
      Tau Cross Region
             Secular Franciscan Order for The Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Nassau and Suffolk

        Minister’s Message 
                      Joan Geiger, ofs 
ssssssssssssssssss....Regional Minister
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Peace be with you!  

May this New Year bring abundant 
graces and blessing to you and your 
family

As you are aware I attended the 
NAFRA Chapter in Kansas last 
October.  The theme was, “Be the 
bridge … Accept all people as a gift 
of God.”  Last year, the National 
Executive Council (NEC) set 
priorities – Spiritual Assistance, 
Formation and Communication.  I 
will update you on these but first, I 
will comment on Fraternity.

Fraternity – Nationally, we have just 
over 13,000 actively professed 
members, 1565 inactive professed 
members, 1065 candidates, and 606 
canonically established fraternities.  
We have 33 emerging fraternities and 
31 newly formed groups.  Less than 
1% of our members are under 35 
years of age, 8% are between 35 and 
50 years, 35% are 50 – 65 years and 
56% are 66 years and older.  
Statistically we are an aging Order.    

Spiritual Assistance – According to 
the General Constitutions Article 88.1 
– every Secular Franciscan deserves 
“capable and well-prepared persons” 
as Spiritual Assistants.  As a Region, 
we are most fortunate and blessed to 
have Spiritual Assistants for 28 of our 
32 fraternities.  A special thanks to Fr. 
Matthias and the Franciscan Brothers 
of Brooklyn for saying “yes” to being 
Spiritual Assistants.  Next summer, at 
St. Francis University, Loretto, PA, 

(July 10-13, 2014) the Summer 
Seminar will be on Spiritual 
Assistance.  I hope many of you will 
attend.    

Formation – We have offered 
workshops on the For Up to Now/
FUN Manual to ministers or their 
representatives from all fraternities.  
All fraternities have copies of the 
FUN Manual in English or Spanish.  
In Fall 2011, Fr. Richard Trezza, 
OFM presented the lesson 
Ecclesiology and the Church and in 
the Fall 2012, Ralph DiCicco 
presented the lesson on JPIC.  We had 
Lonnie Ellis from FAN address to us.  
Based on requests, new additions to 
the FUN Manual will include sessions 
on: “Servant Leadership,” “Some 
tools to aid discernment,” and “How 
to better use the ‘FUN” material 
(method section).  Visit the National 
Formation Commission website at 
www.nafraformation.org often for 
updates.  Judy Heffernan, Regional 
Formation Director, has also planned 
workshops with the Fraternities 
Director of Formation.  Since the Fall 
Gathering, Judy offered a workshop 
for the Formation Directors primarily 
in the Queens area.  Additional 
workshops are planned in the coming 
year.

Communication – Communication is 
essential for vital Secular Franciscans 
and their Fraternities at every level.  I 
have made every attempt to email the 
ministers material/ information I felt 
was important.  I am sure that you are 
pleased with the new look of TAU-
USA.  Since last October, Jim Wesley 
has been the editor.  With the help of 
the Public Relations Committee, the 
Computer Committee and Jim’s 
creative staff, they have been 

consistent in their efforts to further 
effective communication with the 
professed Secular Franciscans.  I 
think we also realize how important 
social media is to our young people 
today.  The NEC hopes to build a 
presence on social media by 
Fraternity/Regional websites, 
Facebook, Twitter, etc.  A special 
thanks, too, to Pete D’Amato, the 
editor of our Regional Newsletter.  
Pete is very diligent and determined 
to get the Newsletter of the Tau Cross 
Region published quarterly.

Youth – We are blessed to have Jean 
D’Onofrio who graciously responded 
to our need for a YOUFRA/Young 
Adult Coordinator/Animator.  Jean 
and Franciscan Bro. Padraic 
Campbell addressed the Regional 
Executive Council in January with a 
proposal to implement a Young Adult 
Group in our Region.  In late July, I 
attended a Youth CONFAB, 
sponsored by NAFRA in Belleville, 
IL.  Dr. Rob Breen, Chairperson of 
Franciscan Youth/Young Adult 
Commission, was the presenter for 
the weekend.  He has actively worked 
with youth in Franciscan Earth Corp.  
He hopes to have ready both a ritual 
and a handbook geared toward youth 
by this summer.  NAFRA also 
sponsored 3 youth to attend World 
Youth Day in Rio de Janiero.  Austin 
Yoo, a student in Santa Clara 
University in San Francisco addressed 
the group about his experiences in 
Brazil 2013.

Outreach/JPIC – Kent Ferris has been 
Chair of the JPIC Commission.  His 
leadership inspired the JPIC Rally in 
July 2012 that Gil Melograno 
attended.  Carolyn Townes has 
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succeeded Kent as chair of JPIC.  
She will be assisted by co-chair Rhett  
Engelking, OFS who is also Program 
Manager of Franciscan Earth Corp at 
FAN.  

 Vocations – This has been a year of 
transition in NAFRA Vocation 
efforts.  Currently NAFRA has a 
Vocations Committee headed by Jeff 
Ramirez.  Their objective is to foster 
and sustain vocation consciousness 
among all people of the Universal 
Church by our Profession to the 
Gospel Way of Life.  The Vocation 
Committee has 3 tasks: 1. To begin a 
Campaign of Prayer for Vocations; 2. 
To create parish/Diocesan Awareness 
of the OFS; and 3. To compile ways 
to initiate Personal Invitation.  At the 
Fall Gathering Judy Heffernan 
presented a Regional brochure that 
can be used to foster vocation to the 
OFS.  The brochure is in the process 
of being printed and will be 
distributed upon request.  

For your information, NAFRA 
approved the following:

Those admitted to the Order will pay 
a fair share beginning January 2015 
(effective Dec. 2014).

A book, Fraternity Register, was also 
presented and approved.

Re: CIOFS Demographic Survey – 
information is required by the 
Vatican.

The next Quinquennial will be in 
Denver, CO from July 1-6, 2016.

Wishing you peace and all good,

Joan

      Fr.$Ma'hias’$Message...""

Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. 
nnnnn   . Regional Spiritual Assistant 

  Let it be according to Thy will 

Secular Franciscans continue to 
astound and inspire. 
This morning, two weeks before 
Christmas, I preached my homily on 
the words of the Gospel, where Jesus 
says, “Come to me all who labor and 
are burdened and I will give you 
rest.” I spoke of the words of the 
Beatles song, “Let it Be”, which are 
“When I find myself in times of 
trouble/ Mother Mary comes to me/ 
speaking words of wisdom/ Let it be. 
And in my hour of darkness/ she is 
standing right in front of me/ 
speaking words of wisdom/ let it be.” 
Just as Mary uttered to the Angel, 
“Let it be done to me according to 
thy word” so we must sometimes 
step back and trust in the Lord. Come 
to Jesus and let Jesus do the rest.  It 
is comforting to be able to turn to 
Jesus and let Jesus solve our 
problems, to just let it be.
But later in the day, I was paging 
through a book, a biography of one 
of the Secular Franciscans who 
recently received the Justice, Peace 
and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 
Award at the Regional Assembly in 
Middletown, Connecticut. Bea 
Castiglia-Catullo, a member of the 
Portiuncula Fraternity which meets 
in Shrub Oak, N.Y., is the Founder 
and President of RAIN, Regional Aid 
for Interim Needs, Inc. She founded 
RAIN in 1964. Today she is 97 
years old. She has been a Secular 
Franciscan for over 65 years. In 
1997 RAIN delivered 540,000 
meals a year to the homebound.  
RAIN has 40 trucks. In 2002, 
RAIN was awarded $17 million 
capital advance to build 72 
housing units for low income 
seniors and the same year RAIN 

was awarded $12 million capital 
advance to build 84 units of housing 
in the Bronx, and RAIN recently 
received $500,000 from the Dolores 
and Bob Hope Foundation. Bea 
probably said ‘Let it be’ many times 
in her life, but she was not passive, 
but active, saw a problem and 
resolved to do something about it, as 
a nurse, seeing so many patients sent 
home from the hospital, alone, to care 
for themselves, she resolved to do 
something to provide home care and 
meals. 

That same day in Middletown, CT, 
two other people were awarded JPIC 
Awards and both of them are also in 
their 90’s; Betty Azar, of the St. 
Francis Fraternity in Harrison, N.Y. 
makes and sells greeting cards to 
raise money to buy highly 
sophisticated carts for the lepers in 
the Amazon for Amazon Relief. She 
has raised enough money to buy 12 
carts. Stanley Wiener of the Sacred 

Minister’s Message          continued                

          A YouFra Update 
                      Jean D’Onofrio, ofs 
mmmBlessed John XXIII Fraternity
                          
We give thanks for  Young Adults, 
Kelly, a registered dietician who 
works for Bronx Health Reach and  
Andre, a student who has volunteered 
to clean up the Bronx River who are 
putting Franciscan values into action 
by their participation in various 
Franciscan Earth Corps projects 
throughout our region.  And, they are 
also in process of discernment of 
forming a YouFra group in the Bronx 
under the Franciscan advisement of 
Fay Muir, OFS, Minister Immaculate 
Conception Fraternity in the Bronx.
 
Additionally, on Long Island, Alex is 
also in the process of getting some of 
her Franciscan lay missionary friends 
together for prayer and discernment 
for a YouFra.  May God bless them !! 
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and especially what older people are 
able to do.  

Let us decide if each situation is a ‘Let 
it be’ passive situation or is there an 
active ‘Let it be’ situation in which 
Jesus is calling us to do, to let it be 
according to the will of God and needs 
our cooperation and effort to bring it to 
fulfilment. No matter our age or 
circumstances is there something more 
that we can do? We have the example 
of so many of our members who are 
witnessing to the fact that, with Jesus, 
we can accomplish great things. As Bea 
wrote on the front page of the 
biography she gave me, “With God all 
things are possible.” 
           

          
 

             
             

            Communion
                 A Poem
                          by Margaret Birth, ofs
                          St. Michael Fraternity

Rejoice in communion with the Lord!
Invited to His table,
to taste of His sacrifice,
we bow heads in thanksgiving;
through bread and wine
He transformed,
we share His shame, His sorrow, His 
pain;
in that cup are all the world’s sins—
sweet wine becomes the blood-price 
He paid;
in that bread are all the world’s 
yearnings—
flour-water becomes the body that 
rose victorious;
invited to be His guests
at this holy love-feast,
we are honored
to enter into fellowship with Him.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!
Even so, as it be in Your time,
yet I repeat my call to You:
Come, Lord Jesus, come!
For, though I have known a 
precious taste
of communion on Earth,
I long for an eternal, Heavenly 
communion with You.

     
       Around the Region
                Admissions:
Sept. 21: Rosemarie Beitz, Mary 
Walsh, of Poor Clare Fraternity
                  Professions:
Oct. 20: Deborah Iuzzolino, ofs         
mmmm Mary Korchowsky, ofs          
mmmm Michael Korchowsky, ofs      
mmmmmmmSt. Barnabas Fraternity
Oct. 27: Marjorie Edwards-Patron, 
mmmm  Elizabeth Uqdah, ofs 
mmmmmmmSt. Michael Fraternity
Nov. 3: Eugene Keenan, ofs              
St. Lawrence of Brindisi Fraternity        

Heart Fraternity in Danbury, CT, 
pickets in front of abortion clinics 365 
days of the year, no matter the 
weather. 
On my desk here I have a copy of the 
October 25th, 2013 “Woodside 
Herald” serving Sunnyside, Woodside 
and Long Island City, and the headline 
reads “Sunnyside Shows Up to Honor 
the Extraordinary”, and our own 
Frances Schmidt, Minister of the St. 
Mary Queen of Angels Fraternity in 
Sunnyside, Queens, was the 
Extraordinary Honoree for her many 
years of work in beautifying the parks 
and streets of Sunnyside. The Crystal 
Award given to Frances Schmidt read 
in part, “whose moral example, 
loyalty, indefatigability, and 
compassion are an example to all and 
make our lives better.”
 
The danger in writing of individuals is 
to overlook the hundreds of Secular 
Franciscans whose contributions in 
proclaiming the Gospel and the many 
efforts made on a daily basis to 
proclaim the Gospel can be 
overlooked. But these examples can 
help us to realize what can be done, 

 Regional Executive Council:

Joan Geiger, Minister, (718) 
347_4470;      jgeiger.ofs@gmail.com
Raymond Clarke: Vice Minister: 
(516) 374_1521; 
Raymond.Clarke1@verizon.net
Alicia D’Amato, Secretary: (631) 
331_7680; damato1@optonline.net          
Robert Messa: Treasurer: (516) 458-    
5243; rlmessa826@gmail.com                  
Judy Heffernan, Formation Director     
(631) 395-5442; 
JMHblessings@optimum.net                 
Augusta Van Duzen, Councilor: (917) 
539-0385; amvand@verizon.net
Lorraine Arcella, Councilor: (718) 
843-1712; LorraineArcella@msn.com
Fr. Matthias Wesnofske, ofm, Cap. 
Spiritual Assistant: (212) 564_9070 ext 
244; mwesnof1@aol.com  continued on Page 4

Fr. Matthias                       continued

Members of St. Lawrence of 
Brindisi Fraternity at the Mercy 
Center, Patchogue where they 
distributed  more than 60 gifts
    A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Reception of new candidates, Poor 
Clare Fraternity in the Bronx
L-R: Sr. Mary Keyser, PC, with 
candidates Mary Walsh and 
Rosemarie Beitz, also present are 
Betty Soto, Pam Dettmer.
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Nov 17: Connie Finazzo, ofs             
mmmSt. Agnes of Assisi Fraternity
                    Election:
Dec. 29: Canticle of the Sun Frat 
Carolee Lawrence elected minister 
                     Deaths:
Apr. 10: Richard Trentacoste, ofs 
mmmmmmIl Poverello Fraternity
Sept. 11: Anna Blinn, ofs              
mmmmmmIl Poverello Fraternity
Sept 30: Donna Fagan, ofs           
mmmmmSt. Barnabas Fraternity
Nov. 6: Carmela Tesoriero, ofs     
mmCanticle of the Sun Fraternity 
Dec. 7: Rose Ruland, ofs              
mmmmBl. John XXIII Fraternity
Dec. 12: Kathy Gabriel, ofs          
mmmmmmIl Poverello Fraternity
Dec. 12: Eileen Compton, ofs       
mmmmmmIl Poverello Fraternity
                   Activities    
Oct. 3: The following Transitus 
Liturgies were celebrated at:
Cure of Ars Chapel, Merrick, NY    
St. Joseph the Worker Church, East 
Patchogue, NY, 
Oct. 26: The Fall Regional Gathering 
was held at St. Joseph Parish Center 
in Babylon, NY
Nov. 30: Advent Day of Recollection 
was held at St. Anthony High School, 
in Melville, NY
               Upcoming Events:
Jan.12, 2014: Epiphany Party at St. 
Matthew Church sponsored by New 
Pentecost Fraternity, 1 PM
April 26: Tau Cross Regional 
Chapter to be held at Mahoney Hall, 
Holy Family Church, Fresh 
Meadows, Queens 
May 6-8: Regional Retreat at Cor 
Maria Retreat Center, Sag Harbor 
$180. Contact: Bob Campbell, ofs, 
516-599-4256; arcyc@ aol.com
August 11-14: F.L.I.C. to be held at 
Mt. Alvernia Retreat Center,  
Wappingers Falls, NY, $275. contact 
Bob Campbell at above numbers.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"    Psalm 8: $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
mmmmA Reflection   $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
mmmmmm""$nnby"Robert"Messa,"ofs""
mmmmmmmmCure"of"Ars"Fraternity

The title of Psalm 8 is “Divine 
Majesty and Human Dignity.” This 
title expresses the subject of the 
Psalm in which the Psalmist rejoices 
in God as the creator and man’s 
dominion as God’s beloved creature. 
The breadth of its universality is 
evident as it was chosen by the 
Vatican to be brought to the moon on 
Apollo 11.  The speaker is one who is 
marveling at the wonders of creation 
and at the same time marveling in the 
seeming insignificance of man in the 
scheme of the whole of creation. Yet 
God’s perspective of man is as a 
magnificent being worthy of great 
dignity and respect. The Psalm has 
been used to view nature as blessed 
(SFO Rule 18), humans as exalted 
(SFO Rule 13) and science as a study 
of God’s creation rather than opposed 
to religious truths SFO Rule 16). For 
this reason, the psalm has been called 
the “religious scientists” psalm. 

By using the imagery of the “work of 
your fingers” as opposed to the “work 
of your hands.” there seems to be a 
sense of careful craftsmanship of 
God, perhaps a reference to the 
beauty and artistry of Verses 4-6:       

4 When I see your heavens, the work 
of your fingers,

The moon and stars that you set in 
place---

5  What is man that you are mindful 
of him,

And a son of man that you care for 
him?                                                    

6 Yet you have made him little less 
than a god,

Around the Region     continued Crowned him with glory and honor.

The question of “what is man?” 
could be asked as “what are human 
beings”?. The answer seems to be 
that in such a vast universe, beings 
living in only a small part of it have 
such a noble and important role… 
The psalm gives no reason for God 
so regarding man. It is simply freely 
given grace. The contrast of heaven 
and earth and the inhabitants is 
simply that the heavenly world is 
ruled by God through heavenly 
servants, while the earthly world is 
ruled by earthly (human) servants.  

Verses 7-9 humans are treated by 
God as royalty with dominion over 
the earth, the land, the air and the 
sea. This language refers back to 
Gen 1 28-29 when God bestowed 
human beings with dominion over all 
his creation.

7 You have given him rule over the 
works of your hands, put all things 

at his feet:

8 All sheep and oxen, even beasts of 
the field.

9 The birds of the air, the fish of the 
sea, and whatever swims he paths of 

the seas.

This psalm speaks of the immensity 
of God’s love for man that He should 
bestow on him dominion over all the 
earth and its creatures and all of 
God’s creation including the 
heavenly bodies.

Blessed John Paul II states in a 
catechesis on Psalm 8 that “…this 
dominion {is not} obtained.. by 
victory over God. It is a dominion 
given by God, so that he {man} will 
preserve them in harmony and 
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beauty” In Wisdom 9:2-3 it is written 
that dominion is given to man to 
govern the world in holiness and 
righteousness.  These sources all have 
in common what the secular world 
sees as distinct. That is; God’s hand in 
creation, man’s role in his stewardship 
of creation which should be the 
glorification of God and man’s 
worship back to the God Who freely 
gave man dominion.  As the 
Franciscan rule states, this is bringing 
the “gospel to life and life back to 
gospel”(SFO Rule 4). Dominion over 
creation is bequeathed to man thus in 
order to glorify God, not to satisfy the 
egotistical, selfish pride and greed of 
man. 

 Our challenge is that we are living in 
a secular world which idolizes money 
and power.  The secular world sees 
man’s dominion as man’s domination.  
Psalm 8 is a powerful prayer 
reinforcing man’s responsibility to 
both God and His creation.

The psalm begins and ends as it 
should with great praise of God and 
his Divine Majesty:

Oh Lord, our Lord/how awesome is 
your name through all the earth

   +Carmela Tesoriero, ofs      
nnnnA Life Well Spent                
nnnnnnnnnnnnErlinda Franco, ofs 
nnnnnnCanticle of the Sun Fraternity

Carmela Tesoriero of the Canticle of 
the Sun Fraternity died at age  93 of 
breast cancer in November.  She is 
survived by two daughters, a son, two 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n a n d t w o g r e a t 
grandchildren.  

Carmela was a very special lady to 
everyone. She was an active, lively, 
devoted member of the Canticle of the 
Sun Fraternity in Brooklyn, New York 
for 52 years, serving as minister, 
assistant minister and a recruiter. She 
was the one who recruited this 
writer. The last position she held with 
the Franciscans was  Formation 
Director in charge of educating 
aspirants prior to admission and 
profession into the fraternity. 

During her 41 years as a parishioner 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, Carmela 
attended daily Mass, and was an 
enthusiastic member in the Church 
Choir and the Rosary Society. She 
was also the weekend cook in the St. 
Thomas Rectory and taught CCD as a 
volunteer for over 20 years. She, 
along with Barbara Rogus, started the 
devotion to the Divine Mercy in St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church 18 years 
ago. It  has been a Church mainstay 
ever since. At  present  the Chaplet of 
the Divine mercy is prayed every 
Monday following the noon mass.  A 
beautiful memory of her by members 

of the Franciscans is, aside from 
being a gorgeous lady, her cheerful 
ways and her lively voice as she 
would lead the group with her 
favorite song “A Million Thanks” and 
also the Franciscan song of Peace. 
She was always proud and happy to 
be a Franciscan. Her certificate of 
loyalty award as an outstanding 
member for fifty years which was 
awarded two years ago, is proudly 
displayed in her kitchen.  Whenever  
a member visited  her, she would love 
to tour him/her on the grand tour 
around her back yard garden of 
flowers where there is a Grotto and a 
statue of St. Francis of Assisi with 
miniature birds and animals  Carmela 
was was a very charismatic, attractive 
member, loved by everybody and will 
be missed by all. 

    May she rest in peace with God.

        TAU CROSS REGION 

The TAU CROSS REGION is 
published quarterly in January, April, 
July and in October. Articles by 
fraternity members are welcome. If 
accepted, they may be edited. Please 
submit  copies by the 10th of the 
month prior to publication.

Please send items of interest 
(elections, professions, anniversaries, 
events, etc. to Regional Secretary 
Alicia D’Amato at  P.O. Box 447, 
Miller Place, NY 11774 or email at: 
damato1@optonline.net.

Address correspondence to editor, 
Peter D’Amato, P.O. Box 447, Miller 
P l a c e , N Y 11 7 6 4 o r e m a i l : 
damato1@optonline. net. TEL: 
631-331-7680

Psalm 8: A Reflection   continued
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  Tau Cross Region Awards

We have all heard the expression: “I 
know the name, but I can’t seem to 
place the face.” For those of you who 
are acquainted with their names, we 
give you the faces of Frank Harnos of 
New Pentecost Fraternity in the upper 
left and Jean D’Onofrio of Blessed 
John XXIII Fraternity in the photo in 
the lower right. Make your 
introductions!

On the 26th of October, the Region 
was proud and honored to present 
each of these members with the Tau 
Cross Region Award for their spirit of 
Franciscanism, generosity, apostolic 
endeavors and willingness to extend 
themselves personally in the name of 
their respective fraternities and in the 
best interests of our region and the 
Order. 

Frank Harnos’ endeavors as a 
Franciscan and a humanitarian are 
extensive; more so that we can record 
in this brief space. We all know of his 
25 years of service to his fraternity as 
minister, treasurer and secretary. For 
years his service to the poor through 
his Church, both in Suffolk County 
and in New York City have also been 
equally known and have even been 

Let us not Forget the
         National Prayer 
nnnnnnnn  for      
nnnnVocations to the
      Secular Franciscan  
nnnnnnn Order

                      Marian R. Crosby, SFO
NAFRA Chapter 2010, Scottsdale, AZ

         O, Good and Gracious
         God,
        
         God of mercy, compassion,
          generosity and love,
        
          As we live our lives today
          in the model of .St. Francis,
        
          choosing daily to live
......    the Gospel life,
         
          Help us to help others
........  hear your call.
        
          Help us to help others
....      to recognize                              
nnnn                                           
nnnnntheir vocation as a Secular
........ .Franciscan
          that You have already
          planted in their heart.
......   
......... Help us, so that together    
nnnnnwe all may work to bring   
nnnnnthe Gospel to life.                  
nnnnnnnnnnAmen!

expanded recently. He is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus and the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, a volunteer 
EMT and a Boy Scout leader. Most 
recently, Frank was awarded the St. 
Agnes Medal by the Diocese of 
Rockville Center for his service to the 
church. There have been other 
apostolates and other ‘good works’ as 
well which we cannot list here but are 
no less honored. So, congratulations, 
Frank, well deserved.

For Jean D’Onofrio, life has been no 
less active. She is presently the region 
point person in the YouFra movement  
which attempts to involve our youth, 
particularly those of college age in 
activities which reflect Franciscan  
world values inre the environment and 
conservation. As a fraternity member, 
she has served as infirmarian, 
treasurer and minister and also served 
on the national level on the NAFRA 
Ecumenical Committee. She was also 
a founding member of the Joint 
Committee on Franciscan Unity. She 
has attended three Quinquennials, 
presenting a workshop on the Clown 
Ministry in New Orleans and 
performed at the most recent one in 
Chicago. She has also been published 
in “The TAU USA” and “The Cord.” 
Jean has also been a frequent visitor 
to hospitals and has conducted cate-    
chetical programs at her church, St. 
Louis de Montfort, in Sound Beach. 
As with Frank Harnos, Jean’s 
accomplishments and involvements 
are too numerous to name in this brief 
space. 

Both of these Seculars have given 
much of themselves to their local 
fraternities, churches, the Tau Cross 
Region and their communities. Given 
their respective backgrounds, it is 
hard to believe that they can be seen 
by any of us and not known or 
recognized. If you did not know them 
before, you know them now and to 
them we offer our sincerest thanks, 
prayers and  Congratulations!

Regional 
Minister 
Joan Geiger 
with award 
winner, 
Frank 
Harnos.

Award 
winner, Jean 
D’Onofrio 
with husband  
Louis


