
      Tau Cross Region
             Secular Franciscan Order for The Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk

        Minister’s Message 
                      Joan Geiger, ofs 
ssssssssssssssssss....Regional Minister 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I wish you and your families a very 
happy and healthy 2013! During this 
‘Year of Faith’ let us deepen our 
“YES” to an authentic and renewed 
conversion to the Lord.

First, I wish to welcome Judy 
Heffernan and David Burger who 
have geneously consented to join our 
Regional Executive Council as its 
newest members. Welcome and thank 
you for your commitment. 

Permit me to share a few reflections 
taken from our National Chapter held 
in Denver, CO. in mid-October and 
reported at our regional fall gathering. 

For the past three years, the National 
Executive Council has articulated and 
promoted the following priorities for 
development: Fraternity, Formation, 
Communication and Youth. This 
year’s theme, “Called to build a more 
fraternal and evangelical world” 
focused on these priorities:

1. FRATERNITY: By the numbers, 
NAFRA, the Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity in the United States has 
around 13,328 active, permanently 
professed members nationwide. 
Nationally, our numbers continue to 
decrease. In the last 3 years, 
membership has declined by 1,400. 
Of the membership reported to 

CIOFS (International), by age: In 
2010 1% of our membership was 
under age 35 while 8% was between 
35-50, 35% between 50-65 and 56% 
66 years of age and older.

Therefore we must continually ask 
ourselves: Do we offer a spiritual 
reality sufficiently attractive to bring 
us new life? Are we a faith based 
community with good people, trying 
to improve the world? There are, 
however, some signs of new life. Both 
the JPIC Rally in Belleville, IL in 
April and the 18th Quinquennial in 
Chicago in July evidenced a revival 
of the evangelical Franciscan spirit. 

2. FORMATION: Vital Secular 
Franciscan Fraternities need effective 
formation. Thanks to the work of the 
National Formation Commission, the 
FUN (For Up to Now) Manual and its 
accompanying reference CD were 
introduced through workshops in our 
region. A comment on many of our 
regional evaluation forms submitted 
by workshop attendees was for 
additional workshops on Manual 
chapter topics. As part of our own 
regional ongoing formation, Ralph 
DiCicco presented information based 
upon the JPIC chapter in the Manual 
at our Fall Regional Gathering,  
Additionally, Lonnie Ellis from FAN 
(Franciscan Action Network) inspired 
us to action in our ministries of 
service. 

3. COMMUNICATION: I was fortun- 
ate to engage in a one-to-one 

conversation with a member of the 
NAFRA Computer Committee and, as 
a result, gained access to our Region’s  
NAFRA database. As you may recall 
at  the April Chapter the fraternity 
ministers received a print  out  of the 
names of members in their fraternity  
who are listed in our Regional data 
base (Thanks to Bob Campbell). I 
also sent letters to over 140 members 
of our deactivated fraternities in an 
attempt to determine their status in 
the Order. Now that I have access to 
the NAFRA data base, with Bob’s 
help, I can hopefully get the names 
and numbers to agree between 
regional and national. 

4. YOUTH: What attracts youth? 
Faith based, welcoming communities 
that are involved in prayer and in 
improving the world around them. In 
a letter to fraternities in July stating 
t h e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a n d 
recommendations of our Pastoral and 
F r a t e r n a l V i s i t o r s , i t w a s 
recommended that  we have a member 
to address our Franciscan youth. Jean 
D’Onofrio (Bl. John XXIII Frat.) has 
graciously taken on this job. I am 
grateful to Jean for the initial steps 
she has already taken in contacting 
the campus ministers at local 
colleges. Let us pray that  all of us will 
do what  we can to celebrate and 
encourage youth and that we might 
attract others no matter the age. Our 
future direction in this Year of Faith:  

a. We are called to evangelize the 
envangelizers (us). We cannot share 
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what we do not have-we are called to 
prayer, devotion and alms giving.

b. Evangelize the evangelized 
(members of our fraternities). We 
need to be v i t a l F ranc i scan 
Fraternities; faith based, joyful, 
loving and serving.

c. Evangelize the people not  in our 
fraternities. We need to bring the joy 
and the witness of the Good News by 
our lives.

P e a c e a n d A l l G o o d ,                           
Joan

       Fr. Matt’s Message...  

    Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. 
nnnnn   . Regional Spiritual Assistant 

          The Year of Faith  (cont.)                  

          A New Evangelization

A local fraternity newsletter, “The 
Fidelian” from the St. Fidelis 
Fraternity in Beacon, N.Y., has a 
column in its December issue, 
entitled, ‘Just  a word from your 
Spiritual Assistant’ written by Fr. 
Jude Duffy, OFM.Cap.  The 
column is brief, but particularly 
thought  provoking. Fr. Jude starts by 
w r i t i n g , ‘ F r a n c i s i s w i d e l y 
acknowledged as the contemporary 
saint. But a key question remains: 
are his followers, you and I, also 
contemporary?’ Francis lived over 
800 years ago, yet  even today, 
people, looking for someone who 
lived an authentic Gospel life, can 
still look at  the life of Francis and see 
here someone who actually lived that 
life, as literally and as authentically, 
as humanly possible. How do we 
make the Gospel contemporary 
today? How do we make the Gospel 
life credible, authentic, possible, 
visible, today, as Francis did? 

Fr. Jude goes on by writing: ‘If today 
is indeed a Franciscan moment in the 
history of salvation – a point in time 
when Franciscanism past and future 
intersect – then this is our special 
time for building…’   We might 
consider whether we feel or believe 
that this is a Franciscan moment, that 
this is our moment. What difference 
are we making? What are we passing 
on to the next  generation? What will 
be said 800 years from now about 
how the Franciscans made a 
difference in 2013?  

On November15th, 2012, 15 people 
made profession in an emerging 
fraternity in Flushing, Queens. 15 
people!! Apparently, the call to live 
the Gospel life following in the 
footsteps of St. Francis continues to 
be given. The call is contemporary. 
People continue to respond and 
commit  themselves to this call. And 
as Fr. Jude writes: ‘…we remain 
convinced and reassured by the 
opinion of many, that a specific 
antidote for many current human ills 
is believing, loving and witnessing to 
the Gospel in our traditional 
Franciscan style.’ We frequently hear 
expressed and listed the many current 
ills we find in our world today. Do 
we believe that  the Franciscan 
lifestyle is the antidote? Do we have 
s o m e a n s w e r s a g a i n s t t h e 
consumerism, greed, materialism, the 
lack of kindness and gentleness, the 
disrespect  for the human body, for 
marriage and for life, the abuse of 
creation, the injustice and the 
violence, that we find prevalent in 
contemporary society today? 
As some have expressed it, ‘If we are 
not part of the solution, we are part 
of the problem?’ 

Fr. Jude says one of the important 
elements in helping to bring about a 
New Evangelization, the specific 
antidote for many current human ills, 
is believing, loving and witnessing to 
the Gospel in our traditional 
Franciscan style. Do we really 
believe, do we love and do we give 
witness to the Gospel in our 
traditional Franciscan lifestyle? Let 
us examine our lifestyle. Does it  ring 
true? Is it  genuinely Franciscan? Is it 
recognizable as Franciscan? 
According to Fr. Jude, ‘It can only be 
done if we gather together as a 
fraternity monthly to strengthen and 
encourage one another and be 
committed to each other as close 
partners.’ We are not alone in this 
endeavor. We have each other. ‘We 
must become a permanent part of 
each other and help each other in the 
sometime struggle that life brings us. 

Minister’s Message   continued                
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  National Prayer for Vocations
                      to the
     Secular Franciscan Order
                        Marian R. Crosby, ofs
   NAFRA Chapter 2010, Scottsdale, AZ

      O Good and Gracious God,
     God of mercy, compassion,
      generosity and love,  
      As we  live our lives today
      in the model of St. Francis, 
      choosing daily to live the
                 Gospel life.
      Help us to help others hear
       your call.
      Help us to help others
      to recognize their vocation
      as a Secular Franciscan
      that You have already 
      planted in their heart.  
         
       Help us, so that together    
       We all may work to bring
           the Gospel to life.
                     Amen



The Branches of the 
Franciscan Family Tree:   
St. Francis’ Influence Across  

Christianity

                             Margaret Birth, ofs
                      St. Michael’s Fraternity

Among all the saints, St. Francis of 
Assisi is one who is particularly loved 
and admired—enough so, that  the 
orders he founded have expanded far 
beyond the borders of our Catholic 
Church.
 
The Anglican Communion (including 
the Episcopal Church, here in the 
U.S.) has The Society of St. Francis 
(SSF), a First Order of brothers, 
founded in 1919; at the Web site for 
their American province (http://
www.societyofstfrancis.org/), they 
write: “The main difference between 
Roman Catholic and Episcopalian 
Franciscans is a matter of authority. In 
other words, we don't  have a pope. 
Episcopalian Franciscans operate on a 
smaller scale, but the differences are 
actually quite small. Both orders 
follow the Rule of St. Francis.” The 
Community of St. Francis (CSF) is a 
First  Order of Anglican sisters, 
founded in England in 1905. There is 
also a Second Order, the Community 
of St. Clare, founded in England in 
1950, which is the only place any 
S e c o n d O r d e r o f A n g l i c a n 
Franciscans still exists. The Anglican 
Third Order, known as the Third 
Order Society of St. Francis (TSSF), 
was founded in England in 1936.
 
As in the Catholic Church, there are 
Franciscan communities in the 
Anglican Communion other than 
these traditional First, Second, and 
Third Order communities—but one 
major difference between the Catholic 
and the Anglican traditions is that the 
Anglicans still refer to some of these 
other communities also as “orders.” 
These include the Little Brothers of 

Francis (LBF), a contemplative 
community in Australia; the U.S.-
based Order of St. Francis (OSF), 
whose friars (who may be married) do 
not live in community with each other 
but follow a different way of life than 
the TSSF; the Little Sisters of St. 
Clare, founded in the U.S. in 2002, a 
group that includes Poor Clare Extern 
nuns, Oblate sisters, Tertiary sisters, 
companions, and—in a spirit  of 
ecumenism—associates who may 
include women from any Christian 
denomination; and others.
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America has the Order of Lutheran 
Franciscans; the Lutheran Church-
International has the Order of St. 
Francis-Lutheran.
 
There are also ecumenical Franciscan 
groups. Perhaps the best-known in the 
U.S. is the Order of Ecumenical 
Franciscans (OEF), founded in 1983 
by Dale Carmen, a United Churches 
of Christ minister, who wished to join 
the TSSF even though she wasn’t 
Anglican; today, the OEF is a Third 
Order group that embraces a variety 
of Christian denominations, marital 
s ta tuses , genders , and sexual 
orientat ions. England has the 
Companions of Jesus. At their Web 
site (http:/ /www.scjesus.co.uk/
joomla/), they describe themselves as 
“not  a lay Order or a religious Order 
in the sense defined by the older 
Franciscan Communities within the 
institutional churches. We are not a 
first, second or third Order. We are 
New Franciscans!” They are brothers 
and sisters who do not  follow the 
three traditional vows (poverty, 
chastity, obedience) but three precepts 
taken from Micah 6:8: justice, love, 
h u m i l i t y. O t h e r e c u m e n i c a l 
Franciscan groups also exist.

Whatever our differences may be, it  is 
our common beliefs and values, that 
will unite us forever as branches of 
the Franciscan family tree.

It is the only way that we can preserve 
and spread the Good News that has 
been entrusted to us and to which we 
are called when we became members.’ 

In this Year of Faith, in this Franciscan 
moment in the history of salvation, let 
us consider our call and our role, in 
helping to bring about a New 
Evangelization.
      

       

            

 Regional Executive Council:

Joan Geiger, Minister, (718) 347_4470;      
jgeiger.ofs@gmail.com
Raymond Clarke: Vice Minister: (516) 
374_1521; Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net
Alicia D’Amato, Secretary: (631) 
331_7680; damato1@optonline.net
Peter D’Amato, Treasurer: (631) 
331-7680; damato1@optonline.net
Ralph DiCicco, Formation Dir. (845) 
592-1794; ralphdsfo@gmail.com
Judy Heffernan,Councilor: 
(631)395-5442;     pheffern@optonline.net
David Burger, Councilor: (718) 
655-6805; db_jp_ofs@yahoo.com
Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. 
Spiritual Assistant: (212) 564_9070 ext 
244; mwesnof1@aol.com

Fr. Matt’s Message  continued

                         NOTE
         2013 Regional Retreat
The Regional Retreat  will, once again, 
be held at Cormaria Retreat House 
located in Sag Harbor. The dates will 
be Tuesday-to-Thursday, April 23-25 
with a cost  of $175.00 per person. 
Plan to arrive by about  4 P.M. Deposit 
is $25.00. Check made out to: TAU 
CROSS Region.

If you need additional info or wish to 
register, please contact  Deacon Bob 
Campbell at 516-599-5246. His 
address is: 135 Centre Ave., East 
Rockaway, NY 11518.
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      Around the Region
               Anniversaries:
50 yrs: Roberta Hearns & Paula 
nnnnnnWilliams, ofs; Cure of Ars
30 yrs: Betty Cassidy, ofs;        
lllllllllllBl. John XXII
25 yrs: Tina Vigliotta, ofs
            Eileen Mcgee, ofs,              
lllllllllllSt. Lawrence of Brindisi 
20 yrs: Dan & Santa Matarazzo, 
mmml Bl. John XXIII            
                 Admissions:
10/5:  Grace Callahan & Betty Lloyd,  
mmm Bl. Raymond Lull Fraternity 
mmm Augusta Van Duzen, Minister, 
mmm Rev. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, 
mmm Cap. Friar Witness
10/30: Patricia Battiato
............St. Helen Fraternity; Lorraine 
ppppppArcella, ofs, Minister
11/25: Cindy Gomez, St. Michael Fr.
mmm  Jean Thomas, ofs, Minister, 
mmm  Rev. Matthias Wesnofske, 
mmm  ofm Cap., Friar Witness.
                   Professions:
11/15: Louis Arce, ofs, Ronald 
DiGangi, ofs, Carolyn Dolan, ofs, 
David Dolan, ofs, Patrick J. Grisafi, 
ofs, Mireya Gutierrez, ofs, Joseph 
Healy, ofs, Hugh McGarvey, ofs, 
Patricia Mulvey, ofs, Maria Grace 
Perez, ofs, Marie Rondeau, ofs, 
Virginia Simon, ofs, Angelo 

Stagnaro, ofs, Lynne Tuohy, ofs, 
Patricia Tuohy, ofs.. 
Holy Family (Newly Formed Group) 
Constance Watz, ofs,Minister; Rev. 
Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap., Friar 
Witness.
12/7: Nympha Alama, ofs, John 
nnn Barry, ofs, Theresa Barry, ofs.   
mm Bl. Raymond Lull Fraternity, 
mm Augusta VanDuzen, ofs,  mm   
mm Minister; Rev. Matthias mm 
mmWesnofske, ofm, Cap. Friar 
mm Witness. 
 1/6/13: Sylvia Murdolo, ofs,  St. 
Lawrence of Brindisi, Robert 
Metz, Minister, Rev. Matthias 
Wesnofske, ofm, Cap., Friar 
Witness
                   Deaths:
8/12:  Rosealba Zilly, ofs, St. Mary 
lllllllllQueen of Angels Fraternity
10/30: Yolanda Mastrelli, ofs
llllllllllBl. John XXIII Fraternity
12/5:   James Hughes, ofs.                 
mmm  Il Poverello Fraternity
12/13: Gladys Schober, ofs.               
mmm  St. Bonaventure Fraternity 
 ------  Patrick Moogan, ofs
 ------- Mary Moogan, ofs
           St. Mary Star of the Sea Frat. 
mmm  (Deactivated)
                    Elections:
10/28: St. Michael Fraternity: Jean 
Thomas, ofs, elected minister.
11/11: Immaculate Conception Frat: 
Fay Muir, ofs, elected minister.
11/18: Holy Poverty Fraternity: 
Ralph DiCicco, ofs, elected minister.
                     Activities:  
10/3: Transitus Services sponsored 
by: St. Maximilian Kolbe, Cure of 
Ars and St. Adalbert Fraternities.
10/27:  Regional Fall Gathering 
held at St. Joseph Parish, Babylon.
12/1: 4th Annual Advent Day of 
Recollection sponsored by New 

       An Early Reminder
           Save the Date!
We are anticipating a regional picnic 
set for Saturday, June 29 to be held 
somewhere in Huntington. We’ll 
have a better idea by the April 
newsletter.

Questions: call Frank Harnos at (631) 
834-1549 or Pete D’Amato at (631) 
331-7680

                    Stay tuned!

Pentecost Fraternity held at St. Anthony 
High School
12/15: Greccio Service sponsored by 
St. Adalbert Fraternity held at St. 
Adalbert Church, Elmhurst.
 1/4/13: Epiphany Party sponsored by 
Bl. Raymond Lull Fraternity at St. 
Joseph’s Church, Hewlett.
 1/13/13: St. Monica Fraternity 
celebrates its 76th anniversary at 
Bishop Molloy Retreat Center, 86-45 
Edgerton Blvd., Jamaica. 
 1/13/13: Epiphany Party sponsored 
by New Pentecost Fraternity held at 
St. Matthew’s Parish Center, Dix Hills.
            Upcoming Events:
 4/23-25: Tau Cross Regional  Retreat 
see page 2.
 4/27: Regional Chapter of Elections 
to be held at Holy Family, 175-20 74th 
Ave., Fresh Meadows, Ny 11336
8/12-15: FLIC to be held at Mt. 
Alvernia Retreat Center Wappinger’s 
Falls, NY.  Cost is $250. For info and 
registration, contact Bob Campbell  at 
(516) 599-4256 or arcyc@aol.com.

                                      TAU CROSS REGION 

T h e TA U C R O S S R E G I O N i s 
published quarterly in January, April, 
July and in October. Articles by 
fraternity members are welcome. If 
accepted, they may be edited. Please 
submit  copies by the 10th of the month 
prior to publication.

Please send items of interest  (elections, 
professions, anniversaries, events, etc. 
to Regional Secretary Alicia D’Amato 
at  P.O. Box 447, Miller Place, NY 
1 1 7 6 4 o r e m a i l a t : 
damato1@optonline.net.            

Address correspondence to editor, Peter 
D’Amato, P.O. Box 447, Miller Place, 
N Y 1 1 7 6 4 o r e m a i l : 
d a m a t o 1 @ o p t o n l i n e . n e t . T E L : 
631-331-7680
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             Congratulations!

We congratulate two members of Cure 
of Ars Fraternity, Roberta Hearns and 
Paula Williams, for their fifty years as 
Secular Franciscans. 

As with so many of our jubilarians, 
each began her Franciscan journey in 
other places than their present 
fraternity. Paula was originally pro-
f e s s e d a s a m e m b e r o f S t . 
Bonaventure Fraternity in West 
Hempstead where she served as a 
Eucharis t ic Minis ter and also 
ministered to the sick at nursing 
homes. 

Roberta was professed at  the 
Capuchin Franciscan church of St. 
John the Baptist in Manhattan and as a 
member of St. Louis Fraternity, 
Brooklyn (deactivated),  After 
marriage, she relocated to Long Island 
where she later joined Cure of Ars 
Fraternity. While at  St. Louis, she 
served her fraternity as Secretary and 
also Novice Master. Roberta is 
presently a parishioner at St. Martin of 
Tours where she is a member of the 
choir. 

Longevity in any religious order or 
any institution, for that matter, is a 
mark to be respected and valued. Our 
seniors are living reminders of our  
Franciscan journey, our enduring 
values and models of perseverance in 
faith and fraternity. We honor both 
Roberta and Paula, for their lasting 
faith and salute each with our best 
wishes for a long life as a Secular.

        Ecce Quam Bonum!

The role of fraternity in Franciscan 
Spirituality cannot  be overstated. It  is 
central to our identity; a part  and 
parcel of how we interpret the Gospel 
and implement  it  in our lives. Benet 
Fonk refers to it  as a ‘sacrament’ of 
the Franciscan way of life. It  is a 
central thread in our spiritual texture. 
Without  it, we are nothing more than 
admiring individuals, fans of St. 
Francis, devotees. Fraternity provides 
us with spiritual depth; Franciscanism 
in stereo, so to speak! 

Martin Luther once said “He who 
sings, prays twice.” True. However 
there is more than one way to give 
‘prayer’ some dimension. Life in 
fraternity is prayer by its very nature. 
The Rule states that  we should “...seek 
to encounter the living and active 
person of Christ in [our] brothers and 
sisters...” Seeking to encounter Christ 
is exactly what  prayer is! So might we 
not say that when we offer prayer in 
fraternity we pray twice? After all, 
there are graces gained simply by 
being there. 

Above we see a photo of a fraternity 
celebrating the life of St. Francis. And 
if we look at  the photos on page six, 
we see more of fraternity in various 
aspects, actions and poses. To me, 
each is a reflection of fraternal prayer. 
Look them over. And with each view, 
say a prayer for who you see, maybe 
even yourself!  

Fraternity)is)to)be)valued,)a)precious)
gift)to)be)supported)and)appreciated)
in)much) the) way) it) is) celebrated) in)
Psalm)133)below:)

Behold, how good and how pleasant it 
is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity!  

It is like the precious ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the 
beard, Aaron's beard: 
that went down to the skirts of his 
garments;  

As the dew of Hermon, 
as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion: 
for there the LORD commanded the 
blessing, 
               life for evermore.

               PAX et BONUM

           IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Regarding the April Regional Chapter 

This year our April Regional Chapter  
will be held in Mahoney Hall of Holy 
Family Church, 175-20 74th Ave, 
Fresh Meadows.We will not be using 
St. Adalbert’s Parish Hall in Elmhurst 
as in previous years.  Directions will 
be provided later in a flyer to be sent 
out. The date will be April 27.

Please keep in mind that fraternity 
attendance is especially important this 
year since we will be holding our 
regional elections on this date. All 
fraternity minsters or their appointed 
representatives must be present. 
Several members from the National 
Executive Council will also be there 
in order to conduct the election. 

More information will follow later; 
however, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact a council 
member. Emails and phone numbers 
are available on page 3. 

Blessed John XXIII Fraternity  
gathers to celebrate the feast  of St. 
Francis.

Roberta Hearns and Paula Williams    
celebrate 50 years...and then some!



     Take A Look!


