
      Tau Cross Region
             Secular Franciscan Order for The Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk

         Minister’s Message 
                      Joan Geiger, ofs 
ssssssssssssssssss....Regional Minister 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Peace be with you!
I would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to serve as the Regional 
Minister of the Tau Cross Region for 
the next three years.  Truly I am 
humbled by your confidence.  I am 
reminded of the words Pope Francis 
uttered on March 13, 2013 as he 
addressed the crowd from the balcony 
in St. Peter’s Square: “And now, let us 
start this journey…a journey of 
fraternity, of love, of trust among us.  
Let us always pray one for the other.  
Let us pray for the whole world, so 
that there may be great fraternity.”  I 
would like to thank Peter D’Amato, 
Ralph DiCicco, and David Burger who 
have served on the Regional Executive 
Council in different leadership roles 
and welcome Judy Heffernan, Robert 
Messa, Augusta VanDuzen and 
Lorraine Arcella who were elected in 
April to the REC.

At the April Chapter I presented the 
Regional Annual Report that was 
submitted to NAFRA in May.  I will 
summarize it here.

We have 591 active professed 
members, 38 candidates and 28 
inquirers.  That’s a decrease in active 
membership of 30 members – last year 
we reported 621 active professed 
members.  Deaths and I think a more 
careful look at membership, account 
for this.  Unfortunately revenue from 
Fair Share has been greatly affected by 
this decrease in membership.  We have 

20 Spiritual Assistants and a few, like 
Fr. Matthias have more than one 
Fraternity.  Twenty-six of our 31 
Fraternities have a Spiritual Assistant 
which is truly remarkable.  

We use a variety of text in both Initial 
and Ongoing Formation –  A sampling 
includes: The FUN Manual, The 
Franciscan Journey, Imitating  the Life 
of Francis, the SFO Rule, Catch Me A 
Rainbow, Too, To Live as Francis 
Lived, the Bible, Partiendo el Pan, 
Pick More Daisies, Fully Mature With 
the Fullness of Christ, the 
Constitutions, material from the 
NAFRA and CIOFS’s websites, 
USCCB website topics, current Church 
topics, Share the Good News, Monthly 
Column/Quarterly Newsletter.  A 
suggestion was made that the Regional 
Executive Council establish a clearing 
house for formation material as this 
would cut down the cost of purchasing 
and photocopying materials.  I will 
recommend this to the Regional 
Executive Council.

Likewise we are engaged in many 
Diocesan and Parish ministries that 
demonstrate our presence in the 
Church and in the world.  Secular 
Franciscans serve as Lectors, 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, teachers of Religious 
Education/Faith Formation, visit 
nursing homes and hospitals, are 
chaplains and spiritual care 
companions, and tutor children.  We 
are actively involved in programs that 
support life, and care for unwed 
mothers and women in crisis 
pregnancies.  Our apostolates also 
include donations to food pantries, 
toiletries for prisoners and NYC 
homeless.  We conduct various 
collection drives: blood, toys, 

education supplies, and clothing.  We 
financial support many Franciscan 
communities, missions, agencies, and 
organizations. 

We stay in touch with isolated 
members through our quarterly 
Regional Newsletter as well as local 
fraternities’ newsletters – also by 
phone calls, cards, visits, bringing 
Eucharist to them, providing 
transportation to/from fraternity 
gatherings and events, and sharing 
meals with them.  Some fraternities 
have an “Infirmarian” who is 
responsible to keep in touch with 
members who are unable to attend the 
monthly gathering.

Our strengths
 As a Region will have good 
communication through our quarterly 
Regional Newsletter (thanks to Peter 
D’Amato), fraternity newsletters, 
correspondence and email.  Thanks to 
Bob Campbell, who in addition to 
managing our Regional Database, the 
Region sponsors an Annual Retreat.  
In mid-April, over 40 members 
attended the Retreat at Cor Maria, Sag 
Harbor conducted by Fr. Michael 
Connolly, OFM, Cap.  Five of our 
fraternities sponsor 3 Days of 
Recollection throughout the year.  In 
addition some of our members attend 
FLIC in August – it’s an inter-regional 
opportunity to be refreshed in 
Franciscan Spirituality and socialize 
with our brothers and sisters.  
Fraternities also sponsor picnics in the 
summer (See Around the Region).

While we are an aging Secular Order, 
we are excited about the establishment 
of aYOUfra/Young Adult group.  Jean 
D’Onofrio of Bl. John XXIII 
Fraternity, under the direction of Rob 
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Breen, NAFRA Chairperson of the 
Franciscan Youth/Young Adult 
Commission and Rhett Engleking and 
Lonnie Ellis of FAN and in 
collaboration with Franciscan Brother 
Padraic Campbell, Campus Minister at  
Queens College, has written a 
proposal and is developing a young 
adult Franciscan Group using the 
Franciscan Earth Corp program as a 
model.  We all know how socially 
conscious young people are of Mother 
Earth.  It is our hope that this will be 
the nucleus, impetus and springboard 
for greater youth involvement in 
Franciscan Spirituality.
In closing, I again ask your prayers for 
myself and the members of the 
Regional Executive Council.  It is 
only with God’s grace and your 
prayers and support that we are able to 
guide and animate the Region 
effectively.

Peace and all good,
Joan

          Fr. Matt’s Message              
nRev. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap.  
mmmmmRegional Spiritual Assistant

           Words, Words, Words...                                                   

“On Sunday evening, 2 June, the Holy 
Father participated in worldwide 
Eucharistic Adoration in St. Peter’s 
Basilica on the occasion of the Year of 
Faith. For one hour churches all 
around the world paused in silent 
prayer in front of the Eucharist with 
the Bishop of Rome. In this 
unprecedented event, there was no 
homily; the silence of the adoration 
sufficed……The Tantum Ergo 
preceded the Holy Father’s prayer and 
the final blessing…..They were the 
only words Pope Francis spoke 
throughout the celebration.”  
L’Osservatore Romano, 5 June, 2013)

The message of the Gospel was spread 
through the preaching of the Apostles. 
The Gospels we have received, passed 
down through the ages, is composed of 
words. But at times, we can’t help but 
think, of all the words we hear in the 
course of the day and in the course of 
our lives, all the sermons, all the 
homilies, all the books we have read, 
all the words we have read, and then 
ask ourselves if it ever comes to a 
point when we just have to stop and 
listen, not to words, but to the 
movement within our hearts?

This can also be applied to all the 
meetings we attend, all the emails, all 
the phone calls, all the sharing, the 
letters, the radio, the television, and 
we have to ask ourselves, "Is the world 
a better place today with the explosion 
of communication which we have 
experienced in our time?”
As I write this article, composed of 
words, just after preaching a short 
homily at Mass this morning, and 
then being asked what will be the 
theme of a day of recollection I will 
give  in a few months, I can’t help but 
wonder, what difference are all these 
words going to make? Homilies and 
sermons can be interesting, even 

entertaining, dynamic, emotional, 
thought provoking, but are they 
making a difference in people’s lives? 
St. Francis in his Rule for the friars 
said, when speaking of preaching, 
Chapter IX, “Moreover, I admonish 
and exhort these brothers that when 
they preach their language be well 
considered and chaste, for the benefit 
and edification of the people, 
announcing to them vices and virtues, 
punishment and glory with brevity, 
because our Lord when on earth made 
a short word (Rom. 9:28).)

Words are powerful indeed and can 
change the course of history and 
change the course of people’s lives. 
However, do we ever stop and listen? 
Do we let God speak? Are we listening 
to each other? Do we believe ‘action 
speaks louder than words’

A number of fraternities have begun to 
have times of Eucharistic adoration, 
sometimes outside the time of their 
regular meeting. Some fraternities 
have incorporated a time of silence 
during the regular liturgical portion of 
their gathering, and these fraternities 
have consequently experienced an 
increase in membership.  If words are 
powerful, so is the force of silence. Let  
us make room for silence in our lives.

Now it is true that some members live 
alone, spend their days in silence, are 
hoping for the opportunity to speak, 
want to make contact, want to share, 
and the fraternity gathering offers this 
wonderful opportunity. But the 
fraternity gathering can become, and 
we have all seen this, a gathering to 
complain about the world situation, the 
church situation, our aches and pains, 
our doctors and medications, or, on the 
other hand, an opportunity to share 
about our latest excursion, the 
accomplishments of our children and 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, 
which is all good and fosters a spirit of 
fraternity, but we have a social portion 
of our monthly gathering for this.
Maybe we can be more aware of the 
virtue of listening to one another and 

Minister’s Message   continued                
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          EARLY REMINDER
This year’s Advent Retreat Day 
will  be held once again at St. 
Anthony High School and will be 
conducted by Brother Richard 
Contino, OSF. 

The date however will not be the 
first Saturday in Advent but the 
last one in the Liturgical Year; 
that is Saturday, November 30th. 

The stipend will remain $15.00. 
Please bring lunch. Breakfast is 
on the house. We will begin with 
Mass at 9:00 am. Breakfast, then 
AM Conference, Lunch, PM 
Conference, Dismissal.

We usually fill up fast, so save the 
date. More info to follow in the 
Fall.                        Pax et Bonum
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The Graces of the                     
mmmmmFranciscan Charism
                             Margaret Birth, ofs  
mmmmmmmmSt. Michael Fraternity

“Charism” is one of those terms 
that we casually throw out as we 
talk in our Secular Franciscan 
fraternity gatherings—but how 
many of us understand what it 
means or how it applies 
specifically to us as Franciscans? If 
I had to guess, I would say it’s a 
word that newcomers to our order 
find curious because they’re not 
used to hearing it, even at church; 
and I would say it’s a word that 
some who’ve been in our order 
awhile may have a notion of how 
to use without still fully 
understanding it.
 
The glossary of the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church defines 
“charism” as: “A specific gift or 
grace of the Holy Spirit which 
directly or indirectly benefits the 
Church, given in order to help a 
person live out the Christian life, or 
to serve the common good in 
building up the Church.” To learn 
more about the Church’s teaching 
on charisms, see catechism articles 
# 799-801, 951, and 2003. 

The word “charis” appears over 
150 times in the New Testament; it 
is also at the root of the word 
“charism”; as the catechism notes, 
in article #2003, charisms are 
special graces and the word 
“charis,” as St. Paul used it in his 
New Testament writings, means 
“favor,” or “benefit,” or “a gift that 
is gratuitous” (meaning that it’s 
given freely, without any apparent 
reason).
 The Rule of our Secular 
Franciscan Order begins and ends 
with the idea of charism; both 
article # 1 and article #26 (the final 
one) in our Rule mention that it is 
important to “make present the 

to God, and perhaps, consider the 
benefit of Eucharistic Adoration in 
silence, not as a time filled with vocal 
prayer, or the Crown Rosary, or 
litanies, but whether on our own, or as 
part of the regular monthly gathering, 
we can be in silence and as Jesus 
requested of the apostles in the garden 
of Gethsemane, “Remain here and 
keep watch with me.” (Mt. 26:39).

charism” of Francis “in the life and 
mission of the Church,” and for the 
fraternity at all levels to “promote 
fidelity to the charism.” 
Our General Constitutions of the 
OFS stress this unity of charism not 
only among Third Order seculars 
but throughout the Franciscan 
community (articles 1, 85, 92.1, 
94.1 and 100.3). As it says in article 
100.3: “Fidelity to their own 
charism, Franciscan and secular, 
and the witness of building 
fraternity sincerely and openly are 
their principal services to the 
Church, which is the community of 
love. They should be recognized in 
it by their ‘being’, from which their 
mission springs.” 

Charisms are part of what makes 
one secular or religious order in the 
Church different from any other; 
orders identify with certain 
charisms—often not just one or 
two, but a group of them that seems 
to define the concerns and ideals 
and ministries associated with the 
orders—and it’s often this special 
mixture of graces that attracts 
someone to this order or that.

We find hints of an order’s charism 
within its Rule: What are its 
themes? What values does it 
emphasize? Because the original 
Rule for an order comes from its 
founder or foundress, we also look 
to the graces they exhibited 
personally in their missions and 
ministries, to understand the 
charism within their orders. 
Charism is about what the members 
of an order value spiritually and 
about how the order sees its 
mission.

People often associate Dominicans 
with callings to preaching and 
education; Carmelites to 
contemplative prayer and great 
Marian devotion; and Benedictines 
to, among other things, prayer, 

 Regional Executive Council:

Joan Geiger, Minister, (718) 347_4470;      
jgeiger.ofs@gmail.com
Raymond Clarke: Vice Minister: (516) 
374_1521; Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net
Alicia D’Amato, Secretary: (631) 
331_7680; damato1@optonline.net
Robert Messa, Treasurer: (516) 
458-5243; rlmessa826@gmail.com
Judy Heffernan,Formation Director: 
(631)395-5442;     pheffern@optonline.net
Augusta VanDuzen, Councilor: 
917-539-0385; amvand@verizon.net
Lorraine Arcella, Councilor: (718) 
843-1712;LorraineArcella@msn.com
Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. 
Spiritual Assistant: (212) 564_9070 ext 
244; mwesnof1@aol.com

Fr. Matt’s Message    continued

continued on page 4

NOTICE

DAY OF  RECOLLECTION

DATE:  SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 2013
TIME: 9:30 A.M. UNTIL 3 P.M.

WHERE:  SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF THE ISLAND -EASTPORT

DIRECTOR
  FR. MATTHIAS WESNOFSKE, 

OFM,CAP

PRESENTED BY
ST. LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI 

FRATERNITY
ALL WELCOME! 

CALL: BOB at 631-475-3426
MORNING PRAYER   10:00-10:30

CONFERENCE   10:30-11:15
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       Around the Region
              Anniversaries:
40 Years: Lottie Murphy,  
mmmmmmImmaculate Conception 
35 Years: Jeannie Riccio, 
mmmmmImmaculate Conception.
35 Years: Cathleen Donohue,      
mmmmmmmmmmBl. John XXIII.
35 Years: Madeline Gadue.           
mmmmmmmmmmBl John XXIII.
35 Years: Lorraine Lee,                
mmmmmmmmmmBl. John XXIII.   
35 Years: Ralph Goodwin               
mmmmOur Lady Queen of Angels.
35 Years: Bruce Snowden                
mmmmmmmmmmm  St. Barbabas 
30 Years: Jerry Saffioti, 
mmmmmImmaculate Conception.
                 Admissions:
4/5:  Rose Harris, Bl.Raymond Lull 
Augusta Van Duzen, Minister, Dcn. 
Robert Campbell, Witness.
5/19: Deborah Iuzzolino, 
          Mary Korchowsky, 
          Michael Korchowsky         
St. Barnabas, Rocco Mastronardi, 

Minister, Fr. Arlen Harris, ofm, 
Cap. Friar Witness.
6/9: Frank Shiro, St. Max Kolbe,
Greg de Los Reyes, Minister, Fr. 
John Mellitt, ofm, Cap. Fr. Witness.
6/9: Robert McKeever, St. 
Bonaventure,  Frances Skinner, 
Minister, Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, 
ofm, Cap FriarWitness.
6/16: Diana Bartoli, St. Thomas 
More, Barbara Shubart, Minister.
                Professions
4/29: Frank Juvan, Mary Munoz; 
St. Adalbert, Constance Watz, 
Minister, Fr. Herman Czaster, ofm, 
Conv. Friar Witness.
                  Elections:
5/20: St.Adalbert, Carolyn Talento, 
elected Minister.
5/23: Holy Family (nfg) Steven 
Portnoy, elected Minister.
                    Deaths
4/28: Aniello (Dan) Matarazzo, Bl. 
John XXIII.
5/11: Joan Baldwin,                         
mmmmm               St. Bonaventure.
6/13: Joanne White,    St. Barnabas.
6/18: Catherine Maher,                
mmmmmmmmmmmSt. Barnabas.
                      Activities:  
4/23-4/25 Tau Cross Region Retreat     
held at Cormaria Retreat House, Sag 
Harbor.                                            
4/27: Region Chapter of Elections        
held at Mahoney Hall, Holy Family 
Church.
4/27: Help Suffolk Fair, at North 
Bellport, sponsored by New Pentecost 
Fraternity
6/29: Third Regional Picnic held at 
Elwood Park, Huntington.
               Upcoming Events:      
7/14: Immaculate Conception 

Fraternity celebration of special 
anniversaries. 12:45 Mass at 
Immaculate Conception Church,  E. 
Gun Hill Rd, Bronx, Dinner at 
Royal Coach Diner 3260 Boston 
Road, Bronx. Contact: Fay Muir at 
718-944-4668
7/20 4th Annual Getting to Know 
You Picnic sponsored by St. Helen 
Fraternity. Forest Park, Queens 
Contact L. Arcella 718-843-1712
8/12-8/15 F.L.I.C. at Mt. Alvernia 
Retreat Center, Wappingers Falls. 
Fee $250. Contact Dcn Bob 
Campbell at 516-599-4256, email at 
arcyc@ aol.com.
8/24 Day of Recollection sponsored 
by St. Lawrence of Brindisi contact 
Bob Metz at 631-475-3426 see 
insert “NOTICE” p 3)
11/30 Advent Day of Recollection 
see insert “EARLY REMINDER”p2 

             Peace and All Good  

.

                             

         TAU CROSS REGION 

T h e TA U C R O S S R E G I O N i s 
published quarterly in January, April, 
July and in October. Articles by 
fraternity members are welcome. If 
accepted, they may be edited. Please 
submit  copies by the 10th of the month 
prior to publication.

Please send items of interest  (elections, 
professions, anniversaries, events, etc. 
to Regional Secretary Alicia D’Amato 
at  P.O. Box 447, Miller Place, NY 
1 1 7 6 4 o r e m a i l a t : 
damato1@optonline.net.            

Address correspondence to editor, Peter 
D’Amato, P.O. Box 447, Miller Place, 
N Y 1 1 7 6 4 o r e m a i l : 
d a m a t o 1 @ o p t o n l i n e . n e t . T E L : 
631-331-7680

lectio divina, work, and 
hospitality; you could say that 
these callings and activities and 
focuses are among their charisms.

This is the first in what will be a 
series of articles in which I explore 
our Franciscan charisms—what 
makes them Christian concerns 
and Franciscan charisms, and how 
we live them out. These include: 
penance/ongoing conversion, 
poverty/simplicity, environmental 
stewardship, social justice/peace, 
balance between meaningful work 
and leisure, and devotion to 
family/youth.

The  Graces...continued
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!!!!!!!!! Tau Region Chapter 
mmmmmElections

On April 27th thirty fraternity electors, 
including the Regional Executive 
Council and approximately twenty-
four guests assembled at Mahoney 
Hall of Holy Family Church, Flushing 
for the purpose of electing a new 
Regional Executive Council. Also in 
attendance was our Friar Witness and 
Spiritual Assistant, Father Matthias 
Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. and Mary 
Frances Charsky, ofs who represented 
the National Fraternity. The results 
were as follows:

Joan Geiger, ofs, St. Michael Fraterni- 
elected Regional Minister;                                   
Raymond Clarke, ofs, Bl. Josephine 
Leroux Fraternity, elected Regional 
Vice Minister;                                        
Alicia D’Amato, ofs, Our Lady Queen 
of Angels Fraternity, elected Regional 
Secretary;                                              
Robert Messa, ofs, Cure of Ars, 
Fraternity, elected Regional Treasurer;                                              
Judy Heffernan, ofs, St. Lawrence of 
Brindisi Fraternity, elected Regional 
Formation Director;                              
Augusta Van Duzen, ofs, Bl. Raymond 
Lull Fraternity, elected Regional 
Councilor and                            
Lorraine Arcella, ofs, St. Helen 
Fraternity, also elected a Regional 
Councilor.

We thank all of those Seculars elected 
to the above positions for their 
willingness to serve our Region. We 
also thank Mary Frances Charsky for 
volunteering her time to travel to New 
York City to conduct this election. 
And last, but certainly not least, we 
thank Fr. Casper Furnari, ofs and the 
members of Holy Family Fraternity 
for graciously hosting this event and 
making us feel so welcome.   m            
mThank you, Peace and All Good

Personal Reflections Taken                       
mmfrom a Day of Recollection

      Tabor Retreat Center, June 15
                     
                    + Fraternity

Praise The Lord always and forever for the 
Mass and Day of Recollection with so 
many Franciscan brothers and sisters and 
Father Kevin – a total Franciscan who 
showed us and shared with us our 
wonderful Franciscan charisms:

Spirit of playfulness
Spirit of helpfulness
Spirit of Kindness
Spirit of Generosity
Falling in love with Jesus
Expanding the meaning of 
suffering
Promising rewards of eternal life 
to come
Singing with and for joy

Great to see so many sisters and brothers – 
old and new.  Whatta day!  Praise and 
thank You, God! –         Bette Cassidy                                                                                      
+
                       + Charity

Fr Kevin took out a bag, reached in, 
and pulled out a bell. He rang the bell 
and explained that he had a bell 
collection. As he took out each bell he 
described it as he rang it. Finally he 
told about the bell that Francis heard 
and ran away from. He took out a loud 
bell, a cow bell, and explained that it 
was the leper's bell. That was Francis' 
turning point. He turned and embraced 
the leper instead of running from him. 

I am getting ready to go to Uganda to 
embrace women with HIV Aids who 
are being treated like lepers. Every day 
I embrace my patient who has a skin 
disease. I thank Francis for going 
before us to embrace those rejected by 
the society of his time, and giving us 
that example, to seek out those with 
the leper's bell.   The other story that 
Fr Kevin enacted in front of our eyes 
was which branch of the Franciscans 

is the greatest. By the end of his skit, it 
was clear that the humblest is the most 
fun and the greatest. The way he 
showed us with word and action 
helped me to internalize each of the 
lessons he was stretching our 
imaginations to embrace. So I learned 
to prostrate myself -- physically or 
symbolically--in humility to those who 
are asking me for love, honor, 
recognition, and who have a need to 
be better than me for whatever reason. 
He brought us some new pages for the 
Little Flowers of St Francis –
mmmmmmmmmm  Louise Sandberg

                  +  Spirituality

Memories from the Day of Recollection 
by Pat Mayle:
• Yesterday is history; tomorrow is a 

mystery; today is a gift: live today as 
a present.

• Our "lepers" are given to us by God to 
make our hearts grow. These lepers 
are God's gifts to us.

• SONG
o Sacred the land
o Sacred the sea
o Sacred the sky, holy and true.
o Sacred all life
o Sacred each other
o All reflect God Who IS 

Good
Francis is an arrow that points to God
A friar only knows what he can put into 
practice.
I want to live simply so  others can simply 
live.

History of orders before Francis: there  
were monks and there were priests; after 
Francis, the Friars were both. 
God's servants are minstrels whose work 
is to lift up people's hearts to spiritual joy 
that they may love God gladly.

Page 5



Page 6

  New Regional Executive Council

TOP ROW: L-R  Robert Messa, Treasurer; Mary Frances  
Charsky, National Executive Councilor; Joan Geiger, 
Minister;  Raymond Clarke, Vice Minister.
BOTTOM ROW: Judy Heffernan, Formation Director; 
Augusta Van Duzen, Councilor; Alicia D’Amato,Secre- 
tary.  Not Present: : Lorraine Arcella, Councilor.

Newly Elected Council, Holy Family (nfg)

TOP ROW: L-R Steven Portnoy, Minister; Angelo Stagnaro, 
Formation Director; Fr. Matthias, Witness;  Ron Di Gangi, 
Treasurer; Fr. Casper Furnari, ofs; Pastor; 
SEATED: Louis Arce, Secretary; Br. Dominic Quigley, osf, 
Spiritual Assistant; Marie Rondeau, Vice Minster

  Day of Recollection at Tabor Retreat Center

L-R: A. Van Duzen, Minister Bl. Raymond Lull Frat.  Fr. 
K.Cronin, ofm, Retreat Master; Mary Cammarata., Minister,  
O.L. of he Atonement Fraternity.

                           Retreat Week at Cormaria, Sag Harbor
L: Fr. M. Connolly celebrates Mass; R-Marching Orders from BobCampbell :-)

PICNIC: June 29 at Elwood Park

             It’s a “Moveable Feast!”
Thanks, Frank Harnos for this great day


