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Minister’s Message - Gene Heenan

...to promote fidelity to the charism as well
as observance of the Rule and to receive greater
support in the life of the fraternity, the minister with
the consent of the council, should take care to ask for
a regular pastoral visit by the competent religious
superiors as well as for a fraternal visit from those of
the higher fraternities, according to the norms of the
Constitutions...” Article 26-the Rule

| had the recent honor of representing the
TAU Cross Region at our National Chapter of
Visitation from 8/22 to 8/27 in Florissant, MO. It was
a very hot week with the temperatures ranging from
95 to 106. In spite of the heat, all the Regional
Ministers, NEC, CNSA and our international visitors
had a great time of fellowship and hard work. Our
typical day started at 7 AM and ended at 8 PM with
some time to socialize thereafter.

I’m using this article to relay what happened
at our Visitation and what decisions the National
Fraternity had to make for the good of our Order. We
spent a great deal of time reviewing the financial
position of the National Fraternity. After a careful
review of all the requests for funding from the
Commissions and Committees, we, as a National
Fraternity made the decision to raise the Fair Share
by $5 per person in 2024. This increase would have
to be included in our March 2025 payment to
National. We also agreed to reduce costs by only
printing and mailing one issue of TAU-USA. The
remaining three issues would be available in digital
format. These were not easy decisions but had to be
made for the future financial stability of the National
Fraternity. All future expenses and requests for
funding will be carefully monitored by the National
Fraternity at all future Annual Chapters.

Secular Franciscan Order for the
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In spite of this angst over our finances, there
is still good news to report. The new National
Database is now functional and training in its use will
be provided by the Database Committee as needed.
The world-wide statistics for our Order are as
follows:

200,000 professed members + YOUFRA

114 National Fraternities

560 Fraternities

22 Emerging Fraternities
We are the sixth largest National Fraternity only
exceeded by Italy, Mexico, India, Korea, and Brazil.

The National Fraternity was blessed by our
visitors from the Ukraine and Peru. Dina Shabalina,
was the CIOFS Presidency visitor from the Ukraine
and Fr. Carlos Gines Campos Julve, TOR was the
pastoral visitor from Peru. At the conclusion of our
Chapter, a check for the people of the Ukraine in the
amount of $25,000 was presented to Dina on behalf
of the National Fraternity of the United States. This
represented the cumulative amount collected from all
the regions in the USA.

Our National Chapter of Visitations is
behind us and we are now preparing for our own
Regional Chapter of Visitations to take place in
May 2024. We on the Regional Council look
forward to hearing from all the fraternities as we get
closer to that date. The prayers of the REC go out to
each of you and our fraternal love will always be
with you!

PAX ET BONUM
Gene Keenan



The Tau Cross Region is
dedicating this year to
Our Blessed Mother

Salutation of the Blessed Vingin Mary
Hail, O Lady, Holy Queen,
Mary, holy Mother of God:

you are the virgin made church
and the one chosen by the
most holy Father in heaven
whom He consecrated
with His most holy beloved Son
and with the Holy Spirit the Paraclete,
in whom there was and is
all the fullness of grace and every good.
Hail, His Palace!
Hail, His Tabernacle!
Hail, His Home!
Hail, His Robe!
Hail, His Servant!
Hail, His Mother!

And, hail all you holy virtues
which through the grace and light of the Holy Spirit
are poured into the hearts of the faithful
so that from their faithless state
you may make them faithful to God.
AMEN
Let us pray this prayer daily
to Our Blessed Mother.

fraternities? When we surrender to Jesus as Francis
did, He will reveal to us how we are to proceed, to
discern.

When there is unity, peace, simplicity. love,
there is Jesus, there is Francis. As | mentioned last
year, K.I.S.S. - Let us Keep It Simple Sweetheart!!

As we walk in the footsteps of St. Francis, let
us continue to learn from his wealth of his God-given
gifts, from his simplicity, his love of creation. Let us
faithfully continue to study all of whom St. Francis
is through his writings, the Admonitions, etc. St.
Francis left us a wealth of riches to study and
ponder. Let's eagerly share this wealth in our
fraternities.

So, I am looking forward to meeting with you
once again. Love, Peace and Joy,

Anna Marie Versacio, Formation Director

Spinitual Ussistant Message —
Jean Geiger

Fanvmation Directar’s Message -
Unna Marie Vewsacie

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

The Fall Gathering is upon us. What a
wonderful time of the year to stop and reflect. It is
time for pumpkin picking, apple picking and
gathering the summer harvest. For us we can gather
the fruits of the Holy Spirit. Let us press the pause
button and take time as Francis always did to
reflect.

Reflection on the fruits of the Holy Spirit:
Peace, Love, Patience Piety, Unity. We are all
anxious to do the Will of God, as Francis did but let
us not forget to examine our motivation and goals.

Are the fruits of the Holy Spirit in our
families, marriages, workplace and Franciscan

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

As you are aware, the Franciscan Family is
celebrating the 800" Anniversary of Christmas at
Greccio. Itis Part 2 of the Centenarian Celebration
of The Rule that I wrote about in my April issue of
the Tau Cross Newsletter. Greccio, located in the
Rieti Valley, is a short distance from the town of
Rieti which is geographically the center of Italy. The
Valley of Rieti was Francis’ second home. It was
there that Francis sought a cure for his eye disease.
Francis enjoyed Greccio for its silence and solitude
as it was away from the hustle and bustle of the world
of commerce and frenetic activity.

Greccio is the Franciscan Bethlehem as it
highlighted the humanity of Jesus. The mystery of
the Incarnation was one of the pivotal elements of
Francis’ spirituality —those being the Crib (Nativity),
the Cross (Passion), the Ciborium (Eucharist), and
Creation (Environment). Francis’ reason for
celebrating Christmas at Greccio was to rouse the
hearts of those weak in faith. He wanted to celebrate
Christmas in a new way. Christmas was the dearest
of feasts because it revealed the profound humility of
God choosing to become a little baby. Love was the
reason for the Incarnation. Using concrete means
(scenery, people, animals, clothing) to awaken the
faith in the lives of the people, Francis wanted to
show the people how close God was to them, how




humble God is, and how, like a child is God who
loves us unconditionally. The effect of what St.
Francis did at Greccio is the custom of live
reenactment of Jesus’ birth (even in the Radio City
Christmas Show) and the display of the Creche in our
homes.

The following is taken from Pilgrim’s
Companion to Franciscan Places pp. 97-98:

But the day of joy drew near; the time of great
rejoicing came. The brothers were called from their
various places. Men and women of that
neighborhood prepared with glad hearts, according
to their means, candles, and torches to light up that
night that has lighted up all the days and years with
its gleaming star. At length the saint of God came,
and finding all things prepared, he saw it and was
glad. The manger was prepared, the hay had been
brought, the ox and ass were led in. There simplicity
is honored, poverty is exalted, humility is
commended, and Greccio was made, as it were, a
new Bethlehem. The night is lighted up like the day,
and it delights men and beasts. The people come and
are filled with new joy over the new mystery. The
woods ring with the voices of the crowd, and the
rocks make answer to their jubilation.

The brothers sing, paying their debt of praise
to the Lord, and the whole night resounds with their
rejoicing. The saint of God stands before the
manger, uttering sighs, overcome with love, and
filled with wonderful joy. The solemnities of the
Mass are celebrated over the manger, and the priest
experiences a new consolation.

(Thomas of Celano, First Life 84-86)
Peace and all goodness,
Joan Geiger, OFS

Hermitage at Greccio k

Spinitual Ussistant Message —
Brothen Richard Contine

Good News or World News?

Every day the world and the news around the
globe continues to spiral into a deep cavernous
endless hole of negativity and frightening images.
War, food insecurity, unstable governments,
democracy in free fall, levels of religious disbelief
and defections, hunger, civil wars, injustice, global
inflation, arms race, climate change, wildfires,
flooding, and earthquakes. . .just to name a few. What
is a Franciscan to do? What the Good News calls us
all to do! Repent and Believe! Jesus adds to this
statement three conditions for you and | to live
hopefully and joyfully in a disenfranchised world
and that is to deny ourselves, pickup our cross and
follow Christ. These are three simple steps that Christ
invites each Christian to live by and daily to examine
the condition of our hearts as we live from Gospel to
life and life to Gospel.

In a world of hate and division you and 1 as
Franciscans can live the Peace Prayer with earnest
endeavor and practical results not stopping wars but
stopping the hate that dwells within. Holding
ourselves accountable for not denying ourselves,
holding ourselves responsible for not picking up our
cross daily and being honest enough when we did not
follow Christ when we should have.

To this Peace Prayer rededication add the
Canticle of the Creatures as a meditation and a
reflection to care deeply for all living things and for
the gift of the planet we now see in such physical
pain and disarray. Take little steps to do your part not
just to heal broken hearts but to help heal an ailing
planet. We, as Franciscans are called to be the
messengers of the Good News and that Good News
is about the gift of life, yours, mine, and all of
humanity who live in a world of fear and doubt that
is the challenge for each Franciscan to remind each
other and then those around us there is a more
excellent way and that is the way of the Gospel.

As we move into the season of Fall and the
celebrations of the Stigmata of St. Francis, and the
Feast of St Francis let us remind ourselves of his
command to each of us.... As he lay dying, Francis
told his brothers, "I have done what was mine to
do, may Christ now teach you what you are to do."




Franciscans are meant to be lifetime learners...what
does Christ still have to teach each of us?
Fraternally,
Brother Richard

JPIC nimater Message —
Louise Sandliery

Go Forth with Gratitude

In May 2023, the Regional Animators of
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation were
gathered in St. Louis on retreat. The theme was the
Secular Franciscan national theme for 2022-2025,
Listen, Discern and Go Forth. We spent time on each
aspect, what each means and how they help us with
our mission. Listening is so key in Justice issues.
People who have experienced injustice have not been
listened to or validated. Often decisions are made
that affect them without any input from them.

My 18-year-old patient is going to college at
what claims to be an accessible college. She has
discovered inaccessible areas and even dangerous
areas. The “accessible” pathways and aprons are
cracked, bumpy and have potholes. Many of the curb
cuts have gaps that make them difficult to drive on
with her motorized wheelchair. She tried to go to a
basketball game and the accessible seating was not
with other students and there was a banner blocking
her view. She also invited them to come play
wheelchair basketball at her school. She met some of
the basketball players and they did 3 wonderful
things. First, they listened. They are very tall, and the
world is easily accessible to them. They listened to
exactly what she said. She also invited them to play
wheelchair basketball at her school. They discerned
by putting themselves in her place. They took a
moment to imagine what the world looks like from
her perspective. They looked at possible solutions
like an area on the main floor of the court. They
immediately went forth — to talk with their coach
about what they could do about each issue they
discussed. There was mutual gratitude and respect in
this process.

Peace and Justice issues can be very
controversial and polarizing. A Catholic high school
was trying to organize a JPIC movement. The
teachers had no success until they opened it up to the
students. The students organized a gratitude-based
response that avoided the polarization that often

occurs in righting injustice. They improved their
effectiveness in recycling by actually seeing what
was happening with their school’s garbage. They
improved their handling of trash by going from 50%
recycling to only 16% going in the landfill. They did
this by expressing gratitude for God’s creation,
listening to what is, discerning what is possible, and
going forth to the teachers and students with
education and cooperation, then recycling to
gratitude.

Our Lady of the Atonement in Oceanside
continues to lead in the area of Justice by continuing
their recycling program and starting a food collection
for those in need. They also started by listening and
observing what was happening, discerning what they
could do, and going forth to the community.

Matthew 20: 1 — 16 emphasizes the
generosity of God, giving the same wage to late
arriving laborers as to those who worked all
day. Instead of being grateful for their work and for
prompt and just payment, the earliest laborers
complain. Deacon Bob Campbell emphasized that
the master was giving sustenance to all the laborers,
so they were all able to obtain what they needed for
survival. That’s Justice, that all benefit, all survive
and that we find ways to thrive that benefit the whole
community.

My youngest 15-year-old missionary found a
group of 10 orphans in a remote area in
Uganda. Their father had been paying their school
fees and he died. My missionary advocated for them.
Because there was no money, before he left for
schooling, he arranged that another Missionary know
them, and if their school fees become available, that
Missionary will get them into school. He listened to
the desperation for the children, losing their father
and their education at the same time. Ask God if you
are called to mission to Uganda with me. My next
trip is in January 2024.

Blessed Raymond Lull continues their
ministry to the incarcerated Friends of Francis, a
ministry born and built on listening, discerning what
we can do, and going forth by reaching out to
prisoners through our fraternity’s newsletter, writing
to them, asking for their prayers, and praying for
them in return. It is so touching to read their
responses in BRL newsletter.

I am grateful for all the fraternities and their
willingness to listen to the needs of their community,



discern what individuals or the fraternity can do and
going forth to make the world a more just place. |
will be contacting you for information on your
efforts.

St. Lauwrence of Brindisi Fratennity
Submitted by Judy Heffernan, Minister

Each Tau Cross Region Newsletter will highlight
a fraternity in our region.
St Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity History

On September 5, 1966, permission was
granted by Walter P Kellenberg, Bishop of the
Diocese in Rockville Centre, New York to the St.
Lawrence Fraternity to be located in the parish of St
Lawrence the Martyr, Sayville New York. The
fraternity was canonically established on November
13, 1966, by the Order of Franciscan Minor,
Capuchin located in the St Mary Province, Garrison,
New York. Many of the members were from the St
Bonaventure fraternity. The Testimony of Erection
was signed by Rev. Sigmund Hafemann, OFM. Cap.
the Provincial Commissary of the Province of St
Mary. It is believed that William Boyle was the first
Prefect of the Fraternity, the first to be established in
Suffolk County and that Rev. Thaddeus MacVicar,
OFM. Cap. was the first Spiritual Assistant.

The fraternity’s meeting place was moved
with the permission of St. Mary’s Province and the
Local Ordinary officially on February 22, 1993, to
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Patchogue, New York
and at the same time the fraternities name was
changed to St Lawrence of Brindisi. The fraternity
now resides at St Joseph the Worker parish in East
Patchogue as of May 2023. The fraternity meets
every 1% Sunday between 12:30 through 4:00 pm.

On October 16" of 1997, the fraternity
became disassociated from St Mary’s Province and
became part of the newly established, Tau Cross
Region. Regions were established by the National
Fraternity at that time, and the Fraternities in
Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk
Counties became the Tau Cross Region, Each
Fraternity is bonded to different 1% Orders - OFM,
OFM Cap., OFM Conv., TOR. SLB Fraternity is
still under the guidance and is bonded to St, Mary's
Province. However, the fraternity will always hold
an allegiance to the Order of Franciscan Minor,
Capuchin for the establishment of the St Lawrence of
Brindisi Fraternity.

Frnancis’ Vision on Mount La Verna

As we celebrate on October 4 the Feast Day
of our Patron Saint, St. Francis of Assisi, let us reflect
on the gift of his Holy Stigmata celebrated annually
on September 17.

(This article is abbreviated from Franciscan Media)

About two years before his death, St. Francis
had a second vision of Christ fastened to the cross.
Here is how St. Bonaventure sets the scene in his Life
of St. Francis: “On a certain morning about the Feast
of the Exaltation of the Cross [September 14], while
Francis was praying on the mountainside, he saw a
Seraph with six fiery and shining wings descend
from the height of heaven. And when in swift flight
the Seraph had reached a spot in the air near the man
of God, there appeared between the wings the figure
of a man crucified, with his hands and feet extended
in the form of a cross and fastened to a cross. Two of
the wings were lifted above his head, two were
extended for flight and two covered his whole body.
“When Francis saw this, he was overwhelmed and
his whole body was flooded with a mixture of joy
and sorrow. He rejoiced because of the gracious way
Christ looked upon him under the appearance of the
Seraph, but the fact that he was fastened to a
cross pierced his soul with a sword of compassionate
sorrow.”

The word seraphic is often used to describe
Francis’ passionate style of relating to God and is
often applied to the whole Franciscan Order, which
is sometimes called the Seraphic Order.

The Meaning of the Stigmata

As many of us know, Franciscans celebrate the Feast
of the Stigmata of St. Francis of Assisi each year on
September 17, which is an estimated date of his
receiving the wounds of Christ at Mount La Vernain
1224, two years before his
death. When St. Francis saw
in his vision of the Crucified
Christ the incredible
outpouring of God’s love
upon him, he was inspired to
respond with the same kind of
overflowing love. We
contemplate that vision and
try to respond in the same
spirit.




fi’!taye't: Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you and
adore you. Like Francis, we are amazed that you
held nothing back from us in pouring yourself out
for us so totally through your holy wounds on the
cross. We ask you to breathe forth your Holy Spirit
into us and set our hearts on fire, so that, with the
Spirit’s help, we might respond more fully to you.
Amen.

TAU CROSS REGION Council Members:
Gene Keenan, Minister
gkeenan238@optonline.net

Mark Crean, Vice Minister
markcrean@optonline.net

Deacon Thomas Page, Secretary
tpage@diobrook.org

Anna Marie Versacio, Formation Director
amiell746@yahoo.com

S. Ron DiGangi, Treasurer
srdcpa2000@yahoo.com

Louise Sandberg, Councilor
louisesandberg54@gmail.com

Patricia Mayle, Councilor
pmayle@verizon.net

Joan Geiger, Spiritual Assistant
geigerimm@hotmail.com

Brother Richard Contino, Spiritual Assistant
brrcontino@yahoo.com

Prolessions:
05/18/23 Brendan Clarke, San Damiano Fraternity
05/18/23 Catherine Clarke, San Damiano Fraternity
05/18/23 Rene Taylor, San Damiano Fratermotu

Deaths:

06/20/23 Bernice Giaccone, Holy Family Fraternity
07/11/23 Jeanette Borowicz, St. Agnes of Assisi Fraternity
07/11/23 Carolyn Talento, St. Adalbert Fraternity
08/15/23 Gertrude Crean, St. Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity

Calendar Events

ANNUAL FALL GATHERING
Saturday, November 11, 2023
9:00am Registration
Continental Breakfast/Bring your lunch
St. Adalbert Church
52-29 83" Street, EImhurst, NY 11373
Rsvp with head count: Deacon Tom Page
tpage@diobrook.org

ADVENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Saturday, December 2, 2023
St. Anthony’s High School
275 Wolf Hill Road, Melville, NY 11747
(Look for more upcoming info)

FLIC (August 7 — 10) was a huge success. This
was the first year many holy Franciscans gathered
after COVID to celebrate our Franciscan Way of
Living in Community. Brother Richard Contino was
the presenter on the topic of: The Splendor of the
Eucharist in the Midst of a Renewal.

Father Sam, Father Cid and Father Matt joined us

during these four incredibly holy days.

A special thank you to the Franciscan Brothers of
Brooklyn for a beautiful celebration of the

Annual Portiuncula

Held on August 5, 2023

& )

Deacon Bob Campbell received the San Damiano
Award for all his years of service to the
Tau Cross Region.
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