 

deepen our desire to imitate His example. May our 

exercise of the gifts you have given us be a faithful 

reflection of His presence at work in our lives. We 

make this prayer to you through Christ, our Lord. 

AMEN 

 
St Francis was in the habit of inquiring after 

what way and manner of life he might perfectly 

serve God according to His Will (stated by St. 

Bonaventure).  

As the Chapter of Elections for the Tau Cross 

Regional Council approaches, please pray and seek 

God’s Will in your life and in the life of the Tau 

Cross Region. “For it is in giving that we receive.” 

Is God calling you TO SERVE our sisters and 

brothers as a Tau Cross Region Council member?  

Dear Jesus, as You offered Your whole self 

in sacrifice, so I, too, offer to You my whole self, so 

that united completely with You, I may be a sacrifice 

for others so that I can serve You in all ways, in all 

of my life. AMEN 

 

The Tau Cross Region is  

dedicating this year to  

Our Blessed Mother 

Salutation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Hail, O Lady, Holy Queen, 

Mary, holy Mother of God: 

you are the virgin made church 

and the one chosen by the  

most holy Father in heaven 

whom He consecrated  

with His most holy beloved Son 

and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, 

in whom there was and is 

all the fullness of grace and every good. 

Hail, His Palace! 

Hail, His Tabernacle! 

Hail, His Home! 

Hail, His Robe! 

Hail, His Servant! 

Hail, His Mother! 

And, hail all you holy virtues 

which through the grace and light of the Holy Spirit 

are poured into the hearts of the faithful 

so that from their faithless state 

you may make them faithful to God. 

AMEN 

Let us pray this prayer daily  

to Our Blessed Mother. 
 

Formation Director’s Message - 

Anna Marie Versacio 
What Season Are You Entering? 

The calendar says Fall: crisp air, firepits and 

fireplaces, leaves changing from green to red, orange 

and yellow.  The leaves are falling and of course, leaf 

raking. 
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As you journey with Francis, what spiritual 

season are you entering? A season of renewal, 

transformation, forgiveness, enlightenment, 

adventure, peace, trusting?  Francis chose each day 

to deepen his relationship with Jesus.  His love for 

Jesus deepened through prayer, fasting, scripture 

reading and the sacraments. 

As our model, what are we willing to do to 

deepen our relationship with Jesus as Franis did?  We 

are entering a new season. What is Jesus - through 

Francis - inviting us to change, to deepen, to 

embrace? 

Are we allowing Holy Scripture to transform 

our lives? Are we truly living our motto: gospel to 

life and life to gospel, fasting to allow the Holy Spirit 

to transform us to become more Christlike, again 

modeling Francis?  The sacrament of Reconciliation  

brings us to forgive others and ourselves.  To receive 

forgiveness from Jesus and to believe we are truly 

forgiven, and the Holy Eucharist, we approach the 

Eucharist for healing, to be brought to wholeness, to 

be with Jesus - one on one.  He is truly within us for 

fifteen minutes.  Are we willing to sit at His Feet and 

listen and just be? 

I invite each of you to enter this new season 

as you feel called.  Fall was never my favorite season 

but this year something is different, and I am entering 

this season with a spirit of expectant faith.  He is the 

GOD of surprises, and I love surprises. 

If you would like to share your experience 

with me, I would love to hear from you. 

Enjoy the Season!  amie11746@yahoo.com 

Anna Marie Versacio 

Formation Director - Tau Cross Region 
 

Spiritual Assistant Message – 

Joan Geiger 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

On August 20-23, 2024, I had the privilege 

and opportunity to attend a conference sponsored by 

the Conference of National Spiritual Assistants 

(CNSA) and the Formation Commission.  The theme 

of the Conference was “Celebrating the Gift 0f the 

Stigmata 1224-2024.”  The Conference was held at 

Villa Maria, an educational, spirituality and 

community center of the Sisters of the Humility of 

Mary located about an hour drive from the Pittsburgh 

Airport.  

Sister Margaret Carney, OSF, STD, a 

Pittsburgh native, former President of St. 

Bonaventure University and author, was the keynote 

speaker.  Her 3 conferences were entitled: What 

Happened on La Verna, Franciscans and the 

Passion, and Where Does Wounding Happen Now?  

I will comment on each of her conferences. 

What Happened on La Verna – The Stigmata 

of St. Francis is one of the most confidential in his 

life.  The Passion of Jesus was imprinted on his flesh.  

St. Francis carried on his body a love for the crucified 

Christ.  There were no witnesses to St. Francis 

receiving the Stigmata.  The signs of the Stigmata 

were concealed from the Brothers although later 

revealed to Br. Leo.  St. Francis related the 

appearance of a man on a cross (not specified as 

Christ) with 6 wings.  At this time, the Crusades were 

still being fought. Francis was in frail health, and the 

Order was falling apart.  Art has played a significant 

part in transmitting the story of the Stigmata.  Brother 

Elias sent letters to the Friars and important town 

leaders giving testimony as an eye-witness of the 

wounds after St. Francis’ death.  As La Verna was a 

place of solitude and prayer to St. Francis, we too 

must find our La Verna for silence and 

contemplation. 

 Franciscans and the Passion – This 

conference was opened with listening to the hymn, 

Only This I Want [Refrain … and to bear his cross 

…] by Dan Schutte.  Culture played an important part 

in the life of St. Francis.  The majority of the 

townspeople of Assisi were illiterate.  The Clergy 

were not respected as they lacked ecclesiastical and 

intellectual leadership.  St. Francis encouraged the 

Brothers to show respect for the Priests.   

To be effective, St. Francis had to entertain to 

keep the people attentive.  At Greccio, he held a 

liturgical service – a living Nativity – in a secular 

place.  At La Verna, St. Francis understood the 

brutality of Jesus’ passion and death and composed 

the Office of the Passion. He prayed the psalms.  He 

pondered: What was in the mind of Jesus in the 

Garden at Gethsemane, before Pilate, carrying the 

cross?  St. Maximilian Kolbe and Fr. Mychal Judge, 

victims of World War II and September 11th 

respectively, modeled heroic service and sacrifice.  

Artists of the 13th century began portraying the 

Crucifixion as described by the Friars.  The Stations 

of the Cross were developed by the Franciscans as 

mailto:amie11746@yahoo.com
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travel to the Holy Land was too expensive and 

dangerous.  The Brothers kept the Stations of the 

Cross alive.  As conflict continues in Gaza, it must 

be remembered that Jesus was a Palestinian Jew.  

What are the social justice needs in my community? 

Where Does Wounding Happen Now? – We 

pondered this question with others at our tables then 

listed and shared the sufferings of Jesus in the world 

today – Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, Syria, the 

unemployed, immigrants, victims of human 

trafficking, prejudice, gangs, addiction, climate 

change to name just a few.  How do we bring 

conversion into the world?  What about 

Resurrection?  St. Bonaventure moved St. Francis’ 

insights into theological thoughts.  The Cathar heresy 

(12th – 14th centuries) claimed everything was “bad.”  

St. Francis used the word “good” (Refer to Opening 

Prayer for Fraternity Gathering in the Ritual).  Pope 

Francis has addressed woundings in his encyclical 

letters Laudato Si (Care for Our Common Home) and 

Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship).  

The wounding of creation continues in our world 

today.  We, as Secular Franciscans, need to address 

these concerns. 

Peace and all goodness, 

Joan, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant Message – 

Brother Richard Contino 

Ordinary? Really! 

 With the start of September, we enter the 

school season and the continuation of Ordinary 

Time.  Frankly, there is nothing ordinary about 

Ordinary Time.  As Catholics and Franciscans, we 

celebrate and continue to be in extraordinary times 

regardless of the calendar. Why? because Christ has 

Risen and there is nothing ordinary about that!  Well, 

what should we be doing during this Ordinary Time?  

We move from celebration to practice. What we 

believe, we profess, and we witness to what we 

believe and profess by our practice as Catholics and 

Franciscans.   

 So, during this Ordinary Time, I ask you to 

take the Matthew 25 Challenge NOW! Read 

Matthew Chapter 25 which is about ...when I was 

hungry, thirsty and lonely.... you did to Me when you 

did it for the least of your brothers and sisters.  Amid 

our busy lives that include many cares and concerns, 

take the challenge and pray each morning Matthew 

25 and ask for the grace to do just what Christ asks 

of us.  At the end of the day review your day and be 

grateful for the moments when you did for the least 

of our brothers and sisters....and that is what makes 

Ordinary time so extraordinary because we become 

Christ to one another.   

Enjoy the Fall and the Challenge! 

Brother Richard 

JPIC Animator Message –  

Louise Sandberg 
Thank you again for your ongoing support of 

the poor, the marginalized, the orphans and widows 

of Uganda.  

     Catholic social teaching, Jesus and St. Francis, 

and so many of the saints and Scriptures call us to 

love one another in those who are in need.  Francis 

set the standard very high by embracing the leper. 

Jesus made it clear that whatever we do or don’t do 

to the least of our brothers and sisters is what we do 

or don’t do to him. Matthew 25:31 -46 

     I am always personally challenged and at the 

same time gratified by this gospel. “I help the poor. I 

give to those in need.” But the 2 parts that always get 

me are: it is never enough. There is always more 

need. And in the story Jesus told, those serving Jesus 

in the least were unaware that their goodness and 

care was seen and valued by God. Equally unaware 

were the “goats” in the story.  

     My recent visits with my Spiritual Director have 

been focused on the balance. The saints God keeps 

giving me to emulate are Teresa of Calcutta and 

Francis of Assisi. Tall order! In prayer God showed 

me the part that he wants me to emulate – both saints 

required those who followed them to be joyful.  

       I have a 15-year-old girl in Uganda, Rachael, 

who wants to be a missionary.  Her mother and 

brothers are missionaries in their service to the poor. 

They pray with and for those they serve, and send the 

poor children and orphans to school, pay hospital 

costs to save the lives of those in need, and give food 

to the hungry. She found 3 orphans she wanted to 

feed. She told me their story. She named them – 

Matthew, Jonah and Timothy, sent a picture and 

described them. They became real for me. I 

encouraged her to pray for them. I prayed for them. I 

asked my friends to pray for them. One friend sent 

me money for them. Now they are eating, laughing 

and going to school. This 15-year-old missionary 
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sends me a Scripture verse every day. She left for 

boarding school so happy because she had helped the 

3 boys and a second family in need, prayed with them 

and served God. Please pray for her.  

     Who do you say that I am? Today that question 

sparked a different answer than usual. Today Jesus’ 

own answer came to my heart. Jesus, you are the 

widow, the orphan, the hungry, the naked, the 

prisoner, the sick, the poor, the lonely, and the person 

who responds to any of those in need. You are the 

person in front of me as you call me to respond with 

love, compassion, justice, mercy, support, 

encouragement, and prayer. Please help me to see 

you and be you in this world with joy and grace. Help 

me to be your hands and feet, your loving joyful 

presence, wherever I am. 

 

       
We all THANK Louise for her missionary work 

in Uganda. May we continue to support all her 

efforts financially and spiritually. 

 

Each Tau Cross Region Newsletter will highlight 

a fraternity in our region. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Here is the history of St. Barnabas Fraternity as given 

by their minister, Mary Korchowsky. 

St. Barnabas Fraternity 

According to our archives, Saint Barnabas 

Fraternity was canonically established at St. 

Barnabas Church in Bronx, New York on October 

15, 1944.  Originally it was called Saint Conrad 

Fraternity.  Later, on June 17, 1945, the name was 

changed to Saint Barnabas Fraternity.  It became St.  

Barnabas Community, part of the Mother of God 

Fraternity on June 1, 1977 which was comprised of 

five local Franciscan communities.   

After several years the members voted to 

restore it to its original status and name of Saint 

Barnabas Fraternity.  The 40th anniversary was 

celebrated on Oct. 24,1984 and the 50th – golden- 

was commemorated on Oct. 23, 1994.  

According to our document of canonical 

establishment, the Capuchin Franciscan Tertiary 

Province of Saint Mary, the Document of Canonical 

Establishment was signed by Joseph T. O’Keefe, VG 

on November 22, 1985, and the Testimony of 

Canonical Establishment was signed on February 13, 

1985. 

Going with tradition, October 2024 we will 

celebrate our 80th anniversary as a fraternity.  

According to Father Sam Fuller, OFM, Cap., who so 

graciously researched our certificate of 

establishment this year, there actually is some 

evidence that the true date of establishment is Sept. 

14, 1943 and the name being changed to St. Barnabas 

Fraternity on June 17, 1945. St. Barnabas’ name, 

according to Acts of the Apostles, means son of 

encouragement. We are certainly encouraged by 

such a rich history and tradition! God willing, we can 

encourage each other and everyone whom we come 

in contact with as we know all encouragement comes 

from God Himself. 

We celebrated the 800th Anniversary  

of the Holy Stigmata of 

 St. Francis on September 17, 2024 
Prayer of St. Francis before receiving the  

Holy Stigmata 

My Lord Jesus Christ, I beg thee to grant me 

two graces before my death:  first, that for the rest of 

my life I may experience in my soul and in my body, 

as much as possible, the same pain that you 

suffered,  O sweet Jesus, during the time of thy most 

cruel Passion; and second, that I may feel in my 

heart, as much as possible, the same love which 

inflamed thee, the Son of God, and led thee to suffer 

thy passion gladly for us sinners. AMEN 
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TAU CROSS REGION Council Members: 
Gene Keenan, Minister 

gkeenan238@optonline.net 

Mark Crean, Vice Minister 

markcrean@optonline.net 

Deacon Thomas Page, Secretary 

tpage@diobrook.org 

Anna Marie Versacio, Formation Director 

amie11746@yahoo.com 

S. Ron DiGangi, Treasurer 

srdcpa2000@yahoo.com 

Louise Sandberg, Councilor 

louisesandberg54@gmail.com 

Patricia Mayle, Councilor 

pmayle@verizon.net 

Joan Geiger, Spiritual Assistant 

geigerjmm@hotmail.com 

Brother Richard Contino, Spiritual Assistant 

brrcontino@yahoo.com 
 

Around the Region 
Elections: 

06/02/24 St. Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity, 

   Martha Sconfienza, Minister 

Professions: 
06/22/24 Marie Bisztyga, Canticle of the Sun  

06/22/24 Jennifer Bisztyga, Canticle of the Sun  

06/22/24 Phyllis Krumm, Canticle of the Sun  

06/22/24 Maryanne Fazano, Canticle of the Sun 

Calendar Events 

FALL GATHERING 

Saturday, November 16, 2024 
Our Lady of the Snows Church and BCH 

258-15 80th Ave., Floral Park, NY 11004 

Registration will be at 9:00AM 

 

** SAVE THE DATE ** 

Saturday, April 26, 2025 

*Chapter of Elections* 
for the Tau Cross Region 

St. Anthony’s High School 

275 Wolf Hill Road 

Huntington, NY 11746 
Agenda and Time to be determined 

All Ministers are required to attend 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Saturday, December 7, 2024 

Advent Day of Recollection 

St. Anthony’s High School 

275 Wolf Hill Road 

Huntington, NY 11746 
 

Our F.L.I.C Gathering 

August 12 – 15, 2024 

 
 

St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Newly Elected Council 

 
Father Augustine, Spiritual Assistant,  

James Goodwin, Lucia Gildersleeve, Judy Moore, 

Sylvia Murdolo, Martha Sconfienza (Minister), 

Caroline Kush, Kevin Carney, Pat Mayle 
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